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Merit. | 


Among other Articles will be introduced, Complete 
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The Adventurer, Rambler, Idler, Con- 


noiſſeur, and World. 


And, to render this Performance ſtill more deſerv- 
ing of the Attention and Encouragement of the 
Public, elegant Tranſlations will be given of the 
moſt celebrated French, Spaniſh, Italian, and gyen 
German Novels, Tales, Biſtories, ers Wl 
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ADVENTURES 


O F 


GIL BLAS of Santillane. 


[Continuation of BOOK III. CHAP. xl 


EDRO de Moya retired, without ſpeaking, but 
ſenſibly touched, as I perceived, with his recep» 
tion; and I believe that, in the bitterneſs of his refent- 
ment, he did not fail to curſe, within himſelf, the players, 
as they deſerved; and they, when he was gone, be- 
gan to ſpeak of authors with great reſpect. “ Signior 
Pedro de Moya {ſaid Florimonda) did not ſcem to go 
away very well ſatisfied.” | 
„ Plhaw, madam, (cried Roſimiro) don't diſturb 
yourſelf about that: authors are not worth notice; uf 
we ſhould treat them on an equal ſeoting, it would 
ſpoil them I know theſe forry gentlemen; they would 
ſoon forget themlelves. Let us, therefore, uſe them 
like ſlaves; and we need not fear that we ſhall tire 
their patience : for though their difpleafure may de- 
tach them from us ſometimes, the fury of writing will 
bring them back, and they will think themſelves very 
happy, provided we deign to act their performances 
“ You are in the right, (ſaid Arſenia) we only loſe 
thole authors whoſe fortunes we have made; for as 
loon as we have procured a good ſettlement for them, 


idleneſs takes poſſeſſion of them, and they work 
18 A 3 mo 
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more. . Luckily the company don't break their hearts, 
and the public is no loſer by their ſloth.” 

' Theſe fine obſervations were much applauded,” and 

it was determined, that authors, notwithſtanding the 

ill treatment they receive, owed their all to the play» 

ers, who therefore claimed the ſuperiority over them 

and certes they could not deſpiſe them more, 


„ ANIL. 


Gil Blas acquires the theatrical taſte, abandons himſe// to 
the pleaſures of a comic life, with which however, he ts 
diſguſted in a little time, 


HE company remained at table until the 
hour arrived of going to the theatre, whither 
they repaired ina body. I followed, and once more 
ſaw the play, which gave me ſuch pleaſure, that I re- 
ſolved to take the ſame opportunity every day. In 
this I did nut fail, and inſenſibly became reconciled 
to the actors; ſuch is the force of cuſtom ; I was par- 
ticularly charmed with thuſe who ranted and diliorted 
themſelves molt upen the ſtage; and was not at all 
ſingular in this way of thinking. 

The beauty of the performance touched me no leſs 
than the manner of repreſentation : I was quite tranl- 
ported with ſome of them; and among the reſt was 


prodigiouſly fond of thoſe where all the cardinals, or 


the twelve peers of France appeared. I remember 
that, in two days, I got by heart a whole comedy, 
entitled, The Qucen of Flowers.” The Roſe, who 
was queen, had the violct for a confidante, and the 
Jeſſamine for her uſher. I thought nothing could be 
more ingenious than theſe works, which I imazined, 

did a great deal of honour to the taſte of our nation, 
I not only adorned my memory with the brighteſt 
pou® from theſe dramatic maſter pieces; I ſet about 
ringing my taſte to perfection; which to accompliih 
I liſtened with a greedy attention to all that the play- 
ers ſaid, If they praiſed any performance I eiteemed 
| it; 


# 
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it; and whatſoever met with their diſapprobation- 
was immediately deſpiſed by me. 1 thought they 
were as {kilful in plays as jewellers are in diamonds. 
Nevertheleſs, Pedro de Moya's tragedy had great ſuc- 
ceſs, although they had prognoſticated its dammation. 
But even this could not make me ſuſpect their judge 
ment; and I choſe rather to believe that the publie 
wanted common ſenſe, than to doubt of the company's 
inſallibility. I was aſſured, however, from all quar- 
ters, that thoſe new pieces of which the players had 
no good opinion, were uſually very much applauded; 
and that on the contrary, thoſe which they received 
with approbation, were commonly hiſſed by the au- 
dience. I was told, that it was a maxim with them, 
to judge erroneouſly of the werks that were preſented 
to them, and was informed of a thouſand inſtances 
where the ſucceſs belied their determination; but all 
theſe proofs were ſcarce ſufficient to diſabuſe my un- 
derſtauding. | 

I ſhall never forget what happened one day, in the 
firſt repreſentation of a new comedy, which the play- 
ers had pronounced cold and tedious, and actually 
thought unpaſſable. In theſe ſentiments they per- 
formed the firſt act, that met with great applauſe, 
which quite aſtoniſhed them. The ſecond act was 
played and ſtill better received than the fiift 3 upon 
wich the actors were confounded. * How the devil 
(ſaid Roſimiro) is it poſſible that this comedy ſhould 
take?“ At laſt they acted the third, which gave more 
pleaſure than the two former. I can't comprehend 
the meaning of this (ſaid Ricardo) we imagined that 
this piece would not pleaſe yet every body is charm- 
ed with it!“ „ Gentlemen (ſaid one of them very 
plainly) the reaſon is, becauſe there are a thouſand 
ſtrokes of wit in the performance, which we have not 
oblerved.”” „ 

I no longer, therefore, looked upon the players as 
exccllent judges, but became a juſt appraiſer of their 
merit ; and, indeed, they juitined to a tittle, all the 

A 4 ridicule 
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ridicule they met with from the world ; for ſome of aA 
the actors and actreſſes were giddy with applauſe; WW: - 


and, conſidering themſelves as objects of admiration, * 
thought they beſtowed a favour on the public when Wp... 
they deigned to play. I was ſhocked at their faults, Ron 
but, unhappily, too well pleaſed with their way of WW... 
life, ſo that I plunged into debauchery. How could 35 
it be otherwiſe? Their converſation was pernicious to i n 
youth, and all I ſaw contributed to corrupt my mo- KG 
rals: had I been ignorant of what paſſed at the houſes han 
of Caſilda, Conſtancia, and the other players, that had 


of Arſenia alone was but too capable of undoing me; | 
for, beſides the old noblemen I mentioned, there — 
came thither beaus, young heirs, whom uſurers ena- up 
bled to ſpend money, and ſometimes alſo farmers of 5 
the revenue were nds who, far from being gra- 


: A 
tied for their preſence, as they are in their own al. tha. 
ſemblies, were obliged to pay through the noſe for Ren 
their reception. | the 

Florimonda, who lived hard by, dined and ſupped WW... 


every day with my miſtreſs; and people were ſur- | 
| prized at the friendſhip that ſeemed to unite them. It ib. 
& afforded matter of aſtoniſhment to ſce coquettes live 
together in ſuch good intelligence; and every body Wy. 
imagined that, ſoon or late, they would quarrel about 


10 
ſome gallant. But the world was very much miſtaken 31 
in theſe perfect friends, who were joined by the molt ¶ do. 


ſolid affection. Inſtead of being jealous of one ano- 
ther, like other women, they ied in common; and 
choſe rather to ſhare the ſpoils, than fooliſhly diſpute n 
about the inclinations of the men. | 

Laura, by the examples of theſe iltuſtrious aſſoci- ler 
ates, made the beſt of her youth too: and it was not 
& without reaſon ſhe had told me that 1 ſhould ſee 
E firange things: however, I affected to be quite ay 
& becauſe I had promiſed ta adopt the unconcern of a 

player on ſuch occaſions: and thus I diſſembled for 
ſome days, contenting myſelt with afking the names 
| of the men with whom I found her particularly = 
Sage . 
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gaged. She always anſwered it was an uncle or couſin. 


Heavens, What a croud of relations ſhe had! Sure, 
her family was more numerous than that of kin 
Priam : and the jade did not even confine herſelf to 
her uncles and couſins; but alſo went abroad fre- 
quently in order to allure ſtrangers, by acting the wt- 
dow of quality at the houſe of the old woman who 

I mentioned before. In ſhort, Laura (to give th 
reader a juſt and preciſe idea of her) was as young, as 
handſome, and as much a coquette as her miſtrefs, who 
had no other advantage over her than that of divert- 
ing the town in public, I was borne down by th 
torrent for three weeks, during which, I gaye m ſet? 
up to all manner of debauchery: but at the ame, 
time, I mult obſerve, in the midſt of my pleaſures, 
I was frequently ſeized with ſentiments of remit 
that proceeded from my education, and embittere 
all my enjoyments. Vice could not get the better of 
theſe warnings, which augwemed in proportion as K 
became more debauched ; and by the effect of à hap* 
py diſpoſition, I began to abhor the diforders of 
theayrical life. “ Ah, Wretch! [ſaid Tito m oY 
it thus thou fulfilleſt the expettaiion of, thy Hm 92 
Wos it not enough to cheat it by chuſing another ems 
ployment than that of a tor? Does thy ſervile con, 
dition hinder thee ſrom living ike an boyeſt man! ot 
docs it become thee to live among ſuch f:nners ? ſome 
of whom are poſſeſſed by ,cnvy, rage, and avarice; 
while others have baniſhed ail ſenſe of ſhame: 
Theſe are abandoned to intempcrance and floth ; and 
thoſe indulge their pride even to an excels of infſe- 
lence, I am reſolved : and will no longer dwell 
with the [even deadly fins.” 


* 
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B O O K IV. 


CHAP. I. 


Gil Blas being diſguſted at the irregularities of the ac- 
treſſes, guits the ſervice of Arſema, and goes into a 
more creditable family, e 


„ ee of honour and religion, which 1 
did not fail to preſerve amidſt fuch corruption 
of morals, made me reſolve not only to leave Ar- 
Tenia, but alſo to break off all correſpondence with 
Laura, whom, however, I could not help loving, 
though I was ſenſible of her flagrant infidelity, Hap- 

y is he who can thus profit by thoſe moments of re- 
liefion that interrupt the pleaſures which engroſs his 
attention! Early one morning, I bundled up my 
cloaths, and without clearing with Arſenia, who 
was, indeed, little or nothing in my debt; or taking 
leave of my dear Laura, I quitted the houſe where I 
had breathed nothing but the air of debauchery; and 
I had no ſooner performed ſuch a good action, than 
heaven Sages? of | me for it, by throwing me in the 
way of the ſteward of Don Matthias, my late maf- 
ter. Having ſaluted him, he knew me, and ſtopt to 
enquue if I was in any ſervice; to which I anfwer- 
ed, thet I had been about a minute or two out of 
place : for that after having lived about a month with 
Arſenia, whoſe behaviour I did not like, I had left 
her of my own accord, in order to preſerve my in- 
nocence. The ſteward, as if he had been ſcrupulouſly 
religious, approved of my delicacy, and told me, that 
fince I was a young man of ſuch honour, he would 
make it his buſineſs to ſettle me in an advantageous 
place. He performed his promiſe, and that very day 


| zntroduted me into the ſervice of Don Vincent de 


Guzman, whole manager was one of his acquaintance, 
J 1 could 
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1 could not have got into a better family, and there- 
fore had no cauſe to be diſpleaſed with my fituation 
in the ſequel. Don Vincent was a very rich old” no- 
bleman, who had lived many years without law-ſuit 
or wife; the phyſicians having deprived him of his 
ſpouſe, by En to free her of a cough, which 
the might have preſerved much longer had ſhe ab- 
ſtained from their preſcriptions. Inſtead of marrying 
again, he had applied himſelf wholly to the education 
of Aurora, his only daughter, who was then going in 
her ſix and twentieth year, and juſtly paſſed for an ac- 
compliſhed young lady : for, with an uncommon ſhare 
of beauty, ſhe had an excellent genius, perfectly well 
cultivated, Her father, tho' he was no conjurer, pol. 
ſeſſed the happy talent of managing his affairs to the 
beſt advantage; but had one fault, which however, 18 
pardonable in old men. He delighted in talking, and 


above all things, of war and bloodſhed. If any body. 


was ſo unfortunate as to touch that ſtring in his pre- 
ſence, he inſtantly ſet the trumpet to his mouth; and 
the hearers were very happy if they got off for the re- 
lation of two fieges and three battles. As he had 
ſpent two thirds of his life in the army, his memory 


was an inexhauſtible ſource of different actions, Which 


were not always liſtened to with the ſame pleaſure 
that he felt in recounting them. Beſides, he Rams 
mered in his ſpeech, and was very prolix, which ren» 
dered his manner of relating very diſagreeable: other- 
wiſe, I never knew a nobleman of a better character. 
He had a great deal of equanimity, and was neither 
paſſionate nor whimſical; a circumſtance which I ad- 
mired very, much in a man of quality, Though he 


Was a good conomiſt, he kept an honourable houſe, 


his domeſtics conſiſting of ſeveral footmen, and three 
women, who. waited on Aurora. I ſoon perceived 
that the ſteward of Don Matthias, had procured a 
good poſt for me, and bent all my endeavours to 
maintain myſelf in it; for this purpoſe, I began by 


reconnoitring the ground; that is, ſtudying the diſfer- 
AG ent 
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ent humours of every body in the family; then regy. f 
lating my conduct by the obſervations I made, it wa 1 
not long before I acquired the geod- will of my e 
mater, and all his ſervants. F 
When I had been about a month in Don Vincent a 
family, I thought I perceived that his daughter diſtin. n 
f guiſhed me from all the reſt of the valcts in the houſe, a 
ö Always, when her eyes were fixed upon me, I remark. I 
9 ed a fort of complaiſance in her countenance, which 1 n 
| could not obſerve when ſhe looked at my fellows, 
; Had I. not lived among beaus and players, it would ti 
never have come into my head to imagine that Auro.ﬀW t. 
ra could think of me; but I was a good deal ſpoiled d. 
E among theſe gentlemen, who are ſeldom extremehy t! 
7 delicate in their ſentiments of the moſt virtuous ladies, ol 


„If (ſaid I to myſelf) we may believe thoſe ſtage. cc 
players; they are ſometimes benefited by the whims to 
which women of quality are ſubject: and how dog D 
know that my miſtreſs is free from ſuch caprice - to 
No (added I} I cannot believeit! ſhe is not one of Ml 1 
thoſe Meſſalinas, who, bclying the pride of their m 
birth, humble their affections ſo unworthily, evento I © 
the duſt, and diſhonour themſelves without bluſhing: th 
but rather, one of thoſe virtuous, though tender, MW an 
Yong ladies, who ſatisfied with the bounds preſcribed MW H. 
by honour to their inclinations, make no ſcruple of in- th: 
ſpiring, as well as of entertaining a delicate paſſion, W ov 
Which yields amuſement without danger. go 
Theſe were my ſentiments of my miſtreſs, though ex. 
I did not know preciſely how to interpret her beha-W w! 
viour. In the mean time, as often as ſhe ſaw me, ſhe of 
did not fail to ſmile, and expreſs joy in her counte- car 
tance; fo that, without paſſing for a fool, any man it 
might have been enſnared by ſuch fair appearances: dot 
I therefore could reſiſt them no longer; but conclud- tell 
cd, that Aurora was ſtrongly captivated with my gui 
merit; and looked upon myſelf as one of thoſe happy the 
domeſtics whoſe ſervice is ſweetened by love. That Ian 
might appear, in ſome meaſure, lels unworthy of the inte 
<a favour 
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favour which my good fortune had' procured for me, 
began to take more care of my perſon than I had 
ever done before: I ſpent all the money I had in 
linen, cfſences and pomatums: the firſt thing-I did of 


a morning was to dreſs and perfume myſelf,” that I 


might not appcar in diſhabille before my miſtreſs; 
and with this attention to my exteriors, and other airs 
I aſſumed, in order to pleaſe, I flattered myſelf that 
my happineſs was not far off. | 

Among Aurora's women there was one called Or. 
tiz, an old gentlewoman who had hved more than 
twenty years in the family, and nurſed Don Vincent's 
daughter, whom ſhe ſtill ſerved in quality of duenna, 
though ſhe no longer performed the difagreeable part 
of that function: but on the contrary, inſtead of dif- 


covering as formerly, the actions of Aurora, her ſole | 


buſineſs now was to conceal them. One evening, 
Dame Ortiz, having found an opportunity of ſpeaking 
to me without being overheard, told me ſoftly, that if 
I was wiſe and diſcteet. I would be in the garden at 


midnight, where I ſhould be informed of things Which 


I would not be ſorry to hear. I en{wered, ſqueezing 
the duenna's hand, that I would not fail to be there; 
and we parted im medrately for fear of being ſurprized. 
Heavens! how did the time hang on my hands, from 
that inſtant to ſupper (which in our family was always 


over in good time) and from thence to my malter's 


going to bed! Every thing ſeemed to drag on with 
extraordinary ſlowneſs; and- to crown my chagrin, 
when Don Vincent retired to his bed-chamber, inſtead 
of going to-reſt, he began to fight over again, all his 
campaigns in Portugal, with which he had fo often 
ſtunned me before. But one thing which he had never 
done hitherto, and reſorved for this evening, was to 
tell me the names of all the officers who had difltin- 
guiſhed themſelves in his time, and even to recount 
their exploits. What did I ſuffer in hearing bim to 
an end! he left off ſpeaking, however, a latt, and got 
into bed, Upon which, I went into the litile cloſet 

| where 
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where I ſlept, from whence there was a paſſage by 
pair of back ſtairs, into the garden, and La Foes i * 
whole body with eſſence; I then put on a clean ſhirt b. 
ſtrongly perfumed, and having neglected nothing w 
which I thought might flatter the paſſion of my mi. m 
treſs, went directly to the place of aſſignation. el 
Not finding Ortiz there, I concluded, that tired ſo 
with waiting for me, ſhe had returned to her apart- at 
ment, and that the happy minute was paſt. I blamed he 
Don Vincent for it, and as I was curſmg his cam. © 
paigns, heard it ſtrike ten. This made me believe pt 
that the clock went wrong, for I, was perſuaded that he 
it was at leaſt an hour paſt midnight, but I was fo 6 
happily miſtaken, that a good quarter of an hour af. ae 
ter this, I heard another clock ſtrike ten again, MW T. 
« Very well (ſaid I to myſelf) I have but two whole ca 
hours to dance attendance, and they ſhall have no te: 
cauſe to complain of my punctuality. What muſt we co 
do till twelve? Let us take a turn in the garden, and re 
conſider the part I am to play, which is a pretty new Fe 
one to me who am but a novice in the whims of wo- m 
men of quality. I know well enough how to behave Wl an 
with Abigails and actreſſes; theſe you accoſt with a dc 
f. miliar air, and come to the point without ceremony: ¶ he 
but we muſt go another way to work with ladics of 
faſhion : the gallant I imagine, mult be polite, com- 
plaiſant, tender, and reſpectful, tho? not timorous; 75 
inſtead of endeavouring to haſten his own happineſs, | 
by the violence of his tranſports, he ought to lie in 
wait for the moment of frailty.” | 
Theſe were my reflections, and this the conduct 1 
propoſed to obſerve with Aurora; repreſenting to my- 
ſelf that in a little time, I ſhould have the pleaſure of ai. 
feeing myſelf at her feet, and of ſaying a thouſand Ml ba 
paſſionate things to that amiable object. I even recol-M lu. 
Ic&ed all the paſſages of our theatrical pieces which he 
might be of ſervice to me, and do me honour during ha 
our interview; and by a ſeaſonable application of li 
theſe, I hoped, after the example of ſome player} ſc: 
wh. | whoul ed 
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whom I knew, to paſs for a wit, though I could only 
boaſt of a memory. Abſorpt in theſe reflections, 
which amuſed my impatience more agreeably than the 
military ſtories of my maſter, I heard the c 
eleven; upon which I plunged again into my reverie, 
ſometimes walking, and ſometimes ſitting in an arbor 
at the further end of the garden, The long expected 
hour of twelve at laſt truck, and in a few minutes, 
Ortiz, as punctual, though leſs impatient than I, ap- 
peared. - & Signior Gil Blas, ſaid the, accoſting me, 
how long have you been here?” I replied two hours: 
In good ſooth, ſaid ſhe laughing, you are very ex- 
act: it is a pleaſure to make an aſſignation with you. 
True indeed, continued ſhe, with a ſerious air, you 
cannot pay too dear for the happy tidings I have to 
tell you. My miſtreſs wants to have ſome private 
converſation with you. I will' ſay no more. The 
reſt is a ſecret you muſt learn from her own mouth. 
Follow me, and I will conduct you into her apart- 
ment.” So ſaying, the duenna took me by the hand, 
and led me in a myſterious manner, through a little 


door, of which ſhe had the key, into the chamber of 
her miſtreſs, She 


CHAP, II. 


The reception that Gil Blas met with from Aurora, and the 
converſation that paſſed between them. | 


Saluted Aurora, whom 1 foind in diſhabille, in the 

moſt reſpectful manner, and with the beſt grace 
I could put on; and ſhe received me with a fmiling 
air, forced me to fit down by her, and bade her am- 
baſſadreſs retire into another room. After this pre- 
lude, with which I was not ill pleaſed, ſhe addreſſed 
herſelf to me in theſe words. Gil Blas, you mult 
have perceived that I look upon you in a favourable 
light, and diſtinguiſh you from the reſt of my father's 
ſervants; and even though you may not have obſerv- 


ed, by my looks, that 1 haye a regard for you, - 
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ep I have taken this night will leave you no room to. hi. 
doubt ut,” ; 1 

I gave her no time to procced, but believing that 1 {What 
ought, as a polite gentleman, to ſpare her modeſty the 
pain of a more formal explanation, I ſtarted up in a Me. 
tranſport, and throwing mylelf at her fcet, like a 
ſtage hero, who falls on his knces before his princeſs, 
cried in a theatrical tone, © Ah madam ! can it be la. 
poſſible that Gil Blas, hitherto the foot-ball of fortunes 
and out caſt of nature, is ſo happy as to have inſpired; 


you with ſentiments“ . Don't ſpeak ſo loud, ſaid 1 
my miſtreſs laughing, you will awaken my women, tio 
who are aſleep in the next room. Get up, take your . 
ſeat again, and hear me to an end, without interrupt- Wer t 
ing me. Ves, Gil Blas, continued ſhe, reſuming her co 
gravity, I am your weli-wiſher; and, as a proof of ant 
my eſteem, willimpart to you a ſecret, on which the Maid 
repole of my life depends: 1 am in love with a young {W'*<10! 
gentleman of beauty, fortune, and illuſtrious birth; his 


his name is Don Lewis Pacheco; and although I have W'cv! 
leen him ſeveral times in the prado, and at public Han 
ſhews, I have never ſpoke to him, am even ignorant In th 
of his character, and don't know but he may be a oule 
perſon of bad morals. This is what I want to be in« Hepe. 
formed of; and having occaſion for a man to enquire Pore 
carefully abont his reputation, and bring me a faithful un 
account of it, I make choice of you, and believe Hale. 
run no riſk, by intruſting you with this commiſſion, ' pa 
in which, I hope you will acquit yourſelf with ſo d 
much diſcretion and addreſs, that I ſhall never repent W"<* 

of having made you my confidant.“ WA. 
Here my miſtreſs left off ſpcaking, in order to know Mech 
what anſwer I would make; and I, though at firſt hing 
diſconcerted at being fo diſagreeably undeceived, W. 
quickly recollected myſelf, and ſurmounting that M'**<< 
ſhame- which is always the concomitant of unfucceſs-{'<'s- 
ful raſhneſs, expreſſed ſo much zeal for the lady's 
intereſts, and devoted myſelf with ſo much ardor to 
her ſeryice, that, though ſhe might {ill * 1 

thin 


| 

'- CTL BIAS. ey 
hink that I had fooliſhly flattered myſelf with having 
ade an impreſſion on her heart, ſhe faw very well 
hat I knew how: to make amends for my' folly, 
I aſked but two days to bring her an account of Don 
.ewis; after which Dame Ortiz being called in by 
her miſtreſs, conducted me back into the garden, and 
left me there, after having ſaid, * Good night, Gil 
Blas, I know your punctuality ſo well that I need 
ot recommend it to you to be early at the next af 

ſignation.“ 
I returned to my chamber, not without ſome vex- 
ation to find my expectation baulked : nevertheleſs, 
was wiſe enough to reflect, that it became me bet. 
er to be the confidant than the lover of my miſtreſs, 
conſidered too, that this might turn out to my ad- 
antage, as the meſſengers of love are uſually well 
aid for their trouble; and I went to bed, in a full 
eſolution to perform what Aurora deſired. With 
his view I went abroad next day, and found na dif- 
iculty in learning the place of abode of ſuch a noted 
avalier as Don Lewis. I inquired into his character 
n the neighbourhood ; but thoſe to whom I applred 
ould not fully ſatisfy my curioſity. This made me 
epeat my enquiries the following day, when I was 


ore ſucceſsful. Meeting by accident in the ſtreet a 


young; man of my acquaintance, we ſtopt to chat a 
iule, and, that very inſtant, a friend of his happening 
o paſs, made up to us, and told his comrade that he 
ad been juſt turned away by Don Pacheco, the fa- 
her of Don Lewis, on ſuſpicion of having drank a 
alk of wine belonging to his maſter, I did not loſe 
uch a fair opportunity of being informed of ever 

hing I wanted to know, and ſucceeded fo well by 
he queſtions I aſked, that I went home very well ſa- 
is ed that I was able to keep my word with my milf. 
reſs. I wes to fee her again the next night, at the 
ame hour, and in the fame manner as at firſt ; but 1 
did not ſuffer fo much diſquiet that night, and far 
rom hearing the converſation of my old matter with 
unpa- 
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impatience, I introduced the ſubject of hiscampaigny 


, waited for twelve with the utmoſt tranquillity, andy * 
was not until I had heard the hour repeated by ſeve 
ral clocks that I went down into the garden, void 
eſſence and perfumes, reſolved for the future to-r6 
trench that extravagance. Are 

I found the moſt truſty duenna at the rendezvous 
and ſhe upbraided me in a ſatirical manner for hay 
ing abated in my diligence, I made no an{wer, bu 
let her conduct ,me into the apartment of Aurora 
who, as ſoon as I appeared, aſked it I had got goo! 
intelligence of Don Lewis. Yes, Madam, ſaid 
and you ſhall hear it in two words. In the ſirſt plac 
J muſt tell vou, that he will ſet out very ſoon on hy 
return to Salamanca, in order to finiſh his ſtudies, | 
is a young cavalier of honour and probity, and, being 


a gentleman and Caſtilian, his courage is not to Mind 
doubted ; he has beſides, a great deal of wit, and Hand 


behaviour 1s very agreeable : but that which, perhap 
you will leaſt like in him, is a diſpoſition, too mud 
a kin to that of moſt of our young noblemen, ex 
tremely rakiſh. You muſt know that, young as he u The 
he has already had two actreſſes in keeping.” „ * 
poſſible! cried Amora-: heavens ! what morals! bl ./: 
are you certain, Gil Blas, that he leads ſuch a licent 
ous life ?“ „Oh! don't at all doubt it, madam; 8 
replied; I was informed by a valet, Who was tu pee 
ed out of his ſervice this morning; and ſervants dg 
commonly very ſincere, when they talk of their fata! 
ters faults: beſides, he keeps company with Den 
Alexo Segiar, Don Antonio Centelles, and Don Fall )-;; 
nand de Gamboa; and that, alone, is a ſufficient 6 Oqu 
monitration of his libertinifm.” “ Enough, Gil Bette: 
ſaid my miſtreſs ſighing, on the credit of your repolMþ4 
1 will combat my unworthy paſſion, which, thouWel(- 
it has already taken deep rootin my heart. I don't d 
ſpair to overcome. Go, added ſhe, giving me atk 
tle purſe well repleniſhed, there's ſomething for yo 
KAT 3 | (79) bis 1123-94 trout 
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trouble; beware of diſcloſing my ſecret, and reinem- 
ber that I depend upon your ſilence. ; 1 0 
aſſured my miſtreſs, that ſhe might make herſelf 
perfectly eaſy on that ſcore, for I was the Harpocra- 
tes * of truſty valets. After this aſſurance, I wath- 
drew, very impatient to know the contents of my 
purſe, in which I found twenty piſtoles. This made 
me believe, that Aurora would have certainly given 
me more, had I brought her agreeable tidings, ſince 
ſhe paid me ſo handſomely for ſuch a mortifying 
piece of news: and Frepented that I had not 1mita- 
ted the lawyers, who ſometimes put a gloſs upon the 


lackFt+ith, in the practice of their profeſſion ; 1 was ſorry 
n I having nipt in the bud an intrigue, the conſe- 
+ 1 quence of which might have been very advantageous 
dein to me: however, I had the conſolation to ſee myſelf 
o indemnified for my unſcaſonable expence in eſſences 
oa FIR perfumes, f 
hap 

much C HAP. III. 

„ e 45 . 

he is The great change that happened in the family of Don 
© 1508 #7 cent, and the flrange reſolution with which love in- 
1 bl /-i7cd the ſair Aurora. | 
cen OON after this adventure, Signior Don Vincent 
am, happened & fall ſick; and though he had not 
, Lun ' 


been in ſuch an advanced age, the ſymptoms of his 
us 08d: {-aic were ſo violent, that we had realon to fear a 
mage ile, When he was firſt ſeized, two of the moſt 
Debus phyſicians of Madrid were ſent for. One of 
n Feige was called doctor Andros, and the other doctor 
GOguctos, who having examined the patient with great 
1 Bittention, were of opinion, that the humours of his 
epoßhbod, were in a ſtate of fermentation : but in nothing 
hou! (> could they agree. We mult make haſte, {ſaid 
n't oy adros)-and purge off the humours, though they > 
| crude 


bub * Harpocrates, among. the ancients, was worſhip- 
ped as the god of ſilence. 
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flux and reflux, leſt they ſettle upon ſome noble pans? 


method (reſumed the firſt) is directly oppoſite to that 


in a ſtate of fermentation.” „O! there you are mik 


the concottion of the humours.” 


fidence on him who had diſpatched the greateſt num 


dros, therefore, who was the younger, withdrew, nol 
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crude, while they continue in this violent agitation 
Oquetos, on the contrary, maintained, that they 


ought to wait for the concoction of the humours, be 
fore they ſhould employ a cathartic. ** But your 


of the prince of medicine: Hippocrates orders catharWl ha: 
tics in the very firſt days of the moſt ardent fever, audfWvrith 
ſays, in expreſs terra, that we muſt be ready to purgi o co 
when the Lady are in the orgaſm ; that is to ſay: 


taken, (replied Oquetos) Hippocrates, by the word 
orgaſm, does not underſtand the fermentation, bu 


Upon this, the doctors grew paſſionate: one re. 
peated the Greek text, and quoted all thoſe authorg 
who had explained it in his way: the other, rely mo 
on a Latin tranſlation, pronounced it in a tone ſtillnelt. 
more vociferons. Which of them was in the right 
Don Vincent was not the man to decide that queſtion; 
but ſeeing himſelf obliged to chuſe, beſtowed his con 


ber of patients; I mean the eldeſt of the two. An 


without darting ſome ſtrokes of raillery at his fenion 
on his interpretation of the word orgaſm. Oquetoy 
who remained triumphant, being a man of dodtut 
Sangrado's principles, began by ordering his patiem 
to be copiouſly blooded, deferring his cathartic unul 
the humours ſhould be concocted: but death, who 
without doubt, was afraid the purgation ſo ſagely e 
layed, would deprive him of his prey, prevented the 
concottion, and carried my maſter off. Such was onfi 


the end of Signior Don Vincent, who loſt his lifeWwre 


becauſe his phyſician did not underſtand Greek. | 
Aurora having celebrated her father's funerals, . 

a manner ſuitable to his birth, took poſſeſſion of hujſpen | 
eſtate, and, being now miſtreſs of herſelf, diſmiſſed 00 
ſome of the domeſtics, with rewards * & wil 
cu 
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heir ſeveral ſervices, and, in a little time, retired to 

t caſtle, which ſhe had on the banks of the Tagus, be- 
yh ween Sacedon and Buendia. I was not only one of 
be hoſe whom ſhe retained, and carried to the country 
ou ich her, but alſo had the good fortune to become a 
hatWeceſſary — Notwithſtanding the faithful report 
nar had made to her of Don Lewis, ſhe was ſtill in love 
aud ith that cavalier ; or rather, finding herſelf unable 
geo conquer her paſſion, ſhe had abandoned herſelf in- 
ay/Wirely to it; and being no longer under a neceſſity of 
nilWaking precautions to {peak with me in private, Gil 
ordÞlas, (ſaid ſhe, fighing) 1 cannot forget Don Lewis: 
bution ſpite of all my efforts to baniſh him from my 
houghts, he 1s ſtill preſent in my 1magination : not 

xt. uch as thou haſt painted him, plunged in all ſorts of 
orWcbauch ; but ſuch as I would have him to be, tender, 
vin morous and conſtant.” So ſaying, ſhe began to 
ſtilgnelt, and could not help ſhedding ſome tears; which 
cht ffected me fo much, that I could ſcarce refrain from 
ion Weecping alſo: I could not make my court to her 
conWaore effectually, than by ſympathizing with her ſor- 
mow. * I ſee thou ball. a very tender diſpoſition, 
Ay friend (added ſhe, after having dried her fair eyes), 
„noind 1 am ſo well ſatisfied with thy zeal, that thou 


nion ay'ſt depend upon being well recompenced. Dear 
etosil Blas, I have more occaſion now than ever for thy 
ourWlliſtance, I will diſcloſe to thee a deſign which at 
tien 


reſent engroſſes me, arid which thou wilt (no ny 
ronounce very capricious. Know, that I inten 

ſet out immediately for Salamanca, where I will 
ilguiſe myſelf like a cavalier, and, under the name 
f Don Felix, get acqainted with Pacheco, whoſe 
onfidence and friendſhip I will endeavour to ac- 
uire : I will often ſpeak to him of Aurora de Guz- 
an, and call myſelf her couſin; by which means, 
e will, perhaps, expreſs a-defire to ſee her; and 
en my expeQation will be anſwered. We will have 
0 A lodgings at Salamanca, in one of which 
will paſs for Don Felix, in the other for Aurora, and 
pre- 
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preſenting myſelf to the eyes of Don Lewis, ſome. 
times metamorphoſed into a man, and ſometimes in 
my own dreſs, I flatter myſelf, that I ihall, by de- 
grees, accompliſh my purpoſe. I grant (added ſhe) that 
this an extravagant ſcheme ; but I am hurried away 
by my . paſſion, and the innocence of my intention 
makes me inſenſible of the riſł I muſt run.“ 

I was very much of Aurora's opinion, with regard 
to the nature of her deſign : nevertheleſs, how impru- 


dent ſoever I judged it, I took care not to act the pe- 


dagogue; but, on the contrary, began to gild the pill, 
and undertook'to prove, that this mad project was no 
more than an agreeable frolic that could have no bad 
conſequence. My miſtreſs was pleaſed with this 
conſtruftion ; for lovers are charmed with flattery, 
even in their moſt extravagant fancies. We now, 
therefore, looked upon this raſh enterprize in 1 
other light than that of a comedy, the ſkilful repre: 
ſentation of which it is my. buinels to concert. Ha. 
ing choſen our actors from the ſervants of the family; 
the parts were diſtributed, without the leaſt quarrel 
or diſturbance : becauſe we were not playcrs by pro- 
felon. It was reſolved that Dame Ortiz ſhould ab 
the part of Aurora's aunt, under the name of Donn 
Kimena. de Guzman, attended by a valet and wait 
ing-woman ; and that Aurora, dreſled like a cavalier 
ſhould entertain me as a valet de chambre, togethe 
with one of her own maids, in the diſguiſe of a pag 
to be always about her perſon. The characters being 
thus regulated, we returned to Madrid, where we 
underſtood Don Lewis {till was, but that it would 
not be long before he would ſet out for Salamanca 
upon which we ordered the neceſſary dreſſes to h 
made with all diligence; and when they went 
finiſhed, my miſtreſs cauſed them to be convenzentl 
packed up, until we fhauld find a proper time and 
place for putting them on. Then leaving the cared 
her houſe to the ſteward, ſhe fet out in a coat 
drawn by tour mulcs, and took the road to the kin 
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dom of Leon, with all thoſe of her ſervants, Who had 
mY parts to att in her performance. N. e 
le- We had already croſſed Old Caſtile, when the 
axletree of the coach gave way, between Avila and 
47 WF Villaflor, about three or four hundred paces from a 
caſtle, which we perceived at the foot of a moun- 
tain, As night approached we were not a little em- 
barrafſed, when a 'peaſant paſling by accident, rid 
us of our anxiety by telling us that the caſtle Which 
PF we ſaw belonged to Donna Elvira, widow of Don 
Pedro de Pinares, a lady whoſe character heextolled 
ſo much, that my miſtreſs ſent me to the caſtle to 
beg a lodging for one night. Elvira did not- 
belie the countryman's report, but received me with 
TY>Mcrcat affability, and favoured Aurora's compliments 
with ſuch an-anſwer as ſhe deſired. We repaited 


Un Eimmediately- to the caſtle, whither our coach was 
* dragged flowly by our mules, and at the gate met 
av 


on Pedro's widow, who came out to receive my 
nitreſs, I will paſs over in filence the civil things 
hat were ſaid on both ſides on this occahon, and only 
blerve, that Elvira was a lady pretty much advanced 
in years, but very polite, and underſtood how to 
perform the duties of hoſpitality as well as any wo- 

an in the world. She conducted Aurora into 'a 

ſumptuous apartment, where leaving her to repaſe 
> few moments, ſhe came and employed her atten- 
ion on the moſt minute things that concerned us. 
WA ftcrwards when ſupper was ready ſhe ordered the 


own together at table, Don Pedro's widow was' 


0c Wot one of thoſe people who cloud the honour of 
to heir entertainments with a penſive and diſcontented 
Weir: ſhe was of a gay diſpoſition, and ſupported the 
* onverſation in an agreeable manner ; expreſſing her- 


Welf with great dignity and elegance. I admired her 

nderftending, and the delicate turn of her thoughts, 

hich ſcemed to charm Aurora as well as me. They 
Fonceived a friendſhip for one another, * 
3 | mile 


loth to be laid ia Aurora's chamber, where they fat: _ 


1 
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miſed to maintain a correſpondence by letters. Our 

coach could not be refitted till the following day, 

and as we ſhould run ſome riſk by ſetting out late, it 

was determined that we ſhould ſtay at the caſtle ano. 

ther night. We, in our turn, were ſerved with a 

133 ok victuals, and our beds were no leſs com- 
ortable than our mcal. 

Next day my miſtreſs found new charms in the 
converſation of Elvira, with whom ſhe dinedin alarge 
hall, adorned with ſeveral pictures; one of which 
was remarkable for the beauty and wonderful ex- 
preſſion. of the figures, though it preſented a very 
tragical ſcene to the view. A dead cavalier appeared 
lying on his back, and drowned in his own blood, 
but ſeemed ſtill to retain a menacing air, even in 
death. Near him lay a young lady in another aiti- 
tude, ſtretched alſo upon the ground; a ſword was 
ſeen plunged in her boſom, and ſhe breathed her laſt 
ſighs, and fixing her dying eyes upon a young man 
who ſeemed mortally grieved at the loſs of her, 
The painter had likewiſe drawn another figure which 
did not eſcape my attention: this was an old man of 
a good mien, who, ſtrongly affected with the object 
that ſtruck his view, diſcovered as much ſenſibility as 
the youth. One would have thought that each of 
them felt the ſame pangs, at ſight of theſe doleful 
images, but that each received the impreſſion in a dif- 
ferent manner. The old man ſeemed overwhelmed 
with the profound ſorrow in which he was plangeny 
but there was fury mixed with the affliction of the 
youth. The painter had expreſſed the. whole with 
ſuch ſtrength, that we could ſcarce withdraw our 
eyes from the performance. My miſtreſs having 
aſked what ſtory the picture repreſented ; Madam, 
ſaid Elvira, it is a faithful — Pn wa of the mik 
fortunes of my family.“ This anſwer excited the cu- 
rioſity of Aurora, who expreſſed ſuch an eager incli- 
nation to knaw more, that Don Pedro's widow could 


not diſpenſe with promiſing her the ſatisfaQtion ſhe 


deſired 


fervently to hear the explanation of the picture, 
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deſired, This promife, which was made before 
Ortiz, her two companions and me detained us all 
four inthe hall after dinner. My miſtreſs would have: 
fent us away, but Elvira perceiving, that we 9 


ad: 
the goodneſs to bid us ſtay, ſaying: that the __ 


which ſhe was going to relate was none that required 


ſecreſy; and immediately began in theſe words. 


CHAP. Iv. 
Tue baleful marriage. A novel *. 


| 0 tw + yr. of Sicily, had a brother and a ſiſter x: 
the firſt, called Mainfroy, revolted againſt him, 
and lighted up a dangerous and bloody war in the 
kingdom; but had the misfortune to loſe two battles, 
and fall into the hands of the king, Who contented 
himſelf with puniſhing his rebellion by depriving him 
of his liberty. This clemency ſerved only to make 
Roger paſs for a barbarian, inthe opinion of one part. 
of his ſubjects, who ſaid he had only ſaved bis- pro- 
ther's life, in order to exerciſe upon him a ſlow and: 
inhuman revenge. But all the reſt, with more foun- 
dation, imputed the harſh treatment that Mainfroy * 
ſuffered in priſon to his filter Mathilda alone; for ſhe 


had, in effect, always hated the prince, and did not 


ceaſe perſecuting him as long as he lived: but ſhe 

died ſoon after him, and her death was looked upon 

as a juſt puniſhment of her unnatural difpoſition. 
Mamfroy having left two ſons, as: yet in their in- 


fancy, Roger wiſhed to get rid of them, fearing that 


when they ſhould arrive at a more advanced age, the 


<celire of revenging their father would induce them 


to revive a faction which was not ſo much quelled: 
but that it might occaſion new troubles in the ſtate, 


* This novel is a true ſtory, on which the late Mr. 


Thomſon has founded his tragedy of Tancred and 


Sigiſmunda. 
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He imparted his deſign to the ſenator Leontio Siffredi, 


His miniſter, who, to divert him from putting it in 


execution, undertook the education of prince Hen- 
riquez, the eldeſt, and adviſed him to commit the 
youngeſt, who was called Don Pedro, to the care of 
the conſtable of Sicily. Roger, perſuaded that his 
nephews would be brought up by theſe men in that 
ſubmiſſion and duty which they owed to him, left the 
princes to their conduct, and took upon himſelf the 
care of his niece Conſtantia, who was of the ſame age 
with Henriquez, and only daughter of the princeſs 
Mathilda; he furniſhed her with women and maſters, 
and ſpared nothing in her education. | 
Leontio Siffredi had a caſtle two ſhort leagues from 
Palermo, at a place called Belmont; and there that 
-. miniſter employed himſelf in rendering Heniquez 
worthy of mounting one day, the throne of Sicily. 
He ſoon obſerved in that prince ſuch amiable quali- 
tics, that he applied himſelf io the cultivation of them, 
as cloſely as if he had had no children of his on. 
He was bleſſed, however, with two daughters; the 
eldeſt of whom, called Blanch, younger by a year 
than the prince, was adorned with the moſt perfect 
beauty: the other, named Porcia, whoſe birth occa- 
Honed her mother's death, was ftill in the cradle, 
Blanch and prince Henriquez, as ſoon as they were 
capable of love, entertained a mutual paſſion, though 
they had not the liberty of converſing in private, 
The prince, however, did not fail te find opportunt 
ties ſome times; and knew ſo well how to profit by 
thoſe precious moments, that he engaged the daughter 
of Siffredi to allow him to execute a project he had 
formed. juſt about this time, it happened that Le- 
ontio was obliged by the king's orders, to make A 
Journey into one of the moſt remote provinces of the 
Hand ; and, during his abſcnce, Henriquez capſed 
an opening to be made in the wall of his apartmenh, 
that was contiguous to the chamber of Blanch ; ſup» 


lying it with a ſliding partition of wood, that ＋ 
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ed and ſhnt, without being perceived; becauſe it was 
ſo cloſely joined to the cieling, that the eye could not 
diſcover the artifice. A ſkilful architect, whom the 
prince had made his friend, performed the work with 
equal diligence and ſecrecy. | 
Through this paſſage, the amorous Heniiquez in- 
troduced himſelf ſometimes into the chamber of his 
miſtreſs ; but he did not abuſe her favour ; for tho? 
ſhe was imprudent enough to allow him a private 
entrance into her apartment, ſhe did not condeſcend 
lo far, until he had aſſured her that he would never 
aſk any thing that innocence could not grant. One 
night he found her very uncaſy, becauſe ſhe had heard 
that Koger was very ill, and had ſent for Siffredi, as 
high-chancellor of the kingdom, in order to entruſt 
him with his laſt will. She repreſented to herſelf al- 
ready, her dear Henriquez on the throne, and being 
afraid of loſing him in that high ſtation, was under 
the utmoſt anxiery ; and the tears ſtood in her eyes 
when he appeared. © Heavens! you weep, madam; 
what muſt I think of that forrow with which I ſee 
you overwhelmed ?“ „ Sir, replied Blanch, I cannot 
conceal my alarms : the king your uncle will ſoon 
ceale to live, and you will ſucceed him. When I 
therefore foreſee how far your new greatneſs will re- 
move you from me, I own I cannot be unconcerned. 
A monarch ſeldom beholds things with a lover's eye, 
and that which was his utmoſt ambition while he was 
a ſubject, affects him but lightly when he is on the 
throne, Whether it be an unhappy preſage, or rea» 
ſon only that inſpires me, I feel my foul agitated 
with emotions that all my confidence in your good» 
neſs cannot aſſuage; and though I dare not doubt 
your generoſity, I cannot help diſtruſting my own 
deſtiny.” © Adorable Blanch ! replied the prince, 
your fears are obliging, and juſtify my attachment to 
your charms-; but the excels of your doubts injures 
my love, and, if I may be allowed to ſay fo, the eſ- 
tcem which you owe me. No! think not that my 
\ B 2 deſtiny 
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deſtiny and yours can ever be ſeparated. Believe ra- 
ther, that you will always be the object of my hap- 
pineſs and joy. Lay aſide your fear, therefore, and 
let it not diſturb ſuch endearing moments.“ ©« Ah, 
Sir ! anſwered the daughter of Leontio, as ſoon as you 
are crowned, your ſubjects, perhaps, will demand 
for your queen a princeſs deſcended from a long race 
of kings, whoſe ſplendid nuptials may add new 
realms to yours; and perhaps, alas! you will anſwer 
their expectation, even at the expence of your inclina- 
tion.” © Ha! why, replied Henriquez, with ſome 
warmth, why are you thus prone to torment your- 
ſelf, by raiſing ſuch an afflicting image of what will 
never happen ? Should heaven diſpoſe of the king, 
my uncle, and make me maſter of Sicily, I ſwear 
that I will eſpouſe you in Palermo, in preſence of 
all my court, and I invoke all that is ſacred to con- 
firm my oath.” 

Siffredi's daughter was cheared by the proteſtations 
of Henriquez, and the reſt of their converſation 


turned on the king's diſtemper : on which occaſion 


# Henriquez diſcovered the goodneſs of his heart, in 


lamenting his uncle's fate, with which he had no 


great reaſon to be affected: the force of blood mak- 
ing him regret a prince, by whoſe death he ſhould 
acquire a crown, Blanch, as yet, did not know all 
the misfortunes that threatened her. The conſtable 
Jof Sicily had met her coming out of her father's 
=. apartment, one day when he was at the caſtle of Bel- 
mont, on ſome important affairs, was captivated with 


her beauty, and next day demanded her in marriage 
of Siffredi, who conſented to the match; but Roger's 
diſtemper intervening, the nuptials were deferred, 


and Blanch knew nothing of the matter. 

One morning, juſt as Henriquez had done dreſſing, 
he was ſurprized to ſee Leontio, followed by Blanch, 
come into his apartment. „ Sir, ſaid that miniſter 


W to bim, the news I bring are afflicting. but the con- 


ſolation with which they are attended ought to mo- 
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derate your grief. The king, your uncle, is dead, | 
after having left you heir to his ſceptre, and Sicily is 
ſubje& to your ſway. The grandees. of the realm, 
who attend your orders at Palermo, have commiſli- 
oned me to receive them from your mouth: and I. 
am come, Sir, with my daughter, the firſt of your 
new ſubjects, to offer our early and ſincere homage.” 
The prince, who knew very well that Roger had la- 
boured two months under a diſeaſe that gradually 
conſumed him, was not much ſurprized at this piece. 
of news; nevertheleſs, ſtruck with the ſudden change 
of his condition, he felt a thouſand confuſed emotions 
riſe within his breaſt; and having muſed ſome time, 
broke ſilence, by addreſſing himſelf to Leontio, in 
thele words: “ Sage Siffredi, I ſhall always look 
upon you as my father, glory in regulating my con- 
doct by your counſel, and you ſhall be as much king 
iu Sicily as I am.” So ſaying, he advanced to a ta- 
ble, on which there was a ſtandiſh, and taking a ſheet, 
of paper, wrote his name at the bottom of the. page. 
What are you about to do, Sir,” ſaid Siffredi to 
him. © Jam going to manileſt my gratitude and 
elteem, anſwered Henriquez, preſenting the ſheet. to 
Blanch, and ſaying, Receive, madam, this pledge 
ol my faith, and of the empire over my inclinatious 
which I now yield to you.“ Blanch took it, bluth- 
ing, and made this anſwer to the prince: © I receive 
with reſpe& the favours of my king; but I depend 
upon a father; and I hope your majeſty will not take 
it 1] that I depoſit this paper in his hands, to be uſed 
as his pradence ſhall direct him.“ 

She accordingly gave che ſubſcription of Henriquez 
to her father, who then obſerved what till that mo- 
ment had efcaped his penetration. He diſcerned the 
prince's ſentiments, and ſaid to him,“ Your majeſty 
all have no cauſe to reproach me; for I will not 
abuſe the confidence” —* My dear Leontio ! cried 
Henriquez, interrupting him, don't imagine you can 
abuſe it. Whatever uſe you ſhall make of the paper, 
B g I will 
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I will approve of your determination. But go, add- 
ed he, return to Palermo, order the preparations to 
be mage for my coronation, and tell my ſubjects, 
that I will follow you immediately thither, in order 


to receive their oaths of allegiance, and aſſure them of 


my affection. The miniſter obeyed his new mal- 
ter's orders, and with his daughter ſet vut for Pa- 
lermo. | | 

A few hours after, their departure, the prince took 
the ſame road, more engroſſed by his love than by 
the high rank to which he was raiſed. As ſoon as he 
arrived in the city, he was ſaluted with innumerable 
mouts of joy, and amidſt the acclamations of his 
people entered the palace, where every thing was al- 
ready prepared for the ceremony, and where he found 
the princeſs Conſtantia in deep mourning, and to all 
appearance very much affected with Roger;s death, 
As they owed one another a mutual compliment of 
condolance on the event, they both acquitted them- 
felves very handſomely; but it was more cold on the 
ide of Henriquez, than on that of Conſtance, who, 
in fpite of the enmity ſubſiſting between their fami- 
hes, could not hate the prince. He placed himſelf on 
the throne, and the princeſs ſat on his right hand, in 
an elbow chair not quite ſo high. The grandees* of 
the kingdom took their places, each according to his 
rank: the ceremony began, and Leontio, as high- 
chancellor of the ſtate, and keeper of the late king's 
will, opened and read it with an audible voice. This 
d-ed contained in ſubſtance, that Roger, ſeeing him- 
ſelf without iſſue, named the eldeſt ſon of Mainfroy 
for his ſucceſſor, on condition that he ſhould eſpoule 
the princeſs Conſtance ; which, if he refuſed to per- 
form, he ſhould forfeit the crown of Sicily to the 1n- 
fant Don Pedro, his brother, who ſhould enjoy it on 
the ſame terms. 

Henriquez was confounded at theſe words! the 
reſtriftion gave him incredible pain, which became 
ſtill more violent, when Leogtio, after having "_ 
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the will, pronounced to the whole aſſembly, My 
lords, having reported the laſt intentions of the late 
king to our new monarch, that generons prince con- 
ſents to honour his couſin, the princeſs Conſtance, 


with his hand.” At theſe words Henriquez inter- 
rupted the chancellor, ſaying, + Leontio, remember 
the writing which Blanch”——*< Sir (faid Siffridi 
with precipitation, before the prince could have time 
to explain himſelf) here it is. The grandees of the 
realm (added he, ſhewing the paper to the aſſembly) 
will here ſee, by your majeſty's auguſt hgnature, the 
eſteem you have ſor the princeſs, and the deference 
you pay to the laſt will of the deceaſed king, your un- 
cle.” Having ſpoke theſe words, he read the deed 
with which hg. himſelf had filled the paper, contain - 
ing the molt ſolemn engagement to marry Conſtance, 
conformable to the intention of Roger, The hall 
rung with repeated ſhouts of all preſent, who cried, 
Long live our magnanimous king Henriquez :** for, 
as nobody was ignorant of the averſion which that 
prince had always manifeſted for the princeſs, it was 
feared, not without reaſon, that he would revolt 
againſt the condition of the will, and, by theſe means, 
raiſe commotions in the kingdom. But the reading 
ot this paper entirely compoſed the minds of the no- 
bles and people, and excited theſe general acclama- 
tions, which, in ſecret, tortured the monarch's ſoul. 

Conſtance, who, both on account of her own 
glory, and her paſſion for Henriquez, enjoyed the 
public ſatisfaction more than any body, choſe this 
ume to allure him of her gratitude, But the prince, 


jn vain endeavouring to conſtrain-himſelf, received 


her compliment with great affliction, and was, in- 
decd, in ſuch diſorder, that he could not even per- 
tm what decency required. At laſt, yielding to 


the violence of his paſſion, he approached Siffredi, 


whom the duty of his office obliged to be pretty near 
jus perſon, and, with a low voice, ſaid, What 
4 ; have 
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Have you done, Leontio? the ſubſcription which 


Put into your daughter's hands was not intended for 
this uſe. You have betraycd”—* Sir, (ſaid Siffredi, 
an a reſolute tone) conſider your own glory: if you 
Fefuſe to follow the will of the king your uncle, you 
lofe the.crown of Sicily.” He had no ſooner ſpoke 
au this manner than he removed at a greater diſtance 
from the king that he might not have an opportunity 
to reply. Henriquez remained in the utmoſt perplex- 
ity, and felt himſclf agitated by contrary emotions, 
He was incenſed againſt Siffredi; he could not re- 
ſolve to abandon Blanch: but, diſtracted between 
3 the intereſt of his glory, it was ſome time be- 
fore he could come to any reſolution, However, 
he was determined at laſt, and thought he had fallen 
upon a method to preſerve the daughter of Siffredi, 
without renouncing the throne. He feigned ſubmil- 
fon to the will of Roger, and purpoſed, while a diſ- 
penſation for his marriage with his couſin ſhould be 
{ſoliciting at Rome, to gain the nobles of the realm 
by his bounty, and eſtabliſh his power ſo well that 
Be ſhould not be obliged to fulfil its conditions. 

As ſoon as he had formed this deſign he became 
more tranquil, and turning to Conſtance, confirmed 
to her what the high chancellor had read before the 
whole aſſembly. But in the very moment when he 
betrayed himſelf fo far as to plight his troth to her, 
Blanch arrived in the council-hall. She came thi- 
ther by her father's command, to pay her reſpects to 
the princeſs, and her ears were ſtruck with the words 
of Henriquez at her firſt entrance. Belides, Leontio, 
being deſirous that ſhe ſhould have no cauſe to doubt 
of her. misfortune, ſaid, while he preſented her to 
Conſtance, “ Daughter do homage to your queen, 
and wilh her all the ſweets of a flouriſhing reign and 
happy marriage.“ This terrible ſtroke overwhelmed 

the unfortunate Blanch! in vain ſhe endeavoured to 
conceal her grief; ſhe bluſhed and grew pale alter- 
nately, and ſhook through every limb, N een 
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the princeſs had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of the cauſe, 
but attributed\the diſorder in which ſhe paid her com- 
pliment, to the perplexity of a young creature bred 


up in ſolitude, and altogether unaccuſtomed to the 


court. It was quite otherwiſe with the young Kings: 
the ſight of Blanch abalhed him: and the deſpair he 
obſerved in her eyes tranſported him quite behde him- 


ances, ſhe believed him unfaithful. He would havg: 


how could, he find an opportunity, when all Sicily, 


the cruel Siffredi deprived him of that hope: for 
reading the thoughts of theſe two lovers in their looks, 
and willing to prevent the miſchief which the vio- 
lence of their paſſion might create in the ſtate, that 
miniſter, in an artful manner, carried his daughter 
out of the aſſembly, and ſet out with her on his re- 
turn to Belmont: reſolved, for more reaſous than 
one, to have her marricd as ſoon as poſſible. 

They were no ſooner arrived thaw he made her ac- 
quainted with all the horror of her fate, by declaring 
that he had promiſed her in marriage to the conſta- 
ble, „ Juſt Heaven! (cried ſhe, in a tranſport of 
grief, which her father's preſence could not repreſs} 


for what direful puniſhment is the unfortunate Blanche: 


reſerved!” Her deſpair, was even ſo violent as to 
ſuſpend all. the faculties of her ſoul. - She was ſeized 


with an univerſal chillneſs, and becoming clay-coldt: 


and wan, ſwooned away in the arms of her father. 
He was affected with her condition; but, though he 
ſhared her affliction with all the tenderneſs of à pa- 
rent, his firſt reſolution fill remained -unſhaken. 
Blanch at length recovered. her ſpirits, more through 
the exquiſite fenſation of her grief than through the 
water which Siffredi ſprinkled on her face 3 and pars 
ceiving, while ſhe opened her languiſhing eyes, Sit 


(ſaid ſhe with a feeble voice) I am aſhamed that yo 


have ſcen my weakneſs ; but death, which muſt ſoon 
B 5 end 


ſelf, He did not doubt, that, jadging by appear-! 
been leſs uneaſy could he have ſpoke to her : but 


as one may ſay, had its cyes upon him? Beſides, 
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choly Blanch, befote ſhe came to that determination ! 
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end my torments, will, in a little time, rid you of 
an unhappy daughter, Who has dared to diſpoſe of 
her heart without your conſent,” No, my dear 


Blanch (replied Leontio) live and let virtue reſume 


its empire in your breaſt, The conſtable's paſ- 


ſron does you honour; he is the moſt conſiderable 


match in the kingdom.” —* I eſteem his perſon and 
his merit (ſaid Blanch, mterrupting him) but, Sir, the 
king had made me hope”—* Daughter (ſaid Siffredi, 


cutting her ſhort in his turn) I know all that you can 


ſay on that ſubject. I am not ignorant of your tender- 
neſs for the prince, which, at another conjunRure, I 
ſhould not eee You ſhould even ſee me ea- 
ger to inſure you of the hand of Henriquez, if the in- 
tereſt of his glory, and that of the ſtate did hot 
oblige him to beſtow it on Conſtance. It is on that 
condition only, that the late king deſigned him 
for the ſucceſſor; and would you have him prefer 
you to the crown of Sicily? Believe me, I ſympa- 
thize with you in the cruel ſtroke you ſuffer ; but 
{mce we cannot withſtand the decrees of deſtiny, 
make one generous effort. Your glory is concerned 


in concealing from the kingdom the vain hope with 


which you flattered yourſelf, Your ſenſibility for 
the king may raiſe reports to your diſadvantage; 
and the only means of preventing them will be to 
marry the conſtable, In ſhort, Blanch, this is no 
timeto deliberate. The king yields you for a throne, 


1 | and-marfies Conſtance. The conſtable has my pro- 


miſe, which I beg you will perform; end if I mult 


uſe my authority to bring you to this reſolution, I 


order you to comply.” 


So ſaying, he left her to reflect upon what ſhe had 
| heard, hoping, that after having maturely conſidered 
| the arguments he had uſed, te ſupport her virtue 


againſt her inclination, ſhe would reſolve, of herſelf, 
10 give her hand to the conſtable. In this he was not 
miſtaken, But what pangs did it coft the melan- 


She 
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She was in a condition, which, of all others, was 


moſt worthy of compaſſion! Grief for ſeeing her 


preſages for the infidelity of Henriquez changed into 
certainty, and for being conſtrained in loſing him, to 
give herſelf away to another, whom ſhe could not 
love, created in her ſuch violent tranſports of afflic- 
tion, that every moment was attended with new tor- 
tore. If my misfortune is certain {cried ſhe) how 
cen I reſiſt it without dying P. cruel deſtiny ! why was 
J fed with the moſt delicious hopes, when I was 
doomed to ſuch an abyſs of miſery ! and thou, perfi- 
dious lover! how. durſt thou betroth thyſelf to ano- 
ther aſter thou hadſt promiſed eternal ſideluy to me ? 
Ilaſt thou ſo ſoon forgot the faith which thou halt 
ſworn? As a puniſhment for having ſo cruelly de; 
ceived me, may heaven make the nuptial bed, 
which thou art going to ſtain with perjury, not a ſcene 
of pleaſure, but remorſe! may the careſſes of Con- 
ſtance convey poiſon to thy unfaithful heart ! and may 
thy marriage be as baleful as mine! Yes, traitor ! I 
will eſpoule the Conſtable, whom I cannot love, to 
revenge me upon myſelf, and puniſh me for having 
ſo indiſcreetly choſen the object of my love. Since 
my religion forbids me to make an attempt upon my 
lite, the days I have to live ſhall be nothing elſe than 
an unhappy ſeries of troubles and diſquiet. If thou 
ſtill preſerveſt any tenderneſs for me, thou wilt be 
mortified at ſeeing me throw mylelf into the arms of 
another; and if thou haſt entirely forgot me, Sicily, 
at leaſt, - may boaſt of having produced a woman, 
who puniſhed herſelf tor having too ſimply diſpoſed 

of her heart.“ ; 
In ſich a ſituation did this unhappy victim of 
love and duty paſs the night that arecedi her mar- 
riage with the conſtable; and Siffredi finding her 
next day' ready to comply with his defire, made haſte 
to take the advantage of that favourable. diſpoſition. 
He ſent for the conſtable to Belmont. that fame day, 
and married him privately - to his daughter, in the 
| chaper 
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à crown, to loſe for ever, a perſon whom ſhe 


-ceived her huſband at firſt, but he did not long con- 


' 


chapel of the caſtle, It was not enough to renoun& 


loved, and beſtow herſelt upon the object of her 
hatred, but ſhe was allo obliged to diſſemble her 
ſentiments . before a huſband, who' was inflamed 
with the moſt ardent paſſion for her, and naturally of 
a jealous diſpoſition. That ſpouſe, charmed with 
the poſſeſſion of what he held moſt dear, was conti. 
nually in her company, and did not even alllow her 
the ſad conſolation of bewailing her misfortune in ſe- 
cret, When night approached, the daughter of Le. 
ontio felt her affliction redoublef: but what were her 
Pangs when her women, after having undreſſed, left 

er alone with the conſtable! Heaſked, in a reſpeQ- 
ful mannner, the cauſe of that ſorrow with which ſhe 
ſeemed to be depreſſed; and Blanch, perplexed by 
the queſtion, feigned herſelf indiſpoſed. This de. 


at the condition in which he ſaw her, and preſſed het 
to go to bed, his entreatics, which ſhe miſtinterpret- 
ed, preſented ſuch a cruel image to her imagination 

that, being unable to contain herſelf any longer, ſhe 
gave free vent to her fighs and tears. What a fight 
was this fora man who believed himſelf at the very 

ſummit of his happineſs! He no longer doubted 

that the affliction of his wife portended ſomething 
finiſter to his love. Nevertheleſs, though the know- 

ledge of it threw him into a ſituation almolt as deplo 
table as that of Blanch, he had ſuch command e 

himſelf, that he concealed his ſuſpicions. Her 
doubled his entreaties, and continued to preſs hi 
ſpouſe to go to reſt, aſſuring her, that he would nol 

interrupt the repoſe which ſhe ſeemed ſo mucht 

want. He even offered to call her women, if the 

thought that their aſſiſtance could alleviate her indil 
poſition. Blanch, encouraged by this promiſe, toll 

him that her preſent weakneſs only required a itt 

lleep. He pretended: to believe her, and going te 

— ed 


tinue in his miſtake : for, as he was "ond concerned 
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bed together, they paſſed a night very different from 
thoſe which Cupid and Hymen beſtow on two lovers 
inſpired by mutual paſſion. | | 

While Siffredi's daughter indulged her ſorrow, the 
conſtable endeavoured, within himſelf, to divine the 
cauſe that rendered his marriage ſo unhappy. He 
concluded, that there was a rival in the At bo but 
was bewildered in his own imagination, when be at- 
tempted to diſcover who that rival was; and the ſobe 
reſult of his conjectures was, that he was the moſt 
unhappy of all mankind. He had already ſpent two 
thirds of the night in theſe agitations, When his ears 
were ſtruck with a hollow novle ; and he was not a 
little ſurprized to hear ſomebody walking ſoftly in 
the chamber. He believed himſelf miſtaken ; for he 
remembered that he himſelf had locked the door, 
after Blanch's women were gone, and drew back the 
curtain to diſcover, by the evidence of his eyes, the 
cauſe of the noiſe which he heard: but the light, 
which had been leſt in the chimney; was extinguiſh» 
ed, and, in a little time, he heard the name of Blanch 
repeated ſeveral times, in a ſoſt and languiſhing 
tone. Then his jealous ſuſpicions were inflamed to 
fury, and his honour alarmed, obliging him to riſes 
in order to prevent an affront, or take vengeance for 
it, he ſeized his ſword, and moveGtowards that fide 
whence'the voice ſeemed to come. Feeling a naked 
{word oppoſed to his own, he advanced, the other 
retired : he purſued, and the other vaniſhed from his 
purſuit, In vain did he ſearch for him, who-ſeemed 
to fly, through all the corners of the room, as much 
as the darkneſs would allow : he could not find 
him; he ſtopt, liſtened, and heard nothing. All 
ſeemed to be enchantment ! he went to the door, 
which he imagined had favoured the flight of the ſe- 
cret enemy of his honour, but he found it fall locks 
ed as before. Not being able to comprehend any 
thing of this adventure, he called thoſe of his peo- 
ple who were neareſt, and as he opened the door 2 

at 
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that purpoſe, ſtood in the paſſage, and kept himſelf 
on his guard, that the perſon whom he ſought might 
not eſcape. | 
Some ſervants hearing his repeated cries, came run- 
ning with lights; upon which he took a candle, and 
made a new ſearch in the chamber, ſword in hand; 


having been there. He did not even perceive the pri- 
vate door, nor the opening through which there was 
a paſſage. He could not, however, blindfold him- 
ſelt, with regard to the circumſtances of his misfor- 
tune, but remained in a ſtrange conſuſion of thoughts, 
Should he have recourſe to Blanch, ſhe was too much 
concerned in the truth for him to expect an explana- 
tion from her. He therefore reſolved to go and open 
his heart to Leontio, after having diſmiſled his ſer. 
vants, telling them that he thought he had heard a 
noiſe in his chamber, but was miltaken. He met his 
father-in-law coming out of his apartment, at the dif 
turbance he had heard, and recounted to him what 
had happened, with all the marks of extreme agitation 
and profound grief; 
Sifhred; was ſurprized at the adventure, which, tha? 
it did not ſeem natural, he, nevertheleſs, believed; 
and thinking that the king's love was capable of any 
thing, was very much afflicted with that conſidera» 
tion. Bu, far from flattering the jealous ſuſpicions 
of his ſon-in-law, he repreſented to him, with an air 
of aſſurance, that the voice, which he thought he 
heard, and the ſword that was oppoſed to his, could 
be no other than phantoms of an imagination, miſled 
by jealouſy ; for, it was impoſſible that any body 
could have gone into his daughter's chamber ; that 
with regard to the melzncholly which he had obſerved 
in his wife, it might be occaſioned by ſome indiſpo- 
W ſition; that honour ought not to be anſwerable for 
W the viciſſitudes of temper; that the change of condi- 
tion in a girl uſed to live in ſolitude, who ſees herſelf 
on a ſudden delivered to a man, whom ſhe has not 


had 
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but found nobody, nor the leaſt mark of any perſon's: 
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had time to know and to love, might be the cauſe of 
thoſe tears, ſighs, and that ſharp affliction, of Which 
he complained; that love was not to be kindled in 
maidens of a noble birth, by any other means than 
time and aſſiduity; for Which reaſons, he exhorted 
him to calm his diſquiet, redouble his tenderneſs and 
care, in order to difpoſe Blanch to become more ſen- 
ſible of his merit; and intreated him to return 
to his chamber, being perſuaded that his uneafineſs 
and diſtruſt were injuries done to the virtue of his 
wife. | 

The conſtable made no anſwer to the remonſtrances 
of his father-in-law ; whether he really began to think 
that he might have been impoſed upon by the diſor- 
der of his mind, or judged it a wiſer courſe to diſſem» 
ble, than to undertake in vain, to convince the old 
man of an event fo void of all probability—he returns 
ed to his apartment, lay down by his wife, and tried 
to obtain, by ſleep, ſome reſpite from his diſquiet. 
Blanch, on her ſide, was not leſs uneaſy than he: ſhe 
had but too well heard that which alarmed her huſ- 
band, and.could not conſider as an illuſion an adven- 
ture the ſecret and motives of which ſhe knew.—Sur- 
prized that Henriquez ſhould ſeek to introduce him- 
ſelf into her apartment, after having ſo ſolemnly 
pledged his faith to Conſtance, inſtead of approving or 
feeling the leaſt glimpſe of joy at this ſtep, ſhe looked 
upon it as a new outrage, and her heart was incenſed 
azainſt him. 

While the daughter of Siffredi, prejudiced againſt 
the young king, believed him the moſt unfaithful of 
men, that unhappy prince, more in love than ever, 
wilhed for an interview with Blanch, in order to en- 
courage her againſt the appearances that condemned 
him. He would have come ſooner to Belmont for 
that purpoſe, had he been permitted by the multipli- 
city of buſineſs in which he was 55 engaged; 
but he could not ſteal away from court before that 
night. He was too well acquainted with all the pri- 
vate 
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vate concerns of a place where he had been educated# 
to be under any difficulty of getting unſeen into Sif. 
fredi's caſtle: and he ſtill kept the key of a private 
door that belonged to the garden, through which he 
got into his old apartment, from . whence he paſſed 
into the chamber af Blanch.—You may imagine the 
aſtoniſhment of that prince when he found a man 
there, and felt a ſword oppoſed to his own. He had 
well nigh diſcovered himſelf, and puniſhed on the 
ſpot the audacious wretch. who durſt lift his ſacrile- 
gious hand againſt his lawful king; but the reſpeC he 
owed to Leontio's daughter ſuſpended his reſentment, 
He retired in the ſame manner as he had entered, and, 
more afflicted than ever, took the road to Palermo; 
where arriving ſome moments before day, he ſhut 
himſelf up in his apartment. But the agitation of his 
. ſpirits depriving him of reſt, he reſolved to return to 
Belmont; his ſafety, honour, and above all, his love, 
not permitting him to remain longer ignorant of the 
leaſt circumitance of ſuch a cruel adventure. 

It was no ſooner day than he commanded his hunt» 
ing equipage to be got ready, and under pretence of 
taking that diverſion, rode far into the foreſt of Bel- 
mont, attended by his ſportſmen and ſome courtiers, 
He followed the chace ſome time, the better to conceal 
bis deſign; and when he ſaw every one eagerly en- 
gaged at the heels of the hounds; he ſeparated himſelf 
from them, and all alone, took his way to Leontio's 
caſtle, He was too well acquainted with the paths of 
the foreſt to loſe himſelf, and his impatience not per- 
mitfing him to {pare his horſe, he in a little time over- 
run the diſtance that ſeparated him from the object of 
his love. He was juſt inventing ſome plauſible pre- 
text to procure for himſelf a private interview with 
the daughter of Siffredi, when, croſſing a ſmall road 


that led to one of the park- gates, he perceived hard by. 


two women, ſitting in cloſe converſation at the root of 
g tree. As he did not doubt that theſe perſons bes 
longed to the calle, the fight of them raiſed within 
him 
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im ſome emotion: but he was much more tranſ⸗ 


ported, when the women turning towards him at 


the noiſe of his horſe's feet, he knew one of them to 
be his dear Blanch, who had eſcaped from the caſſle 
with Niſa, one of her women, who enjoyed the greats 
ell thare of her confidence, to bewail her misfortune 
at full liberty. | 
He flew—he threw himſelf headlong (if I may uſe 
the expreſſion) at her feet; and perceiving in her eyes 
all the marks of the moſt profound affliction, was 
melted at the ſight. _ © Fair Blanch (ſaid he) ſuſpend 
the emotions of your grief: appearances, I confeſs, 
repreſent me guilty to your eyes: but when you are 
made acquainted with the deſign which I have formed 
in your behalf, that which you now look upon as a 
crime, will appear to you a proof of my innocence 
and exceſs of love.” Theſe words, which Henriquez 
thought capable of moderating, ſerved only to redous 
ble the affliction of Blanch, who would have anſwers 
ed him, had not her voice been choaked up with her 
hghs. The prince, aſtoniſhed at her diſorder, ſaid, 
„% How, madam, can't I then calm your diſquiet ? By 
what misfortune have I loſt your confidence? I, who 
hazard my crown, and even my life, to keep myſelf 
yours!“ —'Twas then that the daughter of Siffredi, 
making an effort to explain herſelf, repliedꝭ “ Sinz 
your promiſes are now unſeaſonable. Nothing hence. 
forth can bind my deſtiny to yours.” „ Ah, Blanch? 
(ſaid Henriquez, interrupting her with warmth) what 
cruel words are theſe I hear! who dares raviſh von 
from my love? who dares oppoſe the fury of a king, 
who would put all Sicily in flames, rather than ſuffer 
you to be torn from his hopes? - All your power, 
dir, (anſwered Siffredi's daughter, in a languiſhing 
manner) cannot remove the obſtacles by Which we 
are ſeparated. —-I am the conſtable's wife !— The 
conſtable's wife!“ (cried the prince, ſtaggering back. 
wards, and unable to go on.) He was confounded 
and overwhelmed by this unexpected blow: his 
ſtrength 
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ſtrength for ſook him, and he dropt down at the rot 


of a tree that grew behind him.— Pale, trembling, WWF — 
and depreſs'd, he had nothing free but his eyes, Wl - 
which he; fixed upon Blanch, in ſuch a manner ag ke 
gave her to underfland how deeply affected he was . 
with the unhappy tidings ſhe had declared. She, on WW 
the other hand, looked upon him with an air Which * 
convinced him, that her emotions were little different = 
from thoſe he felt; and theſe two unfortunate lovers di 
preſerved, between them, a ſilence that had ſomethin nd 
terrible in it. At length the prince, recollecting him. tho. 
ſelf a little, by an effort of his courage, reſumed the ever 
diſcourſe, and ſaid to Blanch with a figh, * What ger 
_ have you done, madam? Your credulity has ruined met 
14 me, and undone yourſelf.“ C 3 
I - Blanch, piqued at the prince's ſeeming to upbraid * 


her, when {he thought ſhe had much more cauſe to pr 
complain of him, replied, * What, Sir! do you add 

diſſimulation to infidelity ? Would you have me di. per 
credit my own eyes and ears, and believe you inno- 
cent, in ſpite of the evidence of my ſenſes ? No, Sir, prir 
I own myſelf incapable of ſuch an effort of reaſon,” 

—*+ Nevertheleſs, madam (anſwered the king) youlM+.1: 
are impoſed upon by theſe very witneſſes which ſeem 
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1. ſo ſaithful: even they have aſſiſted in betraying you; 6 

bal and that I am innocent and faithful, is no leſs true wil! 
than that you are the conſtable's wife.” “ HowM;., 


Sir! (faid ſhe) did not I hear you confirm to Conſtance am. 
+ the preſent of your hand and heart? Have you no pee. 
* aſſured the nobles of the kingdom, that you would 
fulfil the conditions of the late king's will? and has 
not the princeſs received the homage of your new 6+ 
ſubjects, in quality of queen and ſpouſe of Henriquez? 
Were my eyes then bewitched ? Say, ſay rather, u 
faithful prince! that " did not think Blanch ought 


to balance in your heart the intereſt of a throne z and 
without ſtooping to felgn a paſſion that you no longe 
feel, and perhaps never felt, confeſs that the crown di 
Sicily appeared to you more fixed with Conſtance than 

- Will 
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ith Leontio's danghter.,—You are in the right, Sir: 

a ſhining throne was no more my due than the heart 
of a prince, ſuch as you are. I was too vain to pre- 
tend to either; but you ought not to have indulged 
me in my error. Vou know the alarms I felt on ac- 
ount of loſing you ; a misfortune that then ſeemed to 


49 


me almoſt inevitable. Why did you encourage me 
with hope? Would to heaven my ſears had not been 
diſſipated! I ſhould have accuſed fortune, not you; 
and you would have at leaſt preſerved my heart, 
though at the expence of a hand which no other ſhould 
ever have obtained. It is now no time to juſtify your 
ſelf: I am the conſtable's wife: and that I may ſpare 
myſelf the conſequence of a converſation, that makes 
my glory bluſh, give me leave, Sir, without failing in 
that reſpect which I owe you, to quit the preſence of 
a prince whom I am no longer at liberty to hear,” 

So ſaying, ſhe left Henriquez with as much haſte as 
her preſent, weak condition would allow. * Stop, 
madam! (cried he) and do not drive to deſpair a | 
prince, who will rather overturn that throne, which | 
you upbraid him with having preferred to you, than 
fulfil the expectation of his new ſubjects.“ (% That 
lacrifice (ſaid Blanch) is at preſent vain. © While Tam 
merried to the conſtable, theſe generous tranſports 
will not avail: fince I am then no longer at liberty; it 
is of {mall importance to me that you-reduce Sicily to 
alhes, or to whom you give your hand. If I have 
been weak enough co let my heart be ſurprized, I 
ſhall at leaſt have fortitude enough to ſhfle its emo- 
tions, and let the new king of Sicily ſee, that the con- 
ſtable's wife is no-longer the lover of prince Henri- 
quez,” When ſhe pronounced theſe words, being 
cloſe to the park-gate, ſhe entered it of a ſudden with 
Nita; and locking it on the other ſide, left the prince 
overwhelmed with ſorrow. He could not recover the 
blow which Blanch had given him, by the account of 
her marriage. Unjult Blanch! (cried he) you have 
loſt all remembrance of our mutual 6 in 
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ſpite of our reciprocal vows, we are for ever parted; ami 
and the idea which I had cheriſhed of poſſeſſing you hic 
charms, was no more than a vain illuſion. Ah, cruel Whoſe 
maid! how dearly did I buy your approbation of ealn 
Game!?”,; : --:- ing 
Then the image of his rival's happineſs preſentedſdenc 

+ Uſelf to his fancy, with all the | horrors of jealouſy;{Wc'pc 
which took ſuch full poſſeſſion of his ſoul for ſom elie 
moments, that he was on the point of ſacrificingtheWeve: 
conſtable, and even Siffredi himſelf, to his reſentWhlc's 


ment. Reaſon, however, by degrees, allayed the vio-Wrom 
lence of his tranſports ; but the impoſſibility ther 
perceived of baniſhing from Blanch the impreſſiom il *© 
ſhe retained of his infidelity, threw him again into wi 
deſpair.—He flattered himſelf with the hopes of eff Plain 
cing them, provided he could converſe with her at I not 
berty; for which purpoſe, judging it neceſſary to tou, 
move the conſtable, he reſolved to have him appre{Wuiect 
hended, as a perſon ſuſpected of deſigns againſt the ond 
Rate, He accordingly charged with this office thut 
captain of his guards, who repairing to Belmont, (e-cher 
cured his perſon in the twilight, and brought him prꝗ pon 
ſoner to the caitle-of Palermo. | þ pling 
This accident filled all Belmont with conſteryation{Wpg il 
Siffredi ſet out immediately to offer himſelf to the op 
king, as ſecurity for his ſon-in-law, and to repreſem e k 
the troubleſome conſequences of ſuch an arreſt. Teen 
prince, who expected this ſtep of his miniſter, and ul 
who was reſolved, at all events, to obtain a free inte“ aper 
view with Blanch, before the conſtable ſhould: be r ont 
leaſed, had expteſsly ordered: that no per ſon Whatever ou 
ſhould ſpeak with bim till next day. But Leontio heren 
notwithſtanding this order, finding means to get sc, Habt 
ceſs to the king's chamber, preſented himſelf betore fs 
him, ſaying, Sir, if a loyal and reſpectful ſubjeck aug! 
may be allowed to complain of his maſter, I am come er! 
to complain of you to yourſelf.— What crime has ade 
fon in-law committed ? Has your majeſty duly reflec» ca 
ted on the eternal reproach you have fixed yo 
amily 5 
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family; and on the conſequences of an impriſonment, * 


which may alienate from your ſervice the hearts of 
hoſe who fill the moſt important poſts of the 
calm ?*' 1 have certain intelligence, (replied the 
ing) that the conſtable carries on criminal correſpon- 
dence with the infant Don Pedro.” © Criminal cor- 
eſpondence ! (cried Leontio, with ſui prize) do not 
delieve it, —Your majeſty is impoſed upon: treaſon 
ever entered the family of Siffredi; and the conſta- 
le's being my ſon-in-law, is enough to ſereen him 
rom all ſuſpicion.— The conſtable is innocent; but 
dther ſecret views have induced you to arreſt him.” 
« Since you talk to me fo freely, (replied the king) 
will ſpeak to you in the ſame manner. You com- 
plain of the conflable's being impriſon'd: what! have 
not more cauſe to complain of your cruelty ? *Tis 
ou, barbarous Siffredi! who have robbed me of my 
uiet, and reduced me, by your officious cares, to a 
ondition that makes me envy the loweſt of mankind, 
But don't flatter yourſelf that I will enter into your 


chemes : — my marriage with Conſtance is reſolved - 


pon in vain,” —* How, Sir! (cried Leontio, trem- 


ling) can you refuſe to marry the princeſs, after have. 
ig flattered her with that hope before your whole 


xcople ?? © If I deceive their expectation, (rephed 
ne king) aſcribe it ſolely to yourſelf. Why did you 
py me under a neceſſity of promiſing that which I 
ould not perform? Who compelled you to fill a 
aper which I gave your daughter, with the name of 


onſtance? You was not ignorant of my attention. 


ou tyrannized over the heart of Blanch, in making 
er marry a man whom ſhe did not love. But what 
ght had you to diſpofe of mine, in favour of a prin- 
ſs whom I hate Have you forgot, that ſhe is the 
aughter of that cruel Mathilda, who, trampling un- 
er her feet all the ties of blood and humanity, 
ade my father breathe his laſt, under all the rigours 
t captivity ? And ſhall I eſpouſe her? No, Siffredi! 
y aſide that hope, —Beſore you ſee the torch 4 _ 
: | ir 


46 The ADVENTURES of | 


direful nuptials. lighted, you will. ſee all Sicily i 
flames, and its aſhes quenched in blood.“ | 5 

* What do I hear! {cried Leontio) Ah ! S 
what a proſpett have you ſhewn me? What terribl 


threats !—But I am unſeaſonably alarmed, { added . 
he, in another tone) you love your ſubjects too well, No 
to-entail upon them ſuch miſery. You will not alloy f 
yourſelf to be overcome by love. You will not tar. :* 
niſh your virtues with the weakneſſes of ordinary th | 
men. If I have beſtowed my daughter on the conſtz T 
ble, it was done, Sir, with a view of acquiring for 510 
2 majeſty a valiant fubje&t, who can ſupport with "IH 
His arm, and the troops which are at his diſpoſal, be 
your inte reſt againſt that of the price Don Pedro. 5. ö 
thought that in attaching him to my family, by ſuclil ** 
intimate tics —** Ha ! theſe are the ties, (cried the its 
prince Henriquez) theſe are the fatal ties that hay Bin 
undone me! Cruel friend! why did you inflict fuck 2 
a heavy ſtroke upon me? Did I order you to my 8 
nage my concerns at the expence of my heart? Wh \ 
did you not leave me to ſupport my rights by myſell8 
Did I want courage to reduce thoſe who ſhould rebd 11 
againſt me ? 1 ſhould have known how to puniſh th - | 
conſtable, had he dilobeyed me. I know that king ny 
ought not to be tyrants, and that the heppineſs . c 
their people ſhould be their chief aim ; but mul 3 
they therefore be the ſlaves of their ſubjects, and fron fail 
the moment that heaven chuſes them to govern, lot. | 
the right that nature grants to all men, of diſpoſin 1 
their atteCtions as they pleaſe ? Ah! if they muſt nay. 
enjoy the 5 of the loweſt claſs of mortals, tall A 
back, Siffredi, that ſavereign power which you woul p q 8 
confirm at the expence of my repoſe,” ? * , 
Lou know very well, Sir, (replied the miniſie With 
that your marriage with the princeſs was, by the lay q 

king, made the condition of you ſucceſſion to . : 
crown.“ And what right (anſwered Henrique 40 nw 
had he to eſtabliſh that diſpoſition ? Had he receive "ths 
ſuch an unworthy law, when he ſucceeded to hig bi wiſe l 
Ale, 


ther king Charles? And kow came you to be ſo 
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ug as to ſubmit to the unjuſt conditions? For an high 
chancellor, methinks you are very ill informed of 


du, ou cuſtoms. In a word, tho' I have promiſed my 
My band to Conſtance it was not a voluntary engagement, 


therefore I do not intend to keep my word ; and if 
Don Pedro, from my refuſal, conceives the hope of 
mounting my throne, without engaging the people 


Jin a quarrel, which might coſt too much blood, let 
q. the ſword decide, in ſingle combat, which of us is 
10 moſt worthy to reign.” Leontio, not daring to urge 
110 him any further, contented himſelf with aſking, on 


his knees, the enlargement of his ſon- in-Inw, which 
he obtained.“ Go, (ſaid the king to him) return to 
Belmont, whither the conſtable will foon follow 
you.” The miniſter went away, and got to Belmont, 
perſuaded that his ſon-m-law would not be long be- 
hind him. But in this he was miſtaken : Henriquez 


[cl [etl ved to ſee Blanch that night, and therefore defer- 
Wy red the releaſe of her huſhand till next day. | 
Calf Mean while the conſtable was tortured with the 


mol} cruel reflections: his impriſonment had apened 
his eyes, with regard to the true cauſe of his misfor- 
tune: he therefore abandoned himſelf intirely to his 
Jealouſy ; and renouncing the allegiance he had hither- 
to ſo commendably preſerved, breathed nothing but 
vengeance. As he concluded that the king would nat 
fail of being with Blanch that night, in order to ſur- 
prize them together, he begged the governor of the 
caſtle of Palermo to let him go out, aſſuring him that 
he would return to priſon next morning by day. The 
governor, who was entirely devoted to him, conſent- 
ed to this the more eaſily, as he knew that Siffredi had 
already obtained his liberty, and even furniſhed him 
with a horſe to carry him to Belmont; where the 
conſtable being airtved, he tied his horſe to a tree, 


95 7 key, and was ſo lucky as to get into the caſtle unper- 
ceived. He went ſtraight to the apartment of his 


0 wiſe, and concealing himſelf in an antichamber be- 


hind 


entered the park by a little door, of which he had the 


| 
[ 
| 
1 
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hind a ſcreen, which he found there, propoſed" ty W m 
obſerve from thence all that ſhould paſs, and to ap. WW de 
pear ſuddenly in Blanch's chamber, at the leaſt noi WW he 
he ſhould /hear. --While he was in this ſituation, he WM th 
ſaw Niſa come out from her miſtreſs, and retire to the 
cloſet where ſhe lay. of 
Siffredi's daughter, who had eaſily diſcerned the <2 
motive of her huſband's impriſonment, concludeg 
that he would not return that night to Belmont, ſtu 
although her father had told her, the king aſſured Sir 
him the conſtable would ſet out ſoon after him, © She WF va 
did not doubt that Henriquez would take the ad vag. tin 
tage of that conjuncture to viſit and converſe with her 
at liberty; and in this opinion ſhe waited for the bet 
Prince, in order to reproach him with an ation !“ 
which might have terrible conſequences, in regard toil P'* 
cher.—Accordingly, in a little time after Niſa had ne 


withdrawn, the partition opened, and the king came wh 
and threw himſelf at Blanch's feet, ſaying, ** Madam Ml 0 
do not condemn before you have given me the hear: wh 
ing : if I have ordered the conſtable to be impriſoned, 11 
conſider that it was the only means I had left to juſtity ul 
myſelf: therefore impute that artifice to your felt ns 
alone. Why did you, this morning, refuſe to hear 1k 
me? Alas! to-morrow your huſband will be ena . 
ed, and I ſhall never have an opportunity of ſpeak- 81 

ing to you again. Hear me, then, for this laſt time PI 


if the loſs of you makes me the molt forlorn of man ©*P 
kind, at leaſt grant me the melancholy conſolation 9 | 
convincing you, that my inlidelity is not the cauſe gl Bla. 
my misfortune ; (for though 1 confirmed to Conſtane " 


the offer of my hand, it was what I could not diſpenſ 405 
with doing, in the ſituation to Which your father had a 
reduced me. — There was a neceſſity for my decei 2 
ing the princeſs, for your intereſt as well as my o-, "thi 
in order to ſecure to you the crown as well as the a 
perſon of your lover. This I flattered myſelf with & 
accompliſhing, and had already taken meaſures i ay: 
break that fatal engagement; but you bave deſtroyed ; 


my 
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my plan, and, by giving yourſelf away too inconß- 
b. Jcerately, laid up a fund of eternal forrow for two 
WW hearts, which might have been rendered happy by 
de! the molt inviolable love!“ a | 
ho He ended this complaint with ſuch viſible marks 


of real deſpair, that Blanch was touched with his 


condition, and no longer doubted his innocence, 
which at firſt gave her ſome joy; but afterwards, 
ſtung with the conſideration of her misfortune, ©* Ah, 
Sir! (ſaid ſhe to the prince) after the cruel determi- 
nation of our fate, you increaſe my affliftion by lets 
ting me know that you were not guilty ! What have 
I done ! Unfortunate that I am ! my reſentment has 
betrayed me! I thought myſeif abandoned, and in. 
revenge accepted of the conſtable's hand, which was 
preſented by my father !-I am guilty of the crime, 
and have been the cauſe of our mu ual mis-hap! Alas! 


too credulous lover! it was [I who broke thoſe bonds 
which I had ſworn to keep for ever inviolate ! Re- 
venge yourſelf, Sir, in your turn.— Hate the ungrate- 
ful 'Blanch ;—forget her.“ Ah, madam ! (faid 
Henriquez, interrupting her with a melancholy ny 


hon, which even your injuſtice cannot extinguith 2%, 
—* You mult however, Sir, make that effort;“ (re- 
plied Siffredi's daughter, ſighing.) „What! are you 
capable of that effort yourſelf ?”” (ſaid the king). 1 
cannot promiſe to ſucceed; {anſwered ſhe) but I will 
{pare no pains in the endeavour.” „ Ah, cruel 
Blanch ! (kid the prince) you will eaſily forget Hen- 
riquez, ſince you are able to form ſuch a deſign:“ 
And what can you expect? (rephed ſhe, in a more 
reſolute tone) Do you flatter yourſelf, that I will al- 
low you to continue your addreſſes? No, Sir, aban- 
don that hope. Though I was not born to be a'queen,, 
heaven never formed me to liſten to diſhonourable 
love. My huſband, as well as you, Sir, is deſcend- 
ed from the noble houſe of Anjou; and if my duty 
18 C | did 


while I accuſed you of having deceived me, it was I, 


how ſhall I find means to tear from my heart a pal- | 


| 
|. 
| 
| 
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did not raiſe an infurmountable obſtacle to your gil 
lantry, my glory would hinder me from enduring it; 
I conjure you, therefore, to retire. We muſt ſee one 
another no more.” „ Heavens ! what barbarity; 
1 the king) Ah, Blanch! Is it poſſible that you 

ould treat me with ſuch rigour? You do not think 
then, that your being in the arms of the conſtable, 
is enough to overwhelm me ? you muſt alſo forbid 
me your fight, the only conſolation I had left!“ 


% Fly me, rather (anſwered the daughter of Siffredi, 


ſhedding ſome tears) the fight of what one — 
loves, ceaſes to be pleaſing, when the hope of poſſel. 
ſing it is loſt. Adieu, Sir! Fly from me. You owe 
that effort to your own glory and my reputation. T 
alk it alſo, for my quiet: for in ſhort, although my 
virtue ſhould nat be alarmed by the emotions of my 
heart, the remembrance of your tenderneſs will en- 
tail upon me ſuch cruel conflicts, that ſhall ſcarce 
have ſtrength enough to maintain them.“ 

She pronounced theſe words ſo paſſionately, that 
the unwittingly overturned a candleſtick which ſtood 
on a table behind her; and the candle going out in 
falling, ſhe took it up in order to light it again, for 
which purpoſe, ſhe opened the door of the anticham- 
ber, and went to the cloſet of Niſa, who was not yet 
gone to bed. The king, who waited for her return, 
no ſooner ſaw her approach with the light, than he 
made preſſing inſtances to her, that ſhe would ſuffer 
his attachment. The conſtable hearing the prince“ 
voice, ruſhed into the chamber ſword in hand, ab 
moſt at the ſame time that his wife entered, and ad- 
vancing towards Henriquez with all the reſentment 
that his rage inſpired, © This is too much, tyrant ! 
{cried he) don't think that I am ſo baſe as to endure 
the affiont thou haſt done my honour,” „ Traitor, 
3 the king, putting himſelf in a poſture of de- 

ence) don't imagine that thou art able to execute thy 
defign with impunity.” With theſe words they be- 
gan a combat Which was too furious to laſt E 


Ir | 
the conſtable fearing that Siffredi and bis ſervatits, 
alarmed at the cries of Blanch, would ſoon comt and 
oppoſe his vengeance, fought without caution, His 
rage diveſted him of all judgment; he took his mea- 
ſures ſo ill, that he ran upon his adverſary's ſword, 
which entered his body to the hilt, and ne moment 
he fell, the king checked his indignation, | 
Leontio's daughter, touched with the condition in 
which ſhe ſaw her huſband, and ſurmounting the na- 
tural reluctance ſhe had for him, threw herſelf on the 
floor, and ſupported him with the moſt eager concern. 
But that unhappy ſpouſe was too much prepoſſeſſed 
againſt her, to be affected with theſe expreſſions of 
her grief and compaſſion. Death, whoſe approaches 
he felt, could not ſuppreſs the tranſports of his j es- 
louſy; he ſaw nothing in his laſt moments, but the 
happineſs of his rival, and that idea appeared ſo hor- 
rid, that collecting all the ſtrength he had left, he 
lifted the ſword, which was ſtill in his hand, and 
plunged it in the breaſt of Blanch. * Die (ſaid he, 
while he ſtabbed her) die, unfaithful woman, ſince 
the ties of marriage have been too weak to preſerve 
that faith which you ſwore to me at the altar! And 
thou, Henriquez (added he) boaſt not of thy fate. 
Thou canſt not enjoy my misfortune, and therefore 1 
die ſatisfied.” Having ſpoke thus, he expired, and 
his countenance, covered as it was with the ſhades of 
death, ſtill retained ſomething fierce and terrible, 
That of Blanch preſented quite a different ſpeRacle. 
The blow ſhe received was mortal ; ſhe fell upon the 
the body of her dying ſpouſe, and the blood of this 
innocent victim was mixed with that of her mur- 
derer, who had executed his cruel reſolution fo 
ſuddenly, that the king had not time to prevent its 
effects. 
That unfortunate prince ſeeing Blanch fall, uttered 
a loud cry, and, more confounded than ſhe with the 
blow that robbed her of life, haſtened to give her the 
lame ſuccour that ſhe _ offered to the 8 
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ſpare yourſelf the trouble. 
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But ſhe ſaid, with a faultering voice, Sir, you ma 
I am the victim whic 
unpitying fate demands : may it appeaſe the wrath of 
heaven, and ſecure the happineſs of your reign.” As 


_ the ee theſe words, Leontio, brought thicher 


by her cries, entered the chamber, and ſtruck with 
the objects that preſented themſelves to his eyes, be- 
came motionleſs where he tood; while Blanch, with. 
out perceiving him, continuing to ſpeak to the king, 
ſaid, © Adieu, prince, cheriſh my memory. My love 
and misfortunes claim that favour. Entertain no re- 
ſentiment againſt my father. Comfort bis age and 
ſorrow, and do juſtice to his zeal. Above all, make 
my innocence known. This is what I recommend to 
you more than any thing. Adieu, my dear Henri- 
quez.—l dic—receive my laſt breath.” 4 

So ſaying, ſhe expired ; and the king having kept 
a melancholy ſilence for ſome time, ſaid to Siffredi, 
who ſeemed overwhelmed with woe, ** Behold, Le- 
ontio, contemplate your own work, and in this tra. 
gical event conſider the fruit of your officious care 
and zeal for me!“ -The old man was ſo penetrated 
with ſorrow, that he made no reply—But why ſhould 
I pretend to deſcribe thoſe things which no language 
can expreſs ? Let it ſuffice to ſay, that both uttered 
the molt moving complaints, as ſoon as the greatneſs 
of their affliction allowed them the uſe of ſpeech, 
The king all his life preſerved the moſt tender re- 
membrance of his miſtreſs, and could never be pre- 
vailed upon to marry Conſtance, who being joined 
by the infant Don Pedro, they ſpared nothing to avail 
themſelves of Roger's laſt will : but they were at 


"laſt obliged to yield to prince Henriquez, who ſub» 
dued all his enemies. — As for Siffredi, the grief he 


felt for having been the cauſe of ſo many misfortunes, 
detached him from the world, and rendered his na- 
tive country inſupportable to him: he therefore 
abandoned Sicily, and croſſing over into Spain, with 
Portia, the only child he had left, purchaſed as 
, 4 * as 10 f EA & 
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caſtle, where he lived near'fifteen years after Blanch's 
death, and had the comfort before he died, of ſeeing 
Portia ſettled : ſhe married Don Jerome de Silva, 
and I am the only fruit of that marriage. This (added 
the widow of Don Pedro de Pinares) is the hiſtory 
of my family, and a faithful account of the misfor- 
tunes repreſented in that picture, which my grand- 
father, Leontio, ordered to be drawn as a monument 
of that fatal adventure to his poſterity. 


CHAP. V. 
The behaviour of Aurora de Guſman at Salamanca. 


RTIZ, her companions, and I, having heard 
this relation, withdrew, and left Aurora with 
Elvira 1n the hall, where they ſpent the reſt of the day 
in converſation. Far from being tired with one an- 
other, next day when we ſet out, they were as much 
affected at parting as two friends who have long lived 
agreeably together. f 
At laſt we arrived, without meeting any bad acci- 
dent, at Salamanca *, where we immediately took a 
houſe ready furniſhed, and dame Ortiz, as we had 
concerted it, aſſumed the name of Donna Kimena de 
Guſman. She had been too long a duenna not to be 
a good actreſs; accordingly, going out one — 
with Aurora, a waiting maid, and valet, ſhe repaire 
to a houſe where lodgings were let, and where we 
underſtood Pacheco uſually lived. Having aſked if 
they had an apartment to be let, they anſwered m the 
afirmative, and ſhewed her into one pretty hand» 
ſomely furniſhed, which ſhe hired immediately, giv- 
ing carneſt to the landlady, and telling her, that it 
was deſigned for one of her nephews who was com- 


Salamanca is one of the largeſt cities in Spain, ſi- 
tuated on the banks of the river Tormes, in the king- 
dom of Leon, and famous for its univerſiiy. 


C 3 ing 


* 


$1 The ADVENTURES of 


ing from Telcdo to ſtudy. at Salamanca, and wauld 
arrive that very day. Fg 4 

The duenna and my miſtreſs having ſecured thig 
lodging, went, home again, and the fair Aurora, 
without loſing time, transformed herſelf into a cava- 
lier; covering her black hair with a light-coloured 
tour, painting her eye-brows of the ſame complexion, 
and adjuſting herſelf in ſuch a manner as that ſhe 
might very well paſs for a young nobleman. Her 
carriage was free and eaſy, and excepting her face, 
which was a little too handſome for a man, nothing 


could poſlibly betray her diſguiſe : her maid, who- 


was to ſerve in quality of page, took the dreſs, alſo, 
and we were under no apprehenſion of her ill-aQting, 
for ſhe had a good modeſt aſſurance in her air, which 
was very well adapted for the part ſhe was to play, 
In the afternaon, theſe two actreſſes being in a con- 
dition to appear on the ſtage, that is, in the lodging 
which had been taken, I accompamied them, thither 
in a coach, with all the baggage we ſhould have oc- 
caſion for. 

The landlady, whoſe name was Bernarda Ra- 
mirez, received us with great civility, and conducted 
us to our apartment, where we began to enter into 
converſation, and agreed with her for our board by 
the month. Then aſking, if ſhe had a good many 
boarders, ſhe replied, „I have none. at preſent. _ I 
might have abundance, if 1 would take all ſorts of 
people; but I receive none but young noblemen; 
and I expett one this evening, Who comes from Mas 
drid to finiſh his ſtudies. His name is Don Lewis de 
Pacheco; perhaps you may bave heard of him.“ 
% No (ſaid Aurora) i know nothing of him, and you 
will oblige me by letting me know what ſort of a_man 
he is, ſince I am to lodge in the ſame hauſe with him.” 
« Sir (anſwered the 2 looking at this falſe 


cavalicr) he is quite a fine figure, and pretty much of 
your own make. Ah! how bappy you wilt be in 
one auotber ! By St. Jago, I may bgalt of baying a 
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my houſe two of the moſt handſome noblemen in 


Spain.“ * This Don Lewis (replied my miſtreſs) has 
doubtleſs a thouſand love intrigues in Salamanca?“ 
4% Yes, I'll aſſare you (ſaid the old woman) he is a 
briſk gallant, upon my word. He has no more to do, 
but ſhew himſelf and cn and among others, 
he has quite captivated a lady of youth and beauty, 


whoſe name 1s Iſabella, an old lawyer's daughter, 


who is fond of him to diſtraction.“ * And tell me, 
good mother (cried Aurora, interrupting her with 
precipitation) is he as much in love with her?“ „He 
was (replied Bernarda Ramirez) before his departure 
for Madrid; but I know not if he retains his paſſion 
for her {till ; for in theſe points he is not much to be 
depended upon, but ſkips from woman to woman, 
as all young gentlemen uſually do.” 5 
The good widow had ſcarce done ſpeaking, when 
hearing a noiſe in the court- yard, we looked though 
the window, and perceived two men alighting from 
their horſes: theſe were no other than Don Lewis 
de Pacheco himſelf, juſt arrived from Madrid, with 
his valet de chambre. + Upon which the old woman 
left us in order to receive — and my miſtreſs pre- 
pated herſelf, not without emotion, to play the part 
of Don Felix. Don Lewis, in a ſhort time, entered 
our apartment in his boots, and faluted Aurora, fay- 
ing, Underflanding. that a young nobleman of To- 
ledo is a lodger here, I beg leave,to expreſs my joy 
in having kim for a companion.” While my miltre!s 
returned this compliment, Pacheco ſeemed ſurprized 


to ſee ſuch an amiable cavalier ; and could not help 


telling her, that he had never before beheld any man 
lo handſome and genteelly made. A great many ei- 
vilities paſſed on both des, after which Don Lewis 

retired to the apartment allotted for him, | 
While he was ſhifting and drefling, a fort of page 
who wanted to deliver a letter to him, mecting Au- 
rora on the flair caſe by accident, miſtook her for 
Don Lewis, and giving her the billet, ſaid, * Signior 
cavalier, 
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cavalier, though I had never before ſeen Signior Pa. 
checo, I believe I need not aſk if you are he, being 

erſuaded that I am not miſtaken.” * No, friend, 
Heated my miſtreſs, with admirable preſence of 
mind) you are aſſuredly not miſtaken; and you acquit 
yourſelf of your commiſſion ſurprizingly well. I am 
Don Lewis de Pacheco; you may return, and I will 
take care to ſend an anſwer very ſoon. The page 
diſappearing, Aurora ſhut herſelf up with her maid 
and me, and opening the letter, read theſe words: 


„% With what joy did I receive the news of your 
arrival at Salamanca! My tranſport had well nigh 
got the better of my reaſon!—But is Iſabella ſtill 
dear to you? Make haſfle, and aſſure her in perſon 
of your conſtancy ; though ſhe will ſcarce be able 
to ſupport the pleaſure of finding you unchanged?” 


1 This billet (ſaid Aurora) proclaims the violence 
of the author's paſſion; and the lady is a rival not to 
be contemned. I muit ſpare nothing to detach Don 
Lewis from her, and even hinder him from ſeeing 
her: the undertaking, I own, is difficult; but never- 
theleſs, I don't — of ſucceſs.“ Accordingly, 
my miſtreſs having muſed a minute or two, added, 
« I'll engage there ſhall be a breach between them 
in leſs than four and twenty hours.” Pacheco hav- 
ing taken a little repoſe in his own apartment, re- 
turned to ours, and renewed his converſation with 
Aurora before ſupper. ** Signior cavalier, (ſaid he 
to her, with an air of pleaſantry) I believe the huſ- 
bands and lovers will have no cauſe to rejoice at your 
arrival in Salamanca; but rather have feaſon to be 
uneaſy : as for my own part, I tremble for my con- 
queſts Harkee (anſwered my miſtreſs, in the 
lame tone) your fear is not ill grounded: Don Felix 
de Mendoll is a formidable man, I aſſure you, 1 
have been in this country before, and know that the 
women here are not inſenſible: about a month ago, 

in 


A ay ws 


SS wad id & wy © — — . Ac — 


2 ,A 


G1 L BL AVS. 57 
5 in my way through this city, I ſtopt here eight days, 
Pa. and 1 will tell you in confidence, that 1 inflamed an 
ing old lawyer's daughter. | | 
nd, I perceived Don Lewis diſordered at thefe words. 
of % May one, without being thought impettinent {ſand 
lui he) aſk the lady's name?“ * How ! without being 
am thought impertinent ! (cried the pretended Don Felix) 
vill why ſhould I make a myſtery of it to you? D'ye 
age think me more reſerved than other noblemen of m 
ald age? You muſt not do me fo much injuſtice. Be. 
wy ſides, between you and me, the objett does not de- 
ſerve ſuch delicacy. She's only a pitiful citizen; ant 
our a man of quality, you know, is never feriouſly en- 


1gh groſſed by ſuch abigails; but thinks he does them an 
till honour in debauching them. I will therefore with- * 
ſon out ceremony acquaint you with the name of the law- 


ble yer's daughter, which is Iſabella.” „And the law. 
yer (cried Pacheco, interrupting her with impatience) 
is not he called Signior Murcia de la Lianna?*” 
ce „ The very fame (replied my miſtreſs) here is a letter 
t to which I received from her juſt now. You may reatt 
Don it, and ſee whether or not the lady has a kindneſs for 
eing me.” Don Lewis caſting his eyes over the billet, 
ver- knew the hand, and was ſtruck dumb with confuſion. 
gly, „ What is the matter? (added Aurora, with an air 
led, of altoniſhment) you change colour! I believe, Got 
forgive me, that you have ſome concern in this lady. 
have WH Ah! how vexed am I for having ſpoke of her f 
re: BY freely. | | 

i I think myſelf obliged to you for your informa. 
tion (faid Don Lewis, in a tranſport of anger and 


buſ- BF diſdain) Perfidious, fickle creature! Don Felix, I am 
your bound to you for ever. You have extricated me out 
> be of an error, in which I might have remained a lon 
con- time. 1 thought myſelf beloved. Beloved, did 


ſay! I believed myſelf adored by that Iſabella. I had, 
indeed, ſome regard for the creature : but now'I ſee 
the is a coquette who deſerves nothing but contempt. 


«CI applaud your — (aid Aurora, feigning 
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indignation in her turn) a lawyer's daughter ought to 
think herſelf happy in having ſuch an accompfiſhed 
nobleman as you for her lover. Her inconſtancy is 


inexcuſable; and far from accepting the ſacrifice ſhe | 


makes of you, I intend to puniſh her by lighting 
her favours.” For my part (replied Pacheco) the 
only vengeance that I ſhall take is never to ſee her 
again.“ You are in the right (cried the falſe Men- 
doſa) ; nevertheleſs, that ſhe may know how much we 
both deſpiſe her, I think each of us ſhould write to her 
an inſulting letter, which I will incloſe in one paper, 
and ſend as an anſwer to this her billet. But before 
we proceed to this extremity, conſult your heart, 
Perhaps, you will one day repent of having broke 
with Iſabella.” „No, no, (ſaid Don Lewis) I ſhall 
never be ſo weak; and, in the mean time, conſent 
to mortify the ungrateful creature, as you have pro- 
polcd.” 

I was accordingly ſent for paper, pen, and ink, 
and both of them ſet about compoſing very obliging 
letters for the daughter of doctor Murcia de Lianna, 


Pacheco, in particular, could not find terms ſtrong 


enough to expreſs his ſentiments, and tore five or fix 
half finiſhed billets, becauſe he thought they were not 
ſufficiently ſevere, One, however, he was ſatisfied 
With at laſt; and no doubt he had reaſon fo to be; 
for it contained theſe words: Learn to know your» 
ſelf, my princeſs; and be no longer ſo vain as to be- 
Heve that I love you. If I be captivated, it muſt be 
with other kind of merit than yours, which is ſcarce 
ſufficient to amuſe me {or a few moments: and 
only calculated for diverting the meaneſt ſcholars of 
the univerſity,” —This courteous letter being written, 
and Aurora having finiſhed hers, which was not a 
whit milder; ſhe ſealed them both, and incloſing 
them together, gave me the packet, ſaying, There, 
Gil Blas, be ſure to deliver this to Iſabella, this even- 
4ng—Y ou underſtand me,” added ſhe, tipping me 
the wink, the meaning of which I could eafily 
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compehend. Yes, Sir (anſwered I) the thing 
ſhall be done to your wiſh.” a 

At the ſame time I went out, and being in the 
{treet, ſaid to myſelf, + Oho, Gil Blas, then it ſeems 
you play the valet in this farce. Well, friend, ſhew 
that you have wit enough to perform ſuch a fine part. 
Signior Don Felix, as you fee, depends ſo much on 
your underſtanding, that he contents himſelf with 
giving you a ſign only. Is he to blame for that? 
No. I conceive his meaning; he defires that I ſhould 
deliver theſbillet of Don Lewis only. That is the in- 
terpretation of the ſign, than which nothing could be 
more intelligible, I did not heſitate in opening the 
pacquet, from which I took Pacheco's letter, and 
carried it to the houſe of doctor Murcia, having ſoon 
informed myſelf whereabouts he lived. Finding the 
little page who had been at our lodging at our door; 
brother (ſaid I) don't you ſerve the daughter of Mr, 
doctor Murcia? When he anſwered in the afhrma- 
tive,“ You have ſuch an obliging phyſiognomy (T 
replied) that I take the liberty to deſire that you will 
deliver a love letter to your miſtreſs.“ 

The page aſked from whom [I brought it; and I no 
ſooner told him that it came from Don Lewis de Pa- 
checo, than he ſaid, „Since it is ſo, follow me, 1 
have orders to bring you in. Iſabella wants to talk 


duced into a cloſet, where I did not ſtay long before 
the lady apppeared; and I was ſtruck with the beau- 
ty of her face, having never beheld more delicate fea- 
tures. Her air was affected and childiſh; but for all 
that, ſhe had walked without leading ſtrings for thirty 
good years at leaſt, „ Friend (ſaid ſhe to me, 


with a ſmiling air) do you belong to Don Lewis de 

Pacheco ?”” I anſwered, that I had been his valet de 

chambre theſe three weeks: and then dehvered the 

fatal letter, which ſhe read over twice or thrice, and 

ſeemed to diſtruſt the evidence of her own ſenſes, It 

1s very certain ſhe m lets than ſuch an 
C 


anſwer. 


with * I allowed myſelf therefore to be intro- 
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anſwer. She lifted. up ber eyes towards heaven bit 
her lips, and for ſome time diſcovered by her coun» 
tenance the pangs which her heart endured. When 
all of a fudden, addreſſing herſelf to me, Friend 
(ſaid ſhe) is Don Lewis rua mad? Tell me if you 
know why he writes to me in this gallant ſtyle! What 
dæ mon poſſeſſes him? Tf he had a mind to break with 
me, could he not have done it without affronting me 
with ſuch abuſive letters? 

Madam (ſaid I) my maſter is certainly to blame; 
but he was in ſome meaſare forced to it. If you will 
promiſe to keep the ſecret, I will diſcover the whole 
myſtery.” * I do promiſe (ſaid ſhe, interrupting 
me with precipitation); don't be afraid of my expoling 
you, but freely explain yourſelf,” Well then, (I 
reſumed) this is briefly the affair. Immediately after 
he had received your letter, a lady covered with a 
very thick veil, came to our lodging, and aſking for 
Signior de Pacheco, tpoke with him in private a good 
while; and towards the cloſe of the converſation, I 
overhicard her ſay to him, © You ſwear to me that 
you will never ſee her again; but that is not all—You 
muſt alſo for my ſatisſaction, this inſtant, write to her 
a billet which I will dictate, and this I exact of you.“ 
Non Lewis did as ſhe defired, then putting the letter 
into my hand, Enquire (ſaid he) where doctor 
Murcia de Lianna lives, and convey with addreſs this 
paper to his daughter Iſabella,” —** So that you ſee, 
madam, {added 1) this diſobliging letter 1s the work 
of a rival, and conſequently my maſter is not ſo much 
to blame.“ O heaven! (cried ſhe) he is more ſo 
than I imagined ! his infidelity injures me more than 
the ſpiteful words which his hand wrote. Ah, the 
peifidious wretch ! he has entered into other engage- 
ments. But (added ſhe, aſſuming a lofty ait) let 
him abandon himſelf to his new flame, without con- 


ſtraint. I don't intend to thwart him. Tell him, 
| that he had no occaſiou to inſult me, in arder to make 


me leave the field free to my rival; and that I 47 f 9 
ſuch 
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ſuch a fickle lover too much, to have the leaſt deſire of 
recalling him.“ So ſaying, the diſmiſſed me, and re- 
tired, very much uritated againſt Don Lewis: : 

While I went away, very well ſatisfied with myſelf, 
and perſuaded that if I ſhould ſet up for a genius, I 
ſhould ſoon beceome a moſt dexterous cheat returned 
to our lodgings, where I found Mendoza and Pacheco 
at ſupper, converſing together as if they had been old 
acquaintance. Aurara, perceiving by my chearful 
countenance, that I had not acquitted myſelf ill of my 
commiſſion; “ So, thau art returned, Gil Blas (ſaid 
ſhe) gives us an accqunt of thy meſſage.” Being ob- 
liged to truſt to my own figefle again, I told them that 
I had delivered the pacquet with my own hand: and 
that Iſabella, after having read the two billets doux 
which it contained, inftead of feeming diſcantented, 
fell a laughing like one who had loſt her ſenſes; ſay- 
ing, „Upon my conſcience, young noblemen have an 
admirable {tyle! it muſt be owned, that other people 
don't write half ſo agreeably.”—A fine way of dif. 
embarraſſing herſelf! 804 my miſtreſs) ſhe muſt 
certainly be a finiſhed caquette, * As for me (ſaid 
Don Lewis) I ſhould never know Iſabella by ſuch 
behaviour: ſhe muſt have entirely changed her cha- 
racter during my abſence.“ I could not have thought 
her ſuch a perſon indeed, (replied Aurora) but we 
mult allow that there are women who can aſſumea 
great many different ſhapes: I was once in love with 
one of theſe, who made me her dupe a long time: Gil 
Blas, you can tell that ſhe had an air of viitue, which 
might have deceived the whole world,” Ves, tru- 
ly (faid I, mingling in the \converſation) ſhe had a 
look that would have decoyed the moſt watry; I, 
myſelf, might have been trapanned by it.“ 

Ihe pretended Mendoza and Pacheco burſt into a 
loud laugh, on hearing me talk thus: one, becauſe 
I bore witneſs againſt an imaginary lady; and the 
other, on eccount of the exprefiion I had uſed. We 
coutinucd Giſcourſing of women who have the art of 
diſſembling z 
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' diſſembling ; and the reſult of our converſation way, 


that Iſabella. was accufed in due from, and convict- 
ed of being an arrant jilt. | 
Don Lewis proteſted anew, that he would never 
ſee her, and Don Felix, by his example, ſwore he 
would always have the moſt perfe& contempt for 
her. After theſe proteſtations, they profeſſed a mu- 
tual. ſriendſhip, and promifed to conceal nothing 
from one another. Supper being over, they pro- 
ceeded to compliments; and at laſt, parted to go to 
bed, each in his own apartment. I followed Aurora 
to hers, where I gave an exact account of the converſa- 
tion I had with the doctor's daughter; not forgetting 
the leaſt circumſtance. I thought ſhe would have 
embraced me in the tranſport of her joy. © Dear 
Gil Blas, (ſaid ſhe) I am charmed with thy under- 
ſtanding! When one 1s ſo unfortunate as to be en- 
gaged in a paſſion which compels us to have recoutſe 
to ſtratagems, it is great advantage to have in our in- 
tereſts ſuch a ſenſible young fellow as thee. Courage, 
my friend; we have removed a rival who might have 
given us a world of trouble, That is no bad prog- 
noſtic : but as lovers are ſubject to ſtrange relapſes, I 
think we muſt make a ſtrong puſh, and bring Aurora 
de Guzman on the ſtage to-morrow.” I approved 
of the ſcheme, and leaving Signior Don Felix with 
his page, retired to bed. 


CH'A F. VI. 
The ſtratagems practi ſed by Aurora, to captivate Dan 
= Lewis de Pacheco. 


HE two new friends meeting next moring, be- 
gan the day with embraces, which Aurora was 


obliged to give and receive, in order to act the part 
of Don Felix. They went out to walk, and 1 accom- 
panied them with Chilindron, the valet of Don Lewis; 
when ſtopping at the univerſity to look at the titles of 
books that were paſted on the gate, which a good ma- 
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ny people amuſed themſelves in reading, I perceived 
a little man among them, who gave his opinion of all 
the different works that were ſo publiſhed. I obſerv> 
ed that he was heard with great attention, which I 
fancied at the ſame time, he believed was no more 
than his due: for he ſeemed vain and poſitive, as lit- 
tle men commonly are. That new tranſlation of 
Horace, (ſaid he) which you ſee advertiſed in ſuch 
large characters, is a work in proſe, compoled by an 
old college author ;—a book in great eſteem among 
the ſtudents, who have already comſumed four edi- 
tions of it : and yet there 1s not one man of taſte who 
has purchaſed ſo much as a ſingle copy.“ His judge» 
ment was not a whit more favourable for the other 
books, which he ridiculed without exception. 80 
that, in all likelihood, he was an author himſelf. 1 
ſhould not have been tired of hearing him to an end; 
but was obliged to follow Don Lewis and Don Felix, 
who being as little pleaſed withhis diſcourſe, as inter- 
elled in the books which he cenſured, left him to the 
cnjoyment of his own criticiſm. 

We came home at dinner-time, and my miſtreſs, 
ſiting down at table with Pacheco, artfully turned the 
converſation on her own family. My father (aid 
ſhe) is a cadet of the houſe of Mendoza, and ſettled 
at Toledo; my mother is ſiſter to Donna Kimena de 
Guſman, who came to Salamanca ſome days ago, on 
an affair of importance, with her nice Aurora, the on- 
ly daughter of don Vincent de Guſman, whom, per- 
haps, you know.“ „ No, (replied Don Lewis) buk 
I have often heard of him, as well as of your coubn 
Aurora. Am I to believe what is reported of her ? 
I have been aſſured that nothing equals her undet- 
ſtanding but her beauty.” * As for underſtanding 
(reſumed Don Felix) ſhe has a pretty good ſhare, and 
that well cultivated ; but I don't think her io very 
handſome. People ſay that ſhe and I very much re- 
ſemble one another,” © If that be the caſe, (cried 


Pacheco) ſhe deſerves the reputation ſhe has got 3 


your 
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your features are regular; your couſm muſt be quite 
enchanting, I with I had an opportunity of ſeeing 
and, converſing with her.” 1 undertake to fatisfy 
your curfofity, (rephed the pretended Mendoza) and 
Will (ops to my aunt's houſe this very after. 
noon.” My miſtreſs, all of a ſudden, changed the 
diſcourſe, and talked on indifferent ſubjefs.—After 
dinner, while they were preparing to go and viſit 
Donna Kimena, I was beforehand with them, and 
Tan to advertiſe the duenna, that the might be ready 
to receive them; then returning inſtanly, accompani- 
ed Don Felix, who conducted Don Lewis to the 
houſe of his aunt. But they had ſcarce entered the 
houſe, when they met dame Kimena, who deſired 
them by a ſign, to make no noiſe, 4+ Huſh, huſh, 
(ſaid ſhe, with a low voice) you will wake my niece, 
who has been tormented fince yeſterday with a terrible 
head-ach, which was juſt left her, and the poor child 
has been aſleep about a quarter of an hour,” 1 
am ſorry for this diſappointment, (ſaid Mendoza); I 
Was in good hopes of ſeeing my couſin, and had pro- 
miſed that pleaſure to my friend Pacheco.” „The 
affair is not very urgent, (replied Ortiz, ſmiling) you 
may defer it till to morrow.“ The cavaliers conver- 
ſed a little while with the old gentle woman, and then 
retired. 

Don Lewis carried us to the houfe of one of his 


friends, a gentleman, whoſe name was Don Gabriel 


gde Pedros, with whom we ſpent the reſt of the day, 
ſupped, and did not think of coming home till two 
| o'clock in the morning. We had got about half way, 
& When we ſtumbled over two men lying ſtretched upon 
& the ground. Thinking they were unfortunate people, 
| Who had been aſſaſſinated, we ſtopped to give aſſiſtance 
provided it was not too late; and as we endeavoured 
to inform ourſelves of their condition, as well as the 
darkneſs of the night would allow, the patrol came 
up; and the commander taking us at firſt for the mur- 
derers, ordered his men to ſutround us; but he con- 


ceived 
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ceived a more favourable opinion or our moralsz 
when he heard us ſpeak, and, by the help of the dark 
lanthorn, ſaw the faces of Mendoza and Pacheco, 
His ſoldiers being ordered to examine the condition 
of the two men, who he fancied had been flain, found 
that it was a fat licentiate, with his man, both in li- 
quor, or rather dead drunk. * Gentlemen, (cried 
one of the guard) I know this epicure: It is Signior 
the licentiate Guyomar, rector of your umverſity ; 
notwithſtanding the pickle you ſee him in now, he 18 
a great man, and a wonderful genius! There is not a 
philoſopher in Salamanca whom he cannot confute in 
an argument. He has an unparalleled flow of words ; 
'tis pity that he is a little addicted to law ſuits, the 
bottle and a wench. He was no doubt on his return 
from ſupping with his Iſabella, where unluckly 
his man getting as drunk as himſelf, they have both 
tumbled into the kennel. Before the good licentiate 
was rector, this misfortune frequently happened to 
him: and you ſee, honours don't always change the 
man.” We left thoſe drunkards in the hands of the 
patrole, who undertook to carry them home, and re- 
turning to our lodgings, every one went to reſt, 

Don Felix and Don Lewis getting up about noon; 
Aurora was the firſt ſubject of their diſcourſe. “ Gil 
Blas, {ſaid my miſtreſs to me) go to my aunt Donna 
Kimena, and aſk if Signior Pacheco and I can have the 
pleaſure of ſeeing my couſin to day.” I went out to 
acquit myſelf of this commiſſion, or rather, to concert 
with the duenna what was to be done : and when 
we had taken our meaſures, I returned to the falſe 
Mendoza, ſaying. * Signior, your couſin Aurora 18 
ſurpriſingly well, and charged me to aſſure you from 
her, that your viſit will be very agreeable; and 
Donna Kimena bid me aſſure Signior Pacheco, that 
he ſhall always be welcome at her houſe, on your ac- 
count.“ | | 

perceived that Don Lewis was mightily pleaſed 
with theſe laſt words; my miſtreſs oblerved the — 

an 
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ad drew, a happy preſage from her remark. . Imme 
; before dinner, Signiora Kimena's valet appear: 
ed, and ſaid to Don Felix, “ Signior, a man from 
Toledo has been enquiring for you at your aunt's 
houſe, and left this note.” The pretended Mendozg 
opened it, and read aloud theſe words; © If you are 
deſirous of hearing news of your father, and of he- 
ing made acquainted with other things of conſequence 
to you, fail not, Rm receipt of this, to repair to the 
black horſe near the univerſity.” «© I am, (faid 
he) too curious to hear theſe things of conſequence nat 
to ſatisfy my deſire inſtantly. Without taking leave 
of you, Pacheco (added he) if I don't return in twg 
hours, you may go by yourſelf to my aunt's, and 1 
will come to you there, after dinner, You know 
what Gil Blas has told you from Donna Kimens, 
and you have a right to make the viſit.” So ſaying he 
went out, and ordered me to follow him. 
You may eaſily gueſs, that inſtead of going to 
the black horſe, we took the road to the houſe 
where Ortiz lived, where, as ſoon as we arrived, 
Aurora took off her fair-coloured tour, waſhed and 
rubbed her cyes brows, dreſſed herſelf like a wo- 
man, and became a very handſome black-eyed lady, 
as ſhe naturally was: for her diſguſe had changed 
her ſo much, that Aurora and Don Felix appeared 
to be two different people. She even ſeemed a great 
deal taller, as a woman, than as a man, to which 
indeed her ſhoe-heels that were exceſſively high, 
contributed not a little, When ſhe had improved 
her charms with all the aſſiſtance that art could be- 
ſtow, ſhe expected Don Lewis with an agitation 
compoſed of hope and fear. Sometimes the confided 
in her beauty and wit, and ſometimes was afraid that 
her attempt would be,unſucceisfui. Ortiz, on the 
other fide, ſummoned all her fineſſe to ſecond my miſ- 
tieſs; and I, that Pacheco might not ſee me in the 
houſe, like thoſe players who appear only in the laſt 
&, conccaled nit{glt till towards the end of the vis 
by going out as ſoon as I had dined, lo 
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In ſhort, every thing was m order when Don Lewis 
arrived. He was received in a very agreeable manner 
by lady Kimena, and enjoyed a converſation with 
Aurora two or three hours long; at the end of which 
came into the room where they were, and addreſſ- 
ing mylelf to the cavalier, “ Signior (faid I) my 
maſter Don Felix, cannot be here to day: but begs 
you will excuſe him, becauſe he is in company with 
three men from Toledo, of whom he cannot diſen- 
gage himſelf,” © Ah, the little rake! (cried Donna 
Kimena) he is certainly ſet in to hard drinking.” 
% No, madam. (I replied) they are diſcourſing toge - 
ther of very ſerious affairs. He is heartily ſorry that 
he cannot wait upon you; and ordered me to make 
his apology to you and Donna Aurora.” | „ Oh! I' 
have none of his apologies; (ſaid my miſtreſs) he 
knows I have been indiſpoſed, and ought to ſhew a 
little more concern for his relation. In order to pu- 
niſh him for his indifference, he ſhan't ſee me theſe 


| hiftcen days.” * Ah madam ! (faid Don Lewis) do 


not form ſuch a cruel reſolution: Don Felix 1s rather 
to be pitied for not being able to viſt you.“ ; 
They diverted themfelvcs for ſome time with this 
ſubject, and then Pacheco withdrew: The fair Aus 
rora immediately transformed herſclf, and reſuming 
the appearance of a cavalier, returned to the lodgings 
as ſoon as ſhe could, 44 I aſk pardon, my dear friend} 
(fad the to Don Lewis) for failing to meet you at m 
aunt's, but I could not get rid of the people in who 
company I was: what confoles me for the diſappoints 
ment, is, that you have atleaſt had leiſure to ſatisfy 
your curioſity. Well, what do you think of my cou- 
in?” am enchanted by her ! {anſwered Pacheco) 
you had reaſon to ſay ſhe reſembled yòu: I never faw 
teatures more alike : the ſame turn of face, the fame 
eyes, the fame mouth, and tone of voice! There is, 
however, ſome diiference between you. Aurora is'4 
little taller than you; ſhe is black, and you are lair, 
You are merry, and ſhe is grave, Theſe are 
| diſtinguiſh 


68 The ADVENTURES of 


diſtinguiſh you the one from the other. As for under- 
ſtanding (added he) I do not believe a celeſtial being 
can have more than your couſin, In a word, ſhe is a 
lady of accompliſhed merit.” 
Signior Pacheco pronounced theſe laſt words with 
ſo much vivacity, that Don Felix ſaid, ſmiling, 
« Friend, I advile you for the ſake of your repoſe, to 
go no more to Donna Kimena's. Aurora de Guſman 
may make your heart ake, and inſpire you with a 
1 There is no occaſion for another ſight of 
er, to make me in love, (ſaid he, interrupting . 
that is done already.” „I am ſorry for it (replie 
the pretended Mendoza) for you are not one of thoſe 
who can attach themſelves to one, and my couſin is no 
Iſabella. I can aſſure you beforehand, that ſhe will 
never liſten to a lover, except on honourable terms.” 
* Honourable terms! (replied Don Lewis) ſure no 
body would offer any other to a young lady of her 
birth. Alas! I ſhould think myſelf the happieſt of 
men, if ſhe would approve of my addreſſes, and con- 
ſent to join her deſtiny with mine!“ 

& Since you talk in that ſtile (ſaid Don Felix) I am 
intereſted in your behalf, Yes, I iſt myſelf in your 
ſervice—Offer you all my influence with Aurora, and 
will to-morrow bring over my aunt, who has a great 
{way over her.” Pacheco returned a thouſand thanks 
to the cavalier who made him ſuch fair promiſes; and 
we perceived with joy, that our ſtiatagem could not 
ſucceed better. Next day, we increaſed the love of 
Don Lewis, by a new invention. My miſtreſs having 
been with Donna Kimena, on pretence to render her 

. favourable to that cavalier, came back and ſaid to him, 
% I heve ſpoke to my aunt, whom with much dith- 
culty, I have made your friend. She was furiouſly 
prejudiced againſt you: for iome body or other had 
made her believe that you was a downright libertine: 
but I undertook your defence with eagerneſs, -and at 
laſt deſtroyed the bad impieſſion ſhe had. received of 
your morals,” | 
« Tlyz 
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it This is not all; (purſued Aurora) you mnſt talk 
with my aunt, in my preſence, and then we ſhall make 
ſure of her aſſiſtance.“ Pacheco expreſſed extreme 
impatience to diſcourſe with Donna Kimena, and that 
ſatisfaction was granted to him next morning, when 
the falſe Mendoza conducted him to madam Ortiz, 
and they three had a long converſation; in which Don 
Lewis ſhewed that he had allowed himſelf to be very 
much captivated 1n a very little time. The artful 
Kimena feigned to be moved with all the tenderneſs 
he expreſſed, and promiſed her utmoſt endeavour to 
engage her neice to marry him. Pacheco immediately 
threw Iimſelf at the feet of ſuch a kind aunt, and 
thanked her for her friend{hip: whereupon Don 
Felix aſked if his couſm was up? “ No, — 
the duenna) ſhe is ſtill a-bed, and you cannot ſee her 
at preſent, but return this afternoon, and you may 
converſe with her at leiſure.” This anſwer of ma- 
dam Kimena redoubled, as you may well believe, the 
joy of Don Lewis, who thought the reſt of the fore- 
noon extremely tedious, and went back to his lodg- 
ings with Mendoza, who was not a little pleaſed with 
obſerving in him all the marks of genuine love. | 

They talked of nothing but Aurora, and when they 
had dined, Don Felix ſaid to Pacheco, © There's a 
thought come into my head. I am of opinion, that 
I ſhould go to my aunt's ſome minutes before you, 
and have a liitle chat with my couſin, that I may, if 
poſſible, diſcover the diſpoſition of her heart towards 
you.“ Don Lewis approving this ſcheme, let his 
ſriend go before, and did not ſet out till an hour after, 
So, my miſtreſs made ſuch good uſe of her time, that 
ſhe was dreſſed like a lady when her lover arrived: 
„thought (ſaid the cavalier, after having ſaluted 
Aurora and the duenna) to have found Don Felix 
here.“ „ You will ſee him immediately (anſwered 
Donna Kimena) he is writing in my cloſet.” Upon 
which, Pacheco ſeemed to ſwallow the trick, and en- 
tered into tonverſation with the ladies, But notwith- 
ſtanding 
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ſtanding the preſence of his beloved object, he per- 
eeived that the hours ſtole away, without Mendoza“ 
appearing; and as he could not help teſtifying ſome 
furprize at it, Aurora changing countenance all of a 
ſudden, began to laugh, and ſaid to Don Lewis, Is 
it poſſible that you have no ſuſpicion of the trick 
which has been played upon you? Do an artificial 
light-coloured tour, and painted eye-brows, make me 
ſo unlike myſelf, that you have been miſtaken 
them hitherto ? Undeceive yourſelf Pacheco, (conti. 
nued ſhe, reſuming an air of gravity) and know that 
Don Felix de Mendoza and Aurora de Guſman are 
but one and the ſame perſon.” 

She was not contented with extricating him out of 
this er1or, but alſo owned her paſſion A him, and 
informed him of all the ſteps ſhe had taken towards 
us ſucceſs. Don Lewis, no leſs charmed than ſur. 
prized with what he heard, threw himſelf at her feet, 
exclaiming in a tranſport of joy, . Ah, beautiful Au- 
rora! may I then believe myſelf the happy mortal 
whom you have favoured ſo much? How ſhall I re. 
compence your goodneſs, which the moſt perfect love 
can never enough repay ?”” Theſe words were accom- 
panied with a thouſand more paſſionate and tender ex- 
preſſions: after which, the two lovers conferred upon 
the meaſures that were to be taken towards the accom- 
pliſhment of their mutual deſires; and it was reſolved 
that we ſhould ſet out immediately for Madrid, and 
bring our comedy to a concluſion by marriage. This 
deſign was no ſooner formed than — in execution: 
in fifteen 0 Don Lewis eſpouſed my miſtreſs, and 
their nuptials gave riſe to entertainments and infinite 
rejoicings. 


A P. 
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Cil Blas quits his place, and goes into the ſervice of Don 
Gonzales de Pacheco. 4 
HREE weeks after this marriage, my miſtreſs 
being deſirous of recompenſing me for the ſer- 
vice I had done her, made me a preſent of an hundred 
piſtoles, ſaying, Gil Blas, my friend, far from turn- 
ing you away, I leave it to your choice to ſtay with 
me as long as you pleaſe; but my huſband's uncle, 
Don Gonzales de Pacheco, wants to have you for a 
valet de chambre. I ſpoke to him fo advantageouſly 
of you, that he aſſured me, I'would do him a favour'in 
parting with you to him. He 1s an old nobleman 
(added ſhe) of an excellent character, and you will be 
quite happy in his ſervice.” 

I thanked Aurora for her generoſity, and as ſhe had 
no longer any occaſion for me, accepted the poſt to 
which I was recommended; the more willingly as 1 
ſhould be ſtill in the family. One morning therefore, 
I went with a meſſage from my new married miſtreſs 
to Signior Don Gonzales, who was ſtill a-bed, though 
it was near twelve o'clock. When I entered his cham- 
ber, I found him taking ſome broth which a page had 
brought in. The old gentleman's whifſkets were in 
papers, his eyes almoſt quite extinguiſhed, and his face 
pale and meagre. He was one of thoſe old boys who 
have been great rakes in their youth, and are not u 
whit more ſedate in their old age. He received me 
with great civility, and told me that if I would ſerve 
him with as much zeal as I had manifeſted for his 
niece, I might depend upon living happily. I pro- 
miſed to have the ſame attachment to him which I had 
tor her, and that moment he engaged me in his ſervice, 

Behold me then with a new maſter, and heaven 
knows what ſort of a man he was! When he got up, 
I fancied I ſaw the reſurrection of Lazarus. Paint to 


your own imagination, a tall body fo lean mm 
t 
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that when it was naked an anatomiſt might have taught | 
oſteology upon it, with legs ſo ſmall that they looked in 
like ſpindles, after he had put on three or four pair, pe 
of Rockings. - This living mummy was beſides trou- W th 
bled with an aſthma, and coughed at every word he an 
ſpoke. Having drank chocolate, he called for paper * 
and ink, and wrote a letter which he ſealed and ſent co 
away, according to the direction, by the page who had „. 
brought the broth; then turning to me, & Friend; ſaid W 7, 
he, thou art the petſon whom I intend henceforth to W ye 
truſt with my commiſſions, eſpecially thoſe which re MW th 
gard Donna Euphraſia, -a- young lady whom I love, W hi 
and who is paſſionately fond of me.“ | 
Good God! ſaid I to myſelf, how can young in 
people help believing themſelves beloved, when this 
old dotard thinks himſelf adored !!” „Gil Blas, ad- tO 
ded he, thou ſhalt go with me this very day to her W ba 
houſe, where I ſup almoſt every night, and thou wilt en 
be charmed with her prudence, and reſerve; far from Te 
-reſembling thole ſilly coquettes who can reliſh nothing 
but youth, and are won by appearances only, ſhe ha MW v. 
an underſtanding already mature and judicious, that as 
conſults the ſentiments of a man, and prefers a lover I 
of delicacy and taſte to one of the moſt ſhining exte- ot 
riors.” Signior Don Gonzales did not here finiſh the w 
eulogium ot his miſtreſs, whom he repreſented as the W ſię 
epitome of all perfection. But he had a hearer not MW to 
eaſily perſuaded. After the conduct of the actteſſes, 1. 
which I had ſeen, I did not look upon old noblemen th. 
as people very happy in their amours, I pretended, ed 
however, out of complaiſance, to believe all that my 4 
maſter ſaid. I did more; I extolled the diſcernment MW l 
and taſte of Euphraſia; and was even impudent th 
enough to affirm, that ſhe could not have a more ſe; 
amiable gallant. * th 
The good old gentleman did not perceive that 1 d- 
made game of him; but on the contrary, applauded i th 
my good ſenſe. So true it is, that a ſycophant may tu; 
zun any riſk with the great, who ſwallow all kind 
14405 : RE tlatterys 
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Fattery, let it be ever ſo abſurd. The old man hav. 


ing written his letter, pulled ſome hairs out of his 
peard with a pair of pincers, cleaued his eyes of a 
thick gum that filled them, waſhed his ears and hands, 
and after having performed his ablutions, painted his 
whiſkers, eyebrows, and hair, of « black colour z 
continuing longer at his toilet than an old widow 
who ſtudies to hide the outrage of time upon her. 
Juſt as he had done dreſſing, another gentlemen in 
years, one of his friends, entered, whoſe name way 


the Count d'Afumar. But he, far from concealing 
his grey hairs, ſupported himſelf on à cane, and 


ſeemed to glory in his old age, rather than in appear 
ing young. * Signior Pacheco, ſaid he as he came in, 


Jam come to dine with you.“ © You are very wel 


come, Count,” zn{wered my maſter. Mean While, 
having embraced one another, they fat down, and 
entered into converſation till ſuch time as dinner was 
readv. 4 

The diſcourſe turned, at firſt, upon a bull-feaſt, 
which had been celebrated a few days before; and 
as they mentioned the cavaliers who had ſhewn'the 
greateſt vigour-ar:4 addrefs, the old Count, ke an- 
other Neſtor, who from talking of the preſent al- 
ways took occaſion to praiſe the paſt, ſaid, with's 
fgh, “ Alas! I ſee no men now-a-days comparable 
to thoſe I have known heretofore ;5 and the tournas 
ments are not performed with half the magmficence 
that they were when I was a young man.” I laugh. 
ed within myſelf at the prejudice of honeſt Signior 
d' Aſumar, who did not conkne it to tournaments on- 
ly; but, I remember, when the deſert was ſet upon 
the table, ſecing ſome fine peaches ſerved up, he ob- 
ſerved, © In my time the peaches were much larger 
than they are at preſent z nature degenerates eve 
day.” „ At that rate, ſaid Don Gonzales ſmiling, 
the peaches of Adam's time mult have been wonders 
tally large,” 
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Count d'Aſumar ſaid almoſt the whole day with 
my maſter, who no ſooner found himſelf diſengaged, 
than he went out, bidding me follow him. He went 
to Euphraſia's, who lodged at the diſtance of an hun- 
dred paces from our houſe, and found her in a very 
handſome apartment. She was gaily dreſſed, and 
had ſuch a youthfnl air, that I concluded ſhe was 
under age, although ſhe was good thirty years old, 
at leaſt. She was really handſome, and her under- 
ſtanding ſoon raiſed my admiration : for ſhe was not 
one of thoſe coquettes who have nothing to recom- 
mend them but ide ribaldry, and looſe behaviour; 
ſhe was modeſt in her manners, as well as in her con- 
verſation, and talked with a great deal of wit, with» 
out the lcaſt affectation. O heaven! ſaid 1 to my- 
ſelf, 1s it poſſible that a perſon of ſuch delicacy can 
be a lady of pleaſure! I imagined that impudence 
was inſeparable from all women of her prolſeſſion, 
and was altoniſhed to ſee one with the appearance of 
modeſty ; not reflethng that theſe princeſſes know 
how to aſſume any ſhape, and accommodate them- 
ſelves to the characters of people of fortune and no- 
þility that fall into their hands. When their gallants 
are pleaſed with fire and tranſport, they are briſk and 
petulant; and with thoſe who love reſerve, practiſe a 
prudent and virtuous behaviour : they are the true 
cameleons, who change colour according to the hu» 
mour and diſpoſition of the men whom they ap- 
proach. | | 
Don Gonzales was none of thoſe noblemen who 
are taken with your bold beauties; he could not bear 
ladies of that claſs ; on the contrary, could reliſh no 
woman, unleſs ſhe had the appearance of a veſtal. 
Euphraſia, therefore, modellcd herſelf accordingly, 
and ſhewed, that all the good actreſſes are not em- 
ployed in the theatre. Leaving my maſter, with his 
nymph, I went down ſtairs into a hall, where I 
J6und an old chambermaid, whom I had known 
Maiting- woman to an athreſls, Recollefting mg. im- 
N mediately, 
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mediately, ſhe ſaid, What! is it yout Gil Blas ? 
you have quitted Arſenia, it ſeems, as. I did Conſtan- 
tia.” „ Yes, truly, anſwered I, it is a long time 
- ſince I left her, and went to ſerve a young lady of 
| faſhion, A player's life is not to my taſte ; and there=- 
fore I diſmiſſed myſelf, without deigning to come to. 
the leaſt explanation with Ar ſenia““ ** You was in 
the right, replied the chambermaid, whoſe name was: 
Beatrice; I ſerved Conſtantia pretty. much in the 
ſame manner: one morning early I gave in my ac- 
counts, very coldly, which ſhe received without ut- 
tering one ſyllable, and ſo we parted cavalierly. 
enough.“ 
© Iam extremely glad, ſaid I, that we now meet 
„in a more honourable houſe: Donna Euphraſia ſeems- 
an to be a ſort of woman of faſhion, and I believe her. 
ce character is very good.” V ou are not at all miſtaken,. 
n, WE {aid the old waiting-woman :. She is of a very good. 
of family, and as for her temper, I can aſſure you there: 
In ver was one more equal and ſweet. She is none of- 
n. thoſe paſſionate and difficult miſtreſſes, who find fault. 
10- with every thing, ſcold inceſſantly, torment their do- 
nts Wh meſtics, and, in one word, make a hell of their ſer» 
nd vice. I never once heard her grumble; but when 1 
© 2 WW happen to do any thing contrary to her inclinations, - 
"ue Bt ſhe reproves me without rage, and never lets one of 
u- thoſe epithets. eſcape her, of which your violent dames 
2p" are ſo liberal.” „ My maſter, I reſumed, is allo very 
ſwcet tempered.: he's the beſt natured mortal alive, 
ho and therefore you and I are much more happy than in. 
car Wt ie ſervice of actreſſes.“ © A thoufand times more 
no hippy, replied Beatrice! Inſtcad of leading a liſe of 
tal. Wn iſe and tumult, I now live, as it were, in a retreat. 
„No man enters theſe doors but Signior Don Gonzales. 
me ſhall ſee nobody but you in my ſolitude, for which, 
Jam not at all ſorry; for I have had an affeftion for, 
you a long time, and, more than once, envied the 
happineſs of Laura, in having you for a gallant. But, 
a {hort, 1 hope to be as happy as ſhe ; for, though L 
| 18 "WY | ve 
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have neither her youth nor her | beauty, by way of 


amends, I have coquettry, and am as faithful as 6 Ma 
turtle.“ | 

As honeſt Beatrice was one of thoſe perſons who ui 
are obliged to make a tender of their favours, becauſe fat; 
nobody will aſk them, I was not at all tempted to 1 
profit by her advances: I did not defire, however, 5 
that ſhe ſhould perceive my contempt, and was even * 
polite enough to expreſs myſelf in fuch a manner, the 
that ſhe did not loſe all hopes of engaging my heart, Pl: 


T imagined, then, that I had made a conqueſt of an 390 

old chamber-maid, but happened. on this occaſion, to 

be deceived: ſhe did not beheve in this manner to me pe! 

for my own fake only ; her deſign was to inſpire me 

with love, that ſhe might bring me over to the inteteſt M 5, 
my” LY % 

of her miſtreſs, for whom ſhe was ſo zeslous, that 


the did not mind what it coſt her, in promoting het = 
advantage. J found inv error next morning, when ch. 
I carried a billet-doux from my maſter to Eupbraſis. in 
That lady gave me a moſt gracious reception, end ſaid 


a thouſand obliging things, ia which ſhe was joined by 
her maid : one admiring my phiſiognomy, while the 
other obſerved in me an air of prudence and ſagacity. 2 
According to them, Signior Don Gonzales poſſeſſed 4 
treaſure, in having ſuch a valet. In a word, they 
praiſed me ſo much, that I ſuſpeRed their applauſe, th 
znd even diſcerned the motives of it; but I received «© 
it, in appearance, with all the fimplicity of -a fool, 
and by this counterplot effeftuaRly deceived the ſharp- pe 
ers, who, at laſt, pulled off the maſk. . 

« Heark'ee, Gil Blas {ſaid Euphraſia to me) it de. 


| 2 
pends upon thyſelf to make thy fortune. Let us aff <4 
min concert, my friend. Don Gonzales is old, and hill te. 
| conſtitution fo crazy, that the leaſt touch of a TeverMW 7 
aſſiſted by an able phyſician, will carry him off. Lal c. 

us make the beſt of the little time he has left, and er f. 


ert ourſelves ſo, as that he may leave the beſt part of 
His eltate to me. Thou ſhalt bave a good ſhare of the tj 
booty, and chou mayeſt depend upon my promile, a 
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much as if I had made it beſore all the notaries of 
Madrid.” „ Madam (anſwered I) you may com- 
mand your humble. ſervant, You have nothing to 
do, but to preſcribe my conduct, and you ſhalt be 
fatisfied.” „ Very well, (ſhe replied) thou muſt 
obſerve thy maſter, and give me an account of all his- 
proceedings when you taik to him in private, don't 
{ail to turn the converſation upon women, and from 
thence artfully take occaſion to ſpeak well of me. 
Ply him with Eupbraſia as much at poſſible ; and 1 
again recommend it to you, to be very attentive to 
what paſſes in the family of the Pacheco's : if you 
perceive that any relation of Don Gonzales is ex- 
tremely officious about him, and aims at the ſuccef- 
ſion to his eſtate, acquaint me with it immediately; 
that is all I aſk, and I warrant I ſhall fend him a 
drift in a very little time; for I know the different 
characters of his relations, and the 1idiculous Iights 
in which they may be repreſented to him : having al- 
ready prejudiced him pretty ſucceſsfully againſt all 
his nephews and couſins,” 

By theſe inſtructiops, and others which Euphraſia 
added, I concluded, that this lady was one of thoſe 
who attach themſelves to generous old men. She had 
lately prevailed upon Don Gonzales to ſell an eſtate, 
the price of which ſhe had converted to her own ule z 
ſhe cxtorted from him valuable moveables every day, 
and, beſides, had reaſon to hope that ſhe would not 
be forgotten in his will. 1 pretended to engage wile: 
lingly, to do all that ſhe defired;. and, diſſimulation 
apart, doubted within myſelf, on my return home, 
whether I ſhould contribute to impoſe upon my maſ- 
ter, or undentake to detach him from his miſtreſs, 
The laſt of theſe reſolutions ſeemed more honourable 
than the other, and I felt myſelf more inclined to 
fulfil than betray my duty; beſides, Euphraſia had. 
made me no poſitive promiſe, and that, perhaps, Wav 
the occaſion of my fidelity's remaining uncorruptede. 
I ie{0lygd, therefore, to ſerve Don Gonzales with 
th dS Keul, 
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zeal, perſuading myſelf, that if I ſhould be lucky 

enough to divert his affection from his idol, I ſhould 
be better rewarded for this good action than for all the 
bad ones I could commit. 

That I might the more eaſily accompliſh what 1 
propoſed, I thewed myſelf intircly devoted to the 
ſ{ervice of Donna Euphraſia: I made her believe, 
that 1 ſpoke of her inceſſantly to my maſter; and a- 
cordingly invented; fabies, which ſhe took for ſterling 
truth, I inſinuated myſelf ſo much into her good 
graces, that ſhe thought me intircly in her intereſt, 
and ſtil] the better to impoſe upon her, affected to ap- 
ot in love with Beatrice, who, ravaged: to Tee, at 

er age, a young lover at her beck. did not much 
mind being deceived, provided ſhe was deceived 
agrecably, When my maler and I were each with 
his own princeſs, we compoſed two very -different 
pictures in the ſame taſte, Don Gonzales, pale and 
withered as I have repreſented him, when he attempt 
ed to ogle, looked -like-a wretch in his laſt 2gomies; 
and my infanta, in proportion to the ſeeming increak 
of my paſſion, aſſumctl ſtill more and more childiſh 
airs, and practiſed all the artiſice of an old coquet, 
which the had been learning forty years at leaſf; 
having bcen refined in the ſervice of ſome of thoſe 
;herotnes of gallantry, who can pleaſe even in then 
old age, and die loaded with the ſpoils of two of 

three generations, 

I was not ſatisfied with following my maſter, every 
evening, to the houſe of Euphtaſia; I ſometimes 
went thither, alone, by day; but at what hour ſoever 
I went in, I never met with any man, or woman Cle 
ther, of a ſuſpicious appearance ; not could I diſcover 
the leaſt trace of infidelity, a circumſtance that fur- 
prized me not a lile; for I could not imagine that 
fuch a handſome lady could be exactly true to Don 
Gonzales. And in this, ſurely, my judgment was not 

too raſh; for the fair Euphraſia, (as you will pres 
ſeatly ſec) that ſhe might wait with the more po 
4 | of 
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for my maſter's eſtate, was es with a lover 
more agreeable to a woman of her age. | 
One morning, when I carried, as uſual, a letter te 
the princeſs, I perceived, while I was in her chamber, 
the feet of a man concealed behind the tapeſtry, E 
went away, without ſeeming to obſerve them; but als 
though I ought not to be ſurprized at this objech, 
which was no buſineſs of mine, I did nat fail to te- 
ſent it. Ah, perfidious wretch! ſaid I to myſelf, in 
a paſſion, ah, wicked Euphraſia ! thou art not ſatisfied 
with impoſing upon a good old gentleman, by per- 
ſuading him that he is beloved, but thou muſt alf 
crow thy perfidy, by abandoning thyſelf to another! 
What a fool was I. now I think on it, to moralize in 
this manner! I ought rather to have laughed at the ad- 
venture, and looked upon it as a compenſation for the 
tireſome, languid moments ſhe underwent in her 
commerce with my maſter : I ſhould, at leaſt, havg 
done better in holding my tongue, than in ſeizing this 
occaſion of acting the conſcientious valet ; but in- 
ſtead of moderating my zeal, I entered warmly into 
the intereſt of Don Gonzalcs, to whom I made a 
faichful report of what I had ſeen : I even added, 
that Euphraſia wanted to ſeduce me; I concealed noe 
thing of what ſhe had ſaid on that occaſion, and it 
was his own fault if he was not perfectly acquaintet 
with the character of his miſtreſs. He was confound 
at the information, and a ſmall emotion of wrath 
appeared on his countenance, ſeemed to preſage that 
the lady ſhould not be unfaithful to him with impir- 
nity. * Enough, Gil Blas, faid he, I am extremely 
ſ-afible of thy attachment, and pleaſed with thy fide- 
lity ; I will go inſtantly to Euphraſia, load her with 
reproaches, and break for ever with the ungratefirl 
creature.“ So ſaying, he went out accordingly, and 
diſpenſed with my attendance, that he might ſpace 
me the diſagreeable part I had to play, during their 
eclaireiſſement. | 
I waited for my maſter's return with a world of 
D 4 impatience, 
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impatience, not doubting, that as he had ſo much 
cauſe to complain of his nymph, he would come back 
3 detached from her allurements. On this 
uppoſitiop, I applauded myſelf far what I had done; 
I repreſented to myſelf the ſatisfaction which the na- 
tural. heirs of Don Gonzales would have, when the 
tearned that their kinſman was no longer the ſport of 
a paſſion. ſo contrary to their intereſts : I flattered my- 
elf, that they would conſider me for it, and, in 
fhort, that I had diſtinguiſhed myſelf from other va- 
lets, who are uſually more apt to encourage their mal. 
ters.1n debauchery than to reclaim them. I was in love 
with honour, and reflected, with pleaſure, that I 
fhould pals for the Corypheus of all domeſtics. But 
this idea, agreeable as it was, vaniſhed in a few hours, 
when my patron arriving, ſaid, “ Friend, I have 
Had a very ſharp converſation with Euphraſia, who 
affirms, that thou haſt miſrepreſented her, and ant, 
U ſhe is to be believed, no other than an impoſtor, 
altogether devoted to my nephews, out of regard to 
whom thou ſpareſt nothing to make me quarrel with 
her. I ſaw real! tears trickle from her eyes, and 
{he ſwore by all that was ſacred, that (he never made 
any propoſals to thee, nor ever fees a man. Beatrice, 
who ſeems to be a good girl, proteited the ſame 
thing, in ſuch a manner that my anger was ap- 
peaſed in ſpite of my teeth.” 
„ How, Sir! faid J, interrupting him in a forrow- 
ful manner, do you doubc my ſincerity ? do you dif. 
t: ult''——<* No child, ſaid he, interrupting me in 
nis turn, I do thee all manner of juſtice; 1 don't be- 
heve thee in a confederacy with my nephews. I am 
ver ſuaded that thou art concerned for my intereſt 
only, and I am obliged to thee ; but appearances ate 
deceitful, Perhaps what thou ſaweſt exiſted only in 
thy own imagination; and, in that caſe thou meyell 
gueſs how difagreeable thy accuſation muſt be to 
Fuphraſia Be nt as it may, ſhe is a perſon whom 1 
«aunut help loving. LI mult even make the ſacrifice 
wb 
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to her which ſhe demands, and that ſacrifice is thy 
diſmiſſion. I am ſorry for it, my poor Gil Blas, 
added he, and I aſſure thee, I conſented to it with 
regret : but I could not do otherwiſe. What ought 
to conſole thee is, that I ſhall not fend thee away un- 
recompenſed: and I intend moreover to ſettle thee 
with a lady, a friend of mine, where thou wilt hve 
very agreeably.” 

I was very much mortined to ſee my zeal thus 
turned againſt myſelf; I curſed Euphraſia, and de- 
plored the weakneſs of Don Gonzales, who allowed 
himſelf to be led by the noſe. The good old man 
being very ſenſible, that in turning me away merely 
to pleaſe his miſtreſs, he did not behave in the moſt 
manly manner, made me amends fur his effeminacy, 
and gilded the pill I was to ſwallow with fifty du- 
cats, Next day carrying me to the marchioneſs of 
Chaves, he told her in my hearing, that I was a 
young man who poſſeſſed many good qualities: that 
he had a regard for me, but family-reaſons not per- 
mitting him to keep me in his ſervice, he begged 
ſhe would admit me into her family. She received 
me that inſtant into the number of her domeſtics ; o 
that I found myſelf tranflated all of a ſudden into a 
new place. 


„HAF. Vi 


The character of the r of Chaves, and of thoſe 
people who uſually viſited her. 


HE marchioneſs of Chaves was a widow of five 

and thirty, handſome, tall, and well ſhaped, 

who enjoyed a yearly income of ten thouſand ducats, 
without the care and incumbrance of children. I ne- 
ver ſaw a woman of more gravity, or one who ſpoke 
leſs, though this did not hinder her from being look- 
ed upon as the moſt witty lady in Madrid. The great 
concourſe of people of quality, and men of leargyng, 
who daily frequented her houſe, contributed, per- 
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aps, more than any thing ſhe ſaid, to give her this 
reputation. But this I will not undertake to decide; 
Jet it ſuffice to ſay, that her name imported the idea 
of a {uperior genius, and that her houſe wes called, 
by way of excellence, the court of criticiſm, 

There was actually ſome performance or other read 
Here every day; ſometimes new plays, and ſome- 
gimes other pieces of poetry: but nothing except ſe- 
rious ſubjects were deemed worthy of attention, hu- 
mourous pieces being deſpiſed; the beſt comedy, 
or the molt ingenious or witty romance was looked 


upon as a feeble production, that deſerved no praiſe; 


whereas, the leaſt ſerious work, ſuch as an ode, ec- 
logue, or ſonnet, paſſed for the greateſt effort of hu- 
man underſtanding. But it often happened that the 
public did not confirm the ſentenue of the court; on 


= the contrary, was ſometimes ſok impolite as to hiſs 


= thoſe pieces which had been there very much ap- 


plauded. 
I was chamberlain in this houſe; that is, my office 


WE conſiſted in getting every thing ready in the apartment 
= of my lady, for the reception of company, and to 
ſet the chairs for the mien, and the cuthions for the 


women; after which I ftationed myſelf at the cham- 


ber door, to announce“ and introduce the perſons who 


11 
1 


1 


= arrived. While I Wes employed in this office for 


the firlt time, the governor of the pages, who, by ac- 
WW cident, was then in the antichamber with me, de- 


= ſcribed them all very pleaſantly, as they came in. His 
name was Andrew Molina, naturally dry and ſatyriv 
cal, with a good ſhare of underſtanding. A biſhop, 


being the firſt who preſented himſelf, I announced 


bim, and when he was entered, the governor obs 
wn ſerved, © That prelate is a man of very pleaſant cha- 


ö * word anuncgitares, 


be announcer 18 a domeſtic who ſtands in the 


3 hall, on viſiting-days, and pronounces aloud the names 
of the company as they come in: from the Latin 


racter. 
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rafter, Having alittle credit at court, he would fair 
make every one believe that he has a great deal, and 
offers his intereſt to- all the world, without ſerving. 
any body. One day meeting at court with a gentle. 
man who ſaluted him, he ſtopt, loaded him with cj 
vilities, and ſqueezing his hand, ſaid, * I am whol- 
ly devoted to your ſervice ; pray, Sir, put me to the 
proof: I ſhall never die ſatisfied until I have an op- 
partunity of obliging you.” The gentleman having 
thanked him in a very grateful manner, they parted 
and the prelate ſaid to one of his followers, * I think 
I know that man: I have a confuſed idea of having. 
ſeen him ſomewhere.” 

Immediately after the biſhop, the ſon of a grandee 
appeared ; and when I had introduced him into my 
lady's chamber, “ That nobleman, ſaid Molina, is 
an original. You muſt know that he goes often to w 
houſe in order to treat of ſome important affair with 
the gentleman who lives in it, and comes away with- 
out remembering to ſpeak a ſyllable about the matter. 
But, added the governor, ſeeing the two ladies ad- 
vance, there come Donna Angela de Pennafiel, and 
Donna Margarita de Montalvan, two ladies, between 
whom there is not the leaſt reſemblance ; Donna 


Margarita, who piques herſelf on being a philoſa* 


pher, will undertake the moſt profound doors of 
Salamanca in a diſpute, without tuffering their argu* 
ments to get the better of her argumentation, As for 


Donna Angela, ſhe docs not affect the virtuoſ, als 


though her underſtanding is perſectly well cultivated z 
her converſation is ſenſible, her ſentiments refined,. 
and her expreſſions delicate, noble, and natural.“ 
« This laſt is an armable character, ſaid 1 to Molina 
but the other, in my opinion, is inconſiſtent with the 
fair ſex,” Not very conſiſtent, he replied, with a 
ſneer, and even a great many men are rendered tidi- 
culous by ſuch a diſpoſition. Madam, the mar- 
chioneſs, our lady, continued he, is alſo a little taint- 
ed with philoſophy. What wrangling will there be 
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here to-day ! God grant that religion may not be cons 
cerned in the diſpute.” | 
As he ſpoke theſe words, we perceived a meagre 
man come in, with an air of reſei ve and grim coun- 
tenance, My governor did not ſpare him: * This 
here, ſaid. be, is one of your ſerious wits, who would 
fain pais for lor great geniuſcs, by the favour of a few 
ſentences learned fiom Seneca, and who are cafily de- 
tected to be fools, if you examine them a litle cloſe- 


Ivy.“ * The next that came in was a well-ſhaped cava. 


lier, witha Grecian mien, that 1s, a lell- ſufficientappeat- 
ance: when I aſked who he was; Molina anſwered, 
« He is a dramatic poct, who has compoſed, in his 
time, an hundred thouſand verſes, which never 
brought him in four-pence: but in recompence for 
that he has procured a conſiderable ſettlement, by fix 
lines of proſe.” 

I way going to inform myſelf of the nature of a 
fortune got ſo caſily, when I heard a great noiſe on 
the ſtair-caſe. © Good! cried the governor, there 
comes the !icentiate Campanario, Who gives notice of 
his approach before he appears, and beginning to 
talk at the ſtreet-door, continyu%ds without intermiſſion 
until he goes away.“ Sure enough, the whole houſe 
rung again with the voice of tne thundering licentiate, 
who at length, entered the antichamber with a bat- 
chelor of his acquaintance, and did not leave off 
ſpeaking all the time the viſit laſted, “ Signior Cam- 
panario, ſaid I to Molina, ſeems to be a great "gems 
us.” „es, rephed my governor. he has ſome 
bright ſallies, quaint expreſſions, and a good deal of 
humour: but over and above his being an uncon- 
ſcionable taiker, he does not fail to make repetitions; 
and not to overrate his talents his talents, I believe 
the agrecable and comic air with which he ſcaſons 
every thing he ſays, conſtitute his chief merit: for 
the greatelt part of his ſtrokes would do no great ho- 
nour to a collection of witticiſms.“ 

Abundance ol other people came in, of whom Mo- 

| lina 
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Una wade very humorous pictures, among which, be 


did not forget that of the marchioneſs. I affure 
you, ſaid he, gur arr is a lady of a very even 
temper, in ſpite of all her philoſophy. She is not at 
all difficult to pleaſe, and one undergets very few ca» 
piices in her ſervice, She is one of the moſt 'reafor- 
able women of quality I know, and is even without 
paſſion; the has as hitte tate for gallantry as for play, 
and laves converſation only; in ſhort, moſt ladies 
weu'd think her way of life inſupportably tireſome.” 
The governor, by this culogtum, prepoſſeſſed me in 
favour of my miſtteſs; nevertheleſs, ſome days alter, 
I could not help fuſpe&ing that ſhe was not ſuch an 
enemy to love: and I will declare on what founda- 
tion my ſuſpicion wes built, | * 
One morning. while ſhe was at her toilet, a little 

man pre ſented himſelf to me, about forty years old, of 
2 diſagrecable figure, mote dirty than the author Pe- 
dio de Noya, and very, much lump backed into the 
bargain. When he told me he wanted to ſpeak with the 
marchionels, I aiked him, from whom To which he 
anſwered, with a haughty look, “ From myſelf; tell 
her, I am the gentlenian of whom ſhe ſpoke yelterday 
to Donna de Velaſco.” I introduced him into "my 
lady's apartment, and ſignified his arrival; upon 
winch, {he immediately exclauned.m. a tranſport af 
joy, „ Shew him in.“ She not only gave him a fa- 
vourable reception, but likewiſe ordered all her Wo- 
men out of the room ; fo that the little hunch back, 
more happy than an honeſter man, remained alone 
with her; while the 'chambermaids and I made our- 
ſelves merry with this fine téte à téte that laſted near 
an hour; after which my patroneſs diſmiſſed the 
crook back, loaded with civilities, that Thewed how 
well ſhe was ſatisſied with his converfation, Which in 
effect, captivated her ſo much, that ſhe told me one 
evening in private, © Gil Blas, when the man with 
the hump returns, bring him into my apartments '#s 
ſecretly as poſſible?” I obeyed, and when the lite 

| man 


— 
— 


1 
128 — 
— —— 
- 2 — 


- 


— 


"y 


ib _— 
Fe y — 
— * - — bx 5 


— 
"by, 


_ — 
— 


"1 
is 
$4 
. 
1 30 
| 
» 5 
. 
N 
* 


without knowing that I mult diſpute her heart witha 
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man came back next morning, conducted him by z 
private ſtair- caſe, to my lady's- chamber. I performed 


the ſame office moſt devoutly, two or three times, 


without ſuſpecting that there could be any gallantry 


in the caſe. But the malignity Which is ſo natural to 
mankind, ſoon inſpired me with ſtrange ideas, and I 
concluded that the inclination of the marchioneſs way 
either very whimſical, or that the hunch-back acted 
the part of a go-between, 


Pre poſſe ſſed with this opinion, J often faid to my- 
felf, © If my lady is in love with a handſome man, I 


forgive her: but if the is captivated by this baboog, 


truly, I cannot cxcuſe the depravity of her taſte,” 


How much was I miſtaken in my patroneſs ! The lit. 


tle hunch-back dabbled in magic, and as his ſkill had 
been extolled to the marchioneſs, who willingly liſten- 
ed to the deluhons of ſuch impoltors, ſhe honoured 


him with theſe private converſations, in which he 
ſhewed her things in a glaſs, taught her to turn the 
ſieve, and for money revealed all the myſteries of the 
cabala. Or rather, to ſpeak truly, he was a ſharper 
who ſubſiſted at the expence of credulous people, and 


was ſaid to have ſeveral women of quality under con- 
tribution, 
CHAP. IX. 


The incident; in conſequence of which Gil Blas quitted the 


marchipneſs de Chaves; and the courſe he followed af. 
terwards. 


HAD already lived ſix months with the, marchi- 
oneſs de Chaves, and I confeſs, was ſatisfied with 
my condition ; but the deltiny I had to fulfil, would 
not permit me to live longer in that lady's houſe, not 
even in Madrid: I will therefore recount the adven- 
ture that obliged me to remove ſrom both. 

Among my lady's maids, there was one called Por- 


On, who belides her youth and beauty, poſſeſſed ſuch 


an amiable chaiacter, that I attached myſelf to het, 


rival. 


A 
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rival. The ſecretary of the marelnoneſs, who was a 


proud man, and very much addicted to jealouſy, being 
captivated with my princeſs, uo ſooner perceived my 
paſſion, than (without endeavouring to find out my 
reception with Portia) he reſolved to fight me in ſin- 
gle combat, and for this purpoſe appointed me ie 
meet one morning, in a private place. As he was a 
little man, whoſe head fcarce reached my ſhoulders, * 
and ſcemed at the ſame time very weak, I did not 
think him a very dangerous rival, but repaired with 
great confidence to the place appointed, in hopes of 
gaining an eaſy victory, and making a merit of it 
with Portia; but the event did not anſwer my expec- 
tation. The little ſecretary, who had been two or 
three years at the fencing ſchool, diſarmed me like an 
infant, and holding the point of his ſword to my 
throat, “ Prepare (ſaid he) for the mortal blow, or 
elle give me thy word of honour, that thou wilt this 
day quit the ſervice of the marchioneſs de Chaves, 
and never more think of Portia.” I made him that 
promiſe, and kept ãt without reluctaney; being aſham- 
ed to appear before the reſt of the ſervants after my 
defeat, eſpecially before the fair Helen who had been 
the cauſe of our duel. My fole intention in returmng 
to the houſe, was to carry off my goods and my mige 
ney, which having done, I fet ont the ſame day for 
Toledo, my purſe being pretty well furniſhed, and 
my back loaded with a bundle compoled of my 
whole wearing apparel : for though I had not engaged 
to quit Madrid, I thought proper to leave it, at leaſt 
for ſome years; and formed the reſolution of making 
the tour of Spain, and of halting at every town. 
% The money I have {ſaid I to myſelf) will carry me 
a great way; for I don't intend fo be extravagant, 
aud when I have no more, I will betake myſelf again 
to ſervice. A young man of my accompliſhments” 
will find places in abundance, whenever he pleaſes d 
£0 in queſt of them.“ | 1 
1 longed, in particulat, to ſee Totedo, 7 
* 
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arrived at the end of three days, and took up my lodgs, 


ing in a good inn, where I paſled for a gentleman of 
conſequence, by the favour of my intriguing dreſs, 
which I did not fail to put on, and by the foppiſh airs 
which I affected. It was in my own option to eſta- 
blſh a correſpondence with ſome handiome women 
who lived in the neighbourhood ;- but underſtanding: 
that I muſt begin by ſpending a good deal of money 
upon them, I bridled my delires, and feeling fill a 
ſtrong inclination for travelling, after baving} ſeen 
every thing that was curious in Toledo, I left it one 
morning by break of day, and took the road to Cu- 
enca, with an intention to go to Arragon. On the th 
ſecond day of my journey, I went into ad inn on the 


road, and juſt as I fat down to refreſh myſelf, a com- 4 
pany of ſoldiers belonging to the holy brother hood ol 
came in, and calting for wine, fella drinking. While by 
they were over their cups; I heard them deſcribe a in 
young man whom they had orders to apprehend, 8 
«© The gentleman. (ſaid one of them) is no more than * 
twenty years of age; has long black hair, a good ſhape, pe 
an aquiline noſe, and is mounted on a bay horſe.” * 

I liſtened, without ſeeming to give attention to what A 
they ſaid, and truly, 1 did not concern myſelf much af 
about the matter. Leaving them in the inn, I ſet for- bh 
ward on my jonrney, and had not walked a quarter cf wo 
a-league, when I met a yourig gentleman of a good M 
mien, mounted on a cheſnut- coloured horſe. © Upon m 
my faith! (ſaid I to mylelf) this is the man whom the fle 
ſoldiers are in ſearch of: he has long black hair, and at 
an aquiline noſe, I muſt do him a good office. Sir, _ 
{fad I to him) give me leave to aſk, whether or not p! 


you have ſome affair of honour on your hands? The 70 
= young gentleman, without making any reply, looked 
 <earneſtly at me, and ſeemed ſurprized at my queſtion, 
Upon which, I aſſured him, that it was not out of cu- th 
rioſity that I had addreſſed him in this manner; and 


he was very well convinced of it, when I told him, 10 
what 1 had overheard at the inn. Generous ſtran- th 
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ger (ſaid he) Iwill not deny that 1 have reaſon to be- 
heve myſelf the perſon whom theſe ſoldiers want ta. 
apprehend ; and therefore will take another road; in 
order to avoid them.” „ It is my opinion (I replied) 
that we ſhould immediately ſeek ſome place where 
you may be ſecure, and where we may be ſheltered 
from that ſtorm which I ſee brewing in the air, and 
which will burſt very ſoon.“ At that inſtant we diſ- 
covered and repaired to a tufted alley of trees thats 
cooducted us to the foot of a mountain, where we 
found an hermitage. 

It was a large deep grotto that time had ſcooped in. 
the 1ock, to which the art of man had added a kind: 
ot ſ1ont, built of pebbles and ſhell-work, and quite 
covered with turf; the adjacent field was ftrewed! 
with-a thouſand forts of flowers which perfumed the 
air, and hard by the grotto we perceived a little open» 
ing in the rock, from whence iſſued with an agreeable- 
noiſe, a ſpring of water that 1un winding along a mea» 
dow. At the entrance of this ſolitary habitation, ap- 
peared a holy hermit ſtooping under the weight of old? 
age, ſupporting himſelf with a ſtaff on one hand, and 
holding in the other a roſary of large beads, compoſed. 
of twenty courſes at leaſt. His head was buried in a 
brown woolen cap, with long ears, and his beard, 
more white than ſnow, came down to his middle, 
When we approached him, Father, (ſaid I) be fa 
good as to fayour us with ſhelter from the 1mpending 
ſtorm,” „ Enter my children (replied the anchorite, 
after having obſerved me attentively) this hermitage 1g 
at your fervice; and you may ſtay here as long as you 
pleaſe. As for your horſe, (added he, pointing to the 
fore-part of his habitation) he will be very well ae⸗ 
commodated in that place.“ The gentleman who ace 
companied me, diſpoſed of his bealt accordingly, and 
then we followed the old man into the grotto, which 
as ſoon as we had entered, a.great ſhower fell, mangs. 
led with flaſhes of lightning, and dreadful claps of 
tuader, The hermm fell on his knees before an 


imags 


90 The ADVENTURES of 


image of St. Pacomo“, which was glued to the wall 
and we followed his example. Mean while the thun- 
der ceaſcd, and we got up; but as the ram continued, 
and the day was far ſpent, . My children, ſaid the 
old man, I would not adviſe you to proceed on your 
journey in ſuch weather, unlefs you have ſome preſſ- 
ing affair.” The young man and I replicd, that ue 
had none that hindered us from helting, and that if we 
were not afraid of incommoding him, we would beg 
leave to pa's the night in his hermitage, * You won't 
incom mode me in the leaſt, ſaid the hermit, but will 
have reaſon to complain of your lodging ; for you 
muſt lie hard, and I have nothing to offer you but an- 
chorite's fire, 

So f.ying, the holy man made vs fit down at a 
ſmall table. and preſenting us with a few onions, a 
cruſt of bread, and a pitcher of water, © My fong, 
laid he, you ſee my uſual repaſt; but to-day I will 
commit an exceſs, out of regard to you.” * He then 
brought a little cheeſe, with two handſuls of filberds, 
and ſpread them upon the table. The young man, 
who had no great appetite, did not much honour to 
the feaſt ; upon which the hermit obſerved to him, 
& T perceive that you are accuſtomed to better tables 
than mine, or rather, that ſenſuality has corrupted 
your natural taſte, I have been in the world. as you 
are now: the moſt delicate viands, the moſt exqut- 
fite ragnuts, were not too good for my palate : but 
-fince I have lived in ſolitude, I have recovered the 
{former purity of my taſte, and at preſent can reliſh 
nothing 


St. Pacomo was an Egyptian, who lived in the 
fourth century, and founded ſeveral monaſteries, con- 
fiſting of between twelve and ſixteen hundred monks 
each: his faith is ſaid to have been ſo effectual, that 
he walked among ſerpents unhurt; and when he had, 
occaſion to croſs the Nile, was tranſported from ons 
ide to the other, on the back of a crocodile. 
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nothing but roots, fruits, milk; in a word, that Which 


compoſed the nouriſhment of our firſt parents.“ 


While he ſpoke in this manner, the young man 
ſunk into a profound reverie, which the hermit per- 
cciving, * My ſon, ſaid he to him, you have an op- 
preſſion on your ſpirits; may I not know the cauſe? 
unboſom yourſelt to me. It is not curiolity, but 
charity alone that animates my requeſt. I am of age 
to give advice; and perhaps your fituation requires 
it.” Ves, father, replied the cavalier, with a ſigh,” 
1 have, doubtleſs, occaſion for advice, and I will fol- 
low yours, ſince you are {o good as to offer it. I be- 
heve, I run no fk in diſcovering myſeif to a man 
of your character.“ „ No, my fon, ſaid the ſenior, 
you have nothing to fear on that ſcore, and may ſafely 
truſt me with any ſecret.” In this confidence, the. ca- 
valicr ſpoke as follows. 


CHAP. X. 
The ſtory of Dan Alphonſo and the fair Seraphina. 


WILL corceal nothing from you, father, nor from 

the other gentleman who hears.me ; for after the 
generoſity he ſhewed, I ſhould be to blame to diſtruſt 
him. Liſten, therefore, to my misfortunes, I was 
born in Madrid, and my origin is this An officer 
of the German guards, called the Baron de Steinbach, 
going home one evening, perceived a bundle of white 
linen at the foot of the {tair-caſe. He took it up, ant 
carried it to his wife's apartment, where he found it 
to be a new-born infant, wrapped in very hand ſome 
{vzddling-cloaths ; with a billet importing, that it 
bclonged to perſons of quality, who would one day 
make themſelves known; and that it had been bap- 
tized by the name of Alphonſo, I am that unhappy 
infant; and this is all I krow of my birth and pa- 
rentage : ſacrificed to honour or infidelity, I know 
not whether my mother expoſed me, in order to con» 
ccal a diſhonourable flame; or, ſeduced by x pe 

ure 
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zured lover, found herſelf under the cryel neceſſity of 


11 
diſowning the fruit of her womb. | | Fay 
Be that as it will, the baron and his lady were Bea: 
touched with my ſituation, and as they had no chil. Fr 
dren of their own, determined to educate me under x 
the name of Don Alphonſo. As I advanced in years, an 
their attachment to me increaſed : my flattering aud 
complaiſant behaviour aitrafted- their careſſes every * 
moment: in a word, I had the good fortune to make þ 
myſelf beloved; they gave me all kinds of maſters; p 
my education became their only ſtudy; and far from 8 
expecting impaticnily, that my parents would diſco- My 
ver themſelves, they ſeemed, on the contrary, to wiſh In 
that my birth would always remain a ſecret. As ſoon in 
as the baron found me able to carry arms, he entered 11 
me in the ſervice, procured for me an enſign's com. * 


miſſion, ordered my ſmall equipage to be got ready; 
and, to animate me the more to ſeek occaſions of ac- 1 
quiring glory, he repreſented to me, that the carcer 


be 
of honour was open to every body, and that in war, 12 
F might obtain a name the more glorious, as I ſhould he 
owe it to mylelf alone, At the ſame time, he re- fi 
vealed the ſecret of my birth, Which he had hitherto th 
evncealed from, my knowledge. As. paſſed for hig Wy 
fon in Madrid, and effectually believed myſelf to be 10 
ſo, I own this piece of infor mation gave me a good 1 
deal of pain: I couid not then, nor cannot now, f. 
think of it without ſhame; for the more my ſenti- £ 
ments ſecmed- to argue me of a noble origin, the 7 
greater my confuſion was to ſee myſelf abandoned by 'S 
thoſe who gave me being, * 
I went to ſerve in the Low Countrics, but the N 
pork being concluded ſoon. after, and. Spain rid of n 
er enemies, though not of thoſe who envied her E 
proſperity, I returned to Madrid, where 1 received 40 
freſh marks of tenderneſs. from the baron and his 7 
lady. About two months after my return, a little , 
page came into my room one morning, and preſented 4 
40 me a bitlet, congeiyed pretty nearly in thele words; 
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% Lem neither ugly, nor ill- ſhaped, and yet you ſee 


me frequently at the window, without paying homage 
with your eyes. This behaviour but ill anſwers your 
gallant #ppearance ; and piques me fo much, that 1 
wiſh I could inſpire you with love, to be vevenged 
on your indifference.” - 

Having read this billei, I did not doubt that it 


came from a widow called Leonora, who lived op- 


polite to our houſe, and had the reputation of being 
very coquettiſh, I interrogated the page, who wes 
on the reſerve at firſt, but in conſideration of a ducat 
which I ſlipt into his hand, he fatisfied my curiolity; 
and even undertook to carry an anſwer, by which [ 
informed his miſtreſs, that I acknowledged my crime, 
and was already ſenſible of her being more than half 
revenged, n 
I 5 not at all inſenſible of this kind of conqueſts 
I kept the houſe all that day, and took great care to 
be always at the window, that I might obſerve the 
lady, who did not forget to ſhew herſelf at hers. 
made love to her in dumb ſhew, ſhe anſwered my 
ſignals, and next morning let me know by her page, 
that if I would be in the Rreet betwixt eleven and 
twelve at night, I might converfe with her at a par» 
lour window. Though I did not find mylelf very 
much in love with ſuch a forward widow, I did not 
fail to return a very paſſionate anſwer, and to walt 
for night with as much impatience as if T had been 
violently ſmitten. In the evening, I went out, 0 
walk in the Prado till the hour of aſſignation; and 
was no ſooner arrived at that place, than a man 
mounted on a fine horſe alighted hard by me, and 
accoſting me haſtily, ſaid, Are not you the ſon of 
Baron Steinbach?“ When I replied in theraffirmative, 
4 You are the perſon, faid he, who intend to converfe 
with Leonora at her window. Her page has ſhewn 
me her letters, and your anſwers, and I have follow- 
ed you this evening from your own houfe hither, to 
let you know that you have a rival whoſe pride is _ 
muc 
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much mortified in being obliged to diſpute a heart. 


with ſuch a one as you. I believe I need 1 no more; 
we are now ein a private place. Let us draw there. 
fore, unleſs, to avoid the chaſtiſement I prepare for 
yOu, you will promiſe to break off all correſpondence 
with Leonora. You muſt either ſacrifice to me the 
hopes you have conceived, or forfeit your life imme. 
diately.” „ You ought then, ſaid I to bim, to have 
requelted, not demanded that ſacrifice; I might, per- 
haps, have granted-it to your entreaty, but I refule it 
to your threats,” 


« Tis very well, he replied, after having tied his 


horſe to a tree, draw then: it does not become a- 


per ſon of my quality to ſtoop ſo low as to intreat a 
man of your ſtation : 
the ſame caſe, would have revenged themſelves in a 
leſs honourable way.” I was ſhocked with theſe laſt 
words, and ſceing his ſword already unlheathed, 
drew mine allo ; we attacked one another with ſuch 
fury, that the combat did not laſt long: whether he 
behaved with too much heat, or I had more ſkill, I 
know not,. but I gave him a mortal thruſt, upon 
which I ſaw him ſtagger and fall. Whereupon, 
minding my own fafety only, I mounted his hon ſe, 
and took the road to Toledo, I durſt not return te 
the Baron's houſe, being well aſſured that my adven- 
ture would very much afflit him; and when I cons 
ſidered the danger in which I was, I thought I could 
not get out of Madrid too ſoon. 

In the midſt of the moſt melancholy reflections 
T rode the remaining part of the night, and all the 
morning; but towards noun, was obliged to halt in 
order to give my horſe ſome reſt, and avoid the heat 
of the day which grew inſupportable. 1: tarried 
therefore, in a village, till ſun-ſet, aſter which I cons 
tinued my journey, reſolving to make but, one ſtage 
to Toledo, I had got two leagues beyond IIleſcas, 


when, towards midnight, I was ſurprized in the mid- 
dle of a field, with jult ſuch another floxm as * to- 
f | ay i 


moſt people of my rank, in 
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day: upon which I drew near the wall of a garden 
ö that I perceived at the diſtance of a few paces, and 
not finding a more convenient ſhelter, ſtood with my 
c horſe as cloſe as I could to the door of a ſummer- 
5 houfe ſituated at the end of the wall, over which there 
e Was a balcony, As I leaned againſt the door, I 
perceived it open, which I aſcribed to the negligence 
+ MW of ſervants; and alighting, leſs out of curioſity than 
bor the ſake of being better ſcreened from the rain, 
t W whic!: did not fail to incommode me while I remain» 


ed under the balcony, I entered the ground-floor of 
the ſummerrhouſe with my horſe, which I led by the 
bridle, ** | 
I employed myſelf during the tempeſt, in obſerv- 
ing the place, and though I could diſtinguiſh nothing 
but by che lightning which flaſhed around, it was eaſy 
to perceive that the houſe could not belong to a vul- 
gar owner. I expected {till that the rain would 
ceaſe, intending to proceed on my journey; but a 
great light that I obſerved at a diſtance made me 
change my reſolution, Leaving my horſe in the 
\n ſummer--houſe, the door of which I took care to ſe- 
n, cue, 1 advanced towards the light, perſuaded that 
ſe, here was ſtill ſomebody in the houſe, not yet gone 
to to bed, and reſolved to deſire lodging for that night. 
n. Having croſſed ſeveral walks, I arrived at a ſaloon, 
n- the door of which I found open alſo; I entered it, 
14 ad when I had obſerved all the magnificence of the 
place, by the light of a fine cryſtal branch, I no longer 
ns, doubted that I was in the houſe of ſome rich noble. 
he man. The pavement was of marble, the wainſcat 
in Nover) handſome, and curiouſly guilt, the corniſhes of 
eat Nadunrable workmanſhip, and the ceiling painted by 
jed the molt ſkilful maſters ; but what I took particular 
on: votice of, was an infinite number of buſts of Spaniſh 
ge heroes ſupported on pedeſtals of jaſper, all round the 
as, faloon. I had leiſure enough to conſider all theſe- 
id - hings, for though I liſtened attentively from time to 
| * 5 
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time, I neither heard che leaſt noiſe, nor ſaw living Wl tat 
creature appear, 
There being on one fide of the ſalobdn a'door un MM und 
bolted, I half opened it, and percerved a range of Ml app 
1ooms, the laſt of which only was lighted.— What ing 
mall I do? ſaid I to myſelf, ſhall J return, or boldly MW mc: 
penetrate to that room? + concluded that the — 
Fadicious ſtep would be to return as I came, But I hav: 
could not reſiſt my curioſity, or rather the force of MM to f. 
deltiny that dragged me along: I advanced from one pre 
room to another, until arrived at that in which wk and 
the light, that is, à taper burning on a marble table, ente 
in a ſilver candieftick gilt, Ih at firſt obſerved very had 
Handſome and gay ſummer furniture, but in a little fun 
time calting my eyes upon a bed the curtains of Which bea; 
were half drawn on account of the heat, I ſaw an ob- S0 
Ject that attracted my whole attention. This was che. 
young lady, who, notwithttanding the noiſe of i mai: 
thunder, lay in a profound fleep. I approached he bad 
Yoftly, and by the light of a taper difcovered a com pear 
_— ant] features that quite dazzled me. Mid. 
*heart took the alarm at the ſight! I felt my ſoul ſmit we! 
ten and tranſported ; but whatever emotions agiratel]MW not « 
my breaſt, the opinion which I had of her high rank;M'be ! 
*hind:red me from eutertaining the leaſt rafk thought elo 
and reſpect prevailed over inclination. bave 
While I glutted myſelf with the pleaſure of cant 
*templating her beauty, ſhe awoke; and you maj 
gueſs what was her ſurprize when ſhe ſaw a mal 
'whom ſhe did not know in her bed chamber at mitt 
night. She trembled when ſhe perceived me, anl 
ſhricked aloud; while I endeavoured to remove he 
fear, by kneeling before her and ſaying, Matanh 
be not afraid: I come not here to do you the leaſt 

| . I was going on, but her conſternation W 
ſuch that ſhe did not hear me. She called her wt 
men ſeveral times, but nobody anſwering, ſhe puta 
a thin night gown which lay at the bed's feet, 2 
. | 
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haſlily, and went into the rooms that I had croſſedy. 
{ill calling her maids and a younger filter WO lived 
under her care. I expected to ſee all her ſervamts 
appear, and had reaſon to apprehend that without be- 
ing heard, I ſhould meet with very diſagreeable treat- 
ment; but luckily for me, ſhe called to no purpole; 
nobody came but an old domeſtic, who could not 
have given her much aſſiſtance, had ſhe had any thing 
to fear, Nevertheleſs, growing more reſolute by his 
preſence, ſhe aſked with a haughty air, Who I was, 
and how and for what reaſon 1 had the boldne's to 
enter her houſe, I then began to juſtify myſelf, and 
had no ſooner told her that I found the door of the 
ſummer-houſe open, than ſhe exclaimed, * Juſt: 
heaven! what do I preſage!“ | 

So ſaying, ſhe ſeized the light, and - ſearching all: 
the rooms one after another, could. ſee neither her 
maids, nor her ſiſter, but even obſerved: that they 
had carried off all their baggage. Her ſuſpicions ap- 
pearing now but too plain, ſhe returned to me, and 
ſaid, with a great deal of emotion, * Perfhdious 
wretch ! add not diſſimulation to treachery, It was* 
not chance that brought thee here. Thou att one of 
the followers of Don Fernando de Leyva, and an- 
aſſociate in his crime: but do'nt think to eſcape, I 
have {t1]l- people enow to ſecure thee.“ “ Madam, 
aniwered I, do not confound me with your enemies. 
I know no ſuch perſon as Don Fernando de Leyva, 
and am even ignorant of your name and quality, I. 
am an unfortunate man, whom an affair of honour 
hath obliged to leave Madrid; and I ſwear by all- 
that is ſacred, I would not have entered your houſe, 
had it not been for the ſtorm that ſurprized me l- 
udge, therefore, more favourably of me, and in- 
tead of believing me an accomplice in the outrage: 
ou have ſuffered, think me rather diſpoſed to re- 
enge 1t.” Theſe laſt words, and- the tone with: 

hich they were pronounced, appeaſed the lady, 


* ſeemed to look upon me no longer as her enemy 2- 
18 E | 
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I did not know the cauſe of her ſorrow. 
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but if her indignation vaniſhed, it.was only to, make 
room for her grief. She wept bitterly; I was melted 
by her tears, and no leſs afflicted than ſhe, although 
I not on» 
ly wept with her, but impatient to reyenge her 
wrongs, was ſeized with a tranſport of fury. Mas 
dam, cried I, what injury have yau received? Speak, 
I eſpouſe your reſentment. Shall I purſue Don Fer. 
nando, and ſtab him to the heart? Name all thoſe 
whom you would have ſacrificed. Command my 
ſervice. Whatever dangers, whatever misfortunes 
may be attached to your vengeance, that ſtranger 
whom you thought confederate with your enemies, 
will tempt them all, for your fake.” 

This tranſport ſurprized the lady, and ſtopt the 
courſe of her tears: Ah, Sir! {aid the, pardon my 
ſuſpicion, on account of the crucl fituation in which 
Iam. Theſe generous ſentiments have undeceived 
Seraphina, and even freed me from the ſhame of ſee: 


- ing a ſtranger witneſs to the affront put upon my fas 


mily.—Y es, generous unknown? I acknowledge my 


error, and am far from rejecting your aſſiſtance; but 


I aſk not the death of Don Fernandg.''—4* Well, 
madam, I replied, what ſervices can you expect of 
me? Sir, anſwered Seraphina, the cauſe af my 
complaint is this: Don Fernando de Leyva is in love 
with my filter Julia, whom he ſaw by accident at 
Toledo, where we uſually live.—-Three months ago 
he aſked her in marriage of the Couut de Polan, my 
father, who refuſed his conſent, on account of al 
old enmity ſubſiſting between our families -N 
ſiſter, not yet fifteen years of age, mult have been 
weak enough to follow the advice of my women, 
whom Don Fernando has, doubtleſs, bribed to his 


intereſt : and he, informed of our being by ourſelvali 
in this country-houſe, has taken this opportunity oli 


carrying her off. I want therefore to know whatr 
treat he has choſen for her, that my father and bee 
ther, who. have been at Madrid t 
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e may take their meaſures accordingly. In the name 
«YN of God! added ſhe, give yourſelf the trouble of 


in traverſing the ' neighbourhood of Toledo, and of 
making an exact enquiry about the raviſher ;—my 


4 family will be eternally indebted to you for the fa» 
our.“ 

K, The lady did not confider, that the employment 
95 which ſhe preſcribed for me but ill agreed with the 
Mie 


circumſtances of a man who could not out of 

DY If Caſtile too ſoon —But how was it poſſible for her to 

make this reflection, which did not even occur to 

gr me ? Charmed with the happineſs of finding myſelf 
les, neceſſary to the moſt amiable per ſon in the world, EF 

accepted the commiſhon with a tranſport of joy, 
the znd promiſed to acquit myſelf with equal dikgence 
and zeal. In effect, I did not wait for day, in or- 
der to go and accompliſh my promiſe; but quitted 

Seraphina on the inſtant, conjuring her to pardon me 

for the fright I had occafioned, and aſſuring her that 

ſhe ſhould hear news of me in a very little time.— 
went out as I had come in; but fo much engroſſed 
by the lady, that it was not difficult for me to per- 
ceive I was already captivated by her beauty: 1 was 
the more confirmed in this, by the eagerneſs I felt in 
ſerving her, and the amorous chimeras which my 
imagination produced.,—l1 fancied that Seraphina, al- 
though poſſeſſed by her ſorrow, had obſerved my 
of growing paſſion, and beheld it perhaps not without 
lome pleaſure: I even imagined; that if T could 

# ag bring her any news of her fiſter, and the affair 

mould turn out according to her with, the whole 

would redound to my honour, 

" Don Alphonſo, interrupting the thread of his 
ſlory in this place, ſaid to the old hermit, „I beg 
pardon, father, if, too full of my paſſion, I enlarge 

upon circumſtances, which are, doubtleſs, tedious to 

ou.“ „ No, my fon, replied the anchorite, they 
re far from being tedious: I am even” pleaſed to 
kiow how far you are 1 by this young may 
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accordingly.” 


nando himſelf, importing, that being privately mar. 


of whom you talk, that I may regulate my advice 


© My imagination, heated by theſe flattering ideas, 
reſumed the young man, I ſearched two x 46 for 
Julia's raviſher : but it was to no purpoſe for me to 
make all imaginable enquiry: I could not diſcover 
the leaſt traces of him. Very much mortified at 
having reaped no fruit from my reſearches, I re. 
turned to Seraphina, whom I expected to find in the 
utmoſt anxiety : but ſhe was much more tranquil than 
I imagined, and informed me that ſhe had been more 
lucky than I; that ſhe knew what was become of 
her ſiſter, having received a letter from Don Fer- 


ried to Julia, he had placed her in a convent at To- Sen 
ledo. *I have ſent his letter to my father, added MW . 
Seraphina. I hope the affair will terminate in an 
amicable manner, and that a ſolemn marriage will At 
in a ſhort time extinguiſh the hatred which has ſo MW b. 
long divided our families. | ' 

When the lady had made me acquainted with her WW f., 
ſiſter's fate, ſhe made an apology for the trouble ſhe I, 
had given me, and the danger to which ſhe might ; 
have imprudently expoſed me, by engaging me to 
purſue a raviſher, without remembering that I had !“ 
told her I was obliged to fly, on account of an ak 5 
fair of honour : — ſhe excuſed herſelf therefore in the n 
moſt obliging terms, and as I had need of reſt, cat- 
ried me into the faloon, where we ſat down together, 
he wore a looſe gown of white taffety with black MW 
ſtripes, and a little hat of the ſame tuff, with a 
black plume of feathers, which made me gueſs that MW 5* 
ſhe was a widow; though ſhe appeared fo Young 


that I did not know what to think of her condition. 0 

If I longed for an explanation on this head, ſhe 1 

was no leſs deſirous of knowing who I was; gc- th 

cordingly, begged that I would tell her my name, not I „ 

doubting, as ſhe ſaid, that by my noble air, and thll a a 

more the genexous pity that made me enter ſo warmly m. 
| into 
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into her intereſts, I belonged to fome conſiderable 
family. The queſtion embarraſſed me not a little } 
I bluſhed, was confounded, and own, that being 
leſs aſhamed to lie than to tell the truth, I anſwered, 
I was the ſon of the Baron de Steinbach, an officer of 
the German guards. © Tell me, hkewilſe, replied 
the lady, for what reaſon you quitted Madrid : I of- 
fer you, beforehand, all the credit of my father, as 
well as of my brother Don Gaſpard : that is the leaſt 
mark of gratitude I can ſhew to a gentleman, who 
neglected the care of his own life to ſerve me. 1 
made no difficulty of reconnting to her all the cir- 
cumſtances of my duel : upon which ſhe blamed the 
gentleman whom I had ſlain, and promiſed to in- 
tereſt her whole family in my favour.” 

When I had ſatisfied her curioſity, I begged her to 
gratify mine, and aſked whether her faith was free or 
plighted. © Three years ago, ſhe rephed, my fas» 
ther obliged me to marry Don Diego de Lara, and I 
have been a widow fifteen months.“ — * Madam, 
ſaid I, what misfortune has deprived you of your 
huſband ſo ſoon,” „ I will tell you, Sir, reſumed 
the lady, in return for the confidence you have re- 
poſed in me. | 

Don Diego de Lara was a very genteel cavalier; 
but though he entertained the moit violent paſſion for 
me, and, in order to pleaſe me, put in practice; 
every day, all that the moſt tender and paſſionate lo- 
ver could invent, to make himſelf agreeable to the 
object of his Name; though he poſſeſſed a thouſand 
good qualities, he conld never touch my heart. Love 
is not always the effect of aſſtduities and diſtinguiſhed 
merit Alas! added ſhe, an utter ſtranger often en- 
chants us at firſt fight. Well, it was not m my power 
to love him : more confounded than charmed with 
the tokens of his tenderneſs, to which I was forced to 
make returns without inclination; though J, in ſes 
cret, taxed myſelf with ingratitude, I likewiſe found 
my own ſituation very dans for him, 

| »& 
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as well as me, his delicacy was ftill greater than his 
love. He diſcovered in my actions and diſcourſe the 
molt ſecret emotions of my breaſt, and dived tothe 
very bottom of my foul. He complained inceſlantly 
of my indifference, and deemed himſelf the more 
unhappy in being unable to pleaſe me, becauſe he 
very well knew that there was no rival in his way; 
for I was ſcarce ſixteen years old, and, before he 
offered me his hand, he had gained over all my wo- 
men, who aſſured him that no man had as yet attrac- 
ted my regard—* Yes, Seraphina, he would often 
fay, 1 wiſh you had been prepoſſeſſed in favour of 
another, and that alone were the cauſe of your indif. 
ference to me: my aſſiduities, and your own virtue 
would triumph over that prejudice; but 1 deſpair of 
making a conqueſt of your heart, ſince it remains un- 
touched by all the. love I have ſhewn,”* Tired with 
hearing him repeat the ſame diſcourſe, I told him, that, 
inſtead of troubling his repoſe and mine by too much 


, delicacy, he would do well to leave his grievances to 
time. And truly, one of my age was not capable of 


reliſhing the refinements of ſuch a delicate paſſion; 
ſo that Don Diego ought to have taken my advice. 
But ſeeing a whole year elapſed, without his being 
farther advanced than the firſt day, he loſt his pa- 
tience, or rather his reaſon ; and pretending to have 
an affair of conſequence at court, departed to ferve as 
a volunteer in the Low Countries, where he ſoon 
found in battle that which he went to ſeek ; I mean 
the end of his tou ments and life.“ 

After the lady had favoured me with this relation, 
the ſingular character of her huſband became the ſub- 
ject of our diſcourſe; in which we were interrupted 
by the arrival of a courier, who delivered to Sera- 
phina a letter from the Count de Polan.—She aſked 
my permiſſion to read it, and I obſerved, that while 
ſhe peruſed it, ſhe grew pale, and trembled. Aﬀter 
having read it, ſhe lifted up her eyes to hes ven 
heaved a profound ſigh, and her face was in a mo: 


mem 


* 


5@ TL re tog; 
ment covered with tears. I was greatly diſturbed z 
and, as if I had prefaged the cruel ſtroke I was to ſuſ- 
fer, felt myſelf chilled with a mortal fear. “ Ma- 
dam, ſaid I with a faultering voice, may I -aſk what 
are the fatal contents of that letter.“ „There, Sir, 
replied Seraphina in a melancholy manner, giving 
me the paper, read yourſelf what my father writes. 
Alas! you are but too much concerned.” 

I was confounded at her words, and, trembling 
while I took the letter, read, 


10 OUR brother Don Gaſpard fought yeſterday 

in the Prado*, where he received a mortal 
thruſt, of which he died this day; having declared 
in his laſt moments, that the perſon who killed him 
is the ſon of Baron de Steinbach, an officer of the 
German guards.—What adds to the misfortune is, 
that the murderer has eſcaped me by flight : but 
whereſoever he conceals himſelf, I ſhall {pare go 
pains to find him out; for which purpoſe I will 
write to ſome governors, who will not fail to appre- 
hend him, if he paſſes through the towns of their ju» 
riſdiction; and by letters directed to other people, 1 
will cauſe all the roads to be blocked up. 

The Count de Polan.“ 


You may eaſily conceive how all my faculties were 
diſordered by this billet. I remained for ſome mo- 
ments without motion or power of ſpeech; and 
even in the midſt of this depreſſion, perceiving hat 
a fatal obſtruction the death of Don Gaſpard would 
be to my love, was feized with the moſt violent de- 
ſpair! I threw myſelf at the feet of Seraphina, and 
preſenting my naked ſword, “ Madam, ſaid I, {pare 
the Count of Polan the trouble of finding out a man 
who might conceal himſelf from his reſentment. 
Revenge your brother, by ſacrificing his murderer 


Prado, which figenifies a meadow, is the publick 
walk at Madrid, as the Park is at London, | 
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with your own 'hand—Strike, Madam, and let the 
ſame {word that deprived him of life, become fatal to 
his unforcunate adverſary.“ * Sir, replied Seraphi. 
na, affected with my behaviour, I loved Don Ga- 
* therefore, although you killed him honoura- 
ly, and he brought his misfortune upon himſelf, 
you may be aſſured I enter into the reſentment of my 
father. Yes, Don Alphonſo, I am your enemy, and 
will act againſt you every thing that the ties of blood 
and friendſhip can require: but I will not take the 
advantage of your bad fortune, which has put you 
in my power The lame honour that arms me againlk 
you hinders me from taking a baſe revenge. The 
rights of hoſpitality ought to be inviolable, and 
therefore I will not repay the ſervice you have done 
me, with the conduct of an aſſaſſin.— Fly, then; 
elude, if you can, our purſuit and the rigour of the 
laws, and fave your life from the danger that threat- 
ens it.“ 

How, Madam! I replied, when you can re- 
venge yourſelf, do you leave it to the laws, which may 
perhaps baulk your reſentment? Ah, rather pierce 
the heart of a rmiſerable wretch, who does not deſerve 
your forbearance ! No, Madam, do not honour me 
with ſuch a noble and generous proceeding. ——You 
know not wholI am: tho' I paſs in Madrid for the ſon 
of the Baron de Steinbach, I am no other than an un- 
fortunate foundling, whom he hes brought up, out 
of pure compaſſion: I do not even know the authors 
of my being.“ No matter, ſaid Seraphina, inter- 
rupting me with precipitation, as if my leſt words had 
given her new pain, were vou the loweſt of mankind 
I will do what honour preſcribes.” „“ Well, Mas 
dam, ſaid I, ſince the death of a brother cannot pro- 
voke you to ſhed my blood, I will incenſe you by a 
new crime; the audacity of which I hope you will 
not excuſe.— I adore you—I could not behold your 
charms without being dazzled with them; and, in 
Tpite of the obſcurity of my fate, had entertained the 
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hope of making you mine for ever. I was ſo much 
in love, or rather ſo vain, as to flatter myſelf thay 
heaven, which perhaps favours me by keeping my 
origin concealed, would diſcloſe it to me one day 
when I ſhould be able to tell you my name, without - 
a bluſh. —After this confeſſion, which injures you fo 
much, do you ſtill heſitate iu puniſhing me?“ „ This 
raſh declaration, replied the lady, would, doubileſs, 
offend me at another time; but I pardon it, in con- 
ſideration of your prefent agitation ; beſides, my own 
anxiety will not. permit meto attend to ſuch diſcourſe, 
Once more, Don. Alphonſa, added the, ſhedding 
ſome tears, leave this place—fly from a houſe you 
have filled with ſorrow ; for every moment you ſtay 
increaſes. my affliction.“ „Madam, I will no longer 
reſiſt, ſaid I, riſing; I muſt baniſh myſelt from: you; 
but think not that, ſtud ious of preſerving a liſe Which 
is odious to you, Iwill go and ſeck an aſylum where 
I can be ſecure.— No, no, I devote myſelf to your re- 
ſentment.—I will go to Toledo, wait with impatience 
tor the fate you decree, and expoſing myſelt to your 
purſuit, advance willingly towards the end of my 
misfortunes.” 

So ſaying, I withdrew: my horſe was brought out 
tor me, and I repaired to Toledo *, where I Raid a 
whole week; and truly was at fo little pains to con- 
ceal myſelf, that I don't know how I eſcaped being 
taken; for I cannot believe that the Count de Polaa, 
whole chief care was to ſhut up all the paſſages againſt 
me, would imagine that I could not paſs thro? Tele- 
do.—In fine, I yeſterday left that city, where L ſeem- 


* Toledo, fatuated on the Tagus, is the capital of 
New Caſtile, the ſeat of an arebbiſhop, primate of all 
Spain: it was formerly famous for a circus, capable 
of containing 150,000 people. There is a graat manu- 
facture of ſilk and wollen ſtuffs. in this city; in which 
too, are made the beſt blades in the world: whenee 


2 good ſword is rr called a Toledo. 
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ed to be tired of liberty; and without keeping any 
certain road, am come to this hermitage, like a man 
Who has nothing to fear.-—You ſee, father, what en. 
groſſes my thoughts, and I crave the aſſiſtance of 
your advice.” | : 


| ena, x1 
The old hermit diſcovers himſelf, and Gul Blas perceives 


that he is among hts acquaintance. 


A Lphonſo having ended the malancholy narration 
of his misfortunes, the old hermit {aid to him, 
Son, you have been very imprudent in ſtaying fo 
Jong at Toledo. I look upon all you have recounted 
in a light very different from that in which you ſee it, 
and your paſſion for Seraphina is, in my opinion, 
pure madneſs, Beheve me, you muſt forget that 
young lady, who cannot poſſibly be yours.—Yield 
therefore, with a good grace, to the obſtacles that ſe- 
| Parate you from her, and follow your deſtiny, which, 
in all likelihood, will be productive of many other 
adventures.— You will, queſtionleſs, find ſome other 
young lady, who will make the ſame impreſſion 
_ your heart, and whoſe brother you have not 
ain.“ 

He was going to add a great many other things, in 
order to exhort Don Alphonſo to have patience, when 
we ſaw another hermit, loaded with a wallet well 
ſtuffed, enter the her mitage. He was come from the 
town of Cuenca, where he had made a very ſucceſsful 
gathering ; ſeemed younger than his companion, and 
wore a red buſhy beard. + Welcome, brother An- 
tonio, ſaid the old anchorite to him: what news 
from1town ?” Bad enough, anſwered the red-hair- 
ed brother, putting a letter in his hand: that ballet 
will inform you.” The ſenior, having opened and 
read it with ſuitable attention, cried, 4 God be pratl- 
ed ] ſince the plot is diſcovered, we mult regulate out 


conduct accordingly, Let us change our iyle, —__ 
. : 
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he. Signior Don Alphonſo, you ſee a man expoſed, 
like yourſelf, to the caprice of fortune. I am in- 
formed from Cuenca, which is a town about a 9 
from this, that ſomebody has done me an ill ofhee 
with juſtice : all the agents of which are to ſet out to- 
morrow for this hermitage, in order to ſecure my 
perſon; but they ſhan't find the hare in the gin.— This 
is not the firſt time that I have been in fuch dilemmas. 
Thank God, I have almoſt always. extricated myſelf 
like a man of genius. I will now ſhew myſelr in ano- 
ther ſhape; for ſuch as you ſee me, I am neither an, 
old man nor a' hermit.” | 
So ſaying, he {tripped himſelf of a long robe which 
he wore, and appeared in a doubtlet of black ſerge 
with ſlaſhed ſleeves. Then he pulled off his cap, 
untied a ſtring that ſupported his falſe beard, and, all 
of a ſudden, aſſumed the figure of a man between 
twenty and thirty years of age, Brother Anthony, 
by his example, quitted his hermit's habit, rid um- 
ſelf of his red beard in the ſame manner as his com- 
panion had done, and took out of an old worm- eaten 
coffer a ſhabby ſhort caſſock, with which he cloathed 
hiniſelf. But you may gueſs my ſurprize, When 
in the perſon of the old anchorite I recolle&ed Signi- 
or Don Raphael; and in that of brother Antony, my 
moſt dear and faithful valet Ambroſe de Lamela 
Good God! cricd I immediately, I find T am among 
my acquaintance here.” —. True, Stgnior Gil Blas, 
ſaid Rapheal ſmiling, you have found two of your 
friends when you leaſt expected it. I confeſs you 
have ſoine reaſon to complain of us ; but let us forget 
what is paſt, and thank heaven for our meeting again. 
Ambroſe and I make a tender of our ſervices; and 1 
can tell vou, they are not to be diſpiſed. You mult 
not think us the worſt of mankind ; we neither af- 
ſault not aſſaſſinate: we ſeek only to live at the ex- 
pence of our neighbours ; and if theft be a crime, ne- 
ceſſity excuſes the injuſtice. Aſſociate with us, and 
lead a reinbling life, which is extremely agreeable, 
| | 6 when 
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when conducted with prudence : not but, with all 
our ſagacity, the chain of ſecond cauſes is ſometimes 
ſuch, that we mect with unlucky adventures. What 
then] we enjoy the good with the better reliſh on that 
very account,—We are hardened againſt inconſtant 
weather, and accuſtomed to the viciſſitudes of for» 
tune“ | 

“ Signor cavalier, added the falſe hermit, ſpeaks 
wg to Don Alphonſo, we make the ſame propofalto 
you, which, conſidering your preſent ſnuation, I 
think you ought not to reject; for, not to mention the 
affair that obliges you to conceal yourſelt, you muſt 
certainly be in want of money.“ Yes, truly, ſaid 
Don Alphonſo, and that, I own, increaſes my cha- 
grin,” “ Well then, replied Raphael, don't leave 
us: You cannot do better than to join your for- 
tune to ours: You ſhall want nothing; and we will 
baffle all the ſearch of your enemies. We know als 
moſt every inch of Spain, having travelled over it; 
and are acquainted with the woods, mountains, and 
every place proper for an aſylum againſt the brutality 
of juſtice.” Don Alphonſo thanked them for their 
good will, and being actually without money or re- 
ſource, reſolved to bear them company. I came to 
the ſame determination, becauſe I would not leave 
the young gentleman, for whom I felt a growing 
ir1endſhip. 

Having agreed to go all together, we began to de- 
hberate whether we ſhould ſet out that inflant, or, 
rſt of all, give ſome aſſaults to a bottle full of excel» 
tent wine, which brother Antony, the day before, 
had brought from Cuenca : but Raphael, as a man 
of the greateſt experience among us, repreſented that, 
before every thing elſe, we mult think of our ſafety. 
He was of opinion, therefore, that we ſhould march 
all night, in order to gain a very thick wood between 
Villardeſa and Almodabar, in which we ſhould halt, 
and, being perfectly ure, ſpend the day in taking 

| | our 
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our repoſe. This advice being approved, the falſe 
hermits made two bundles of their baggage and peu 
viſions, and laid them in æquilibrio on Don Alphon- 


ſo's horſe. —This was done with great expeditionz 


after which we quitted the hermitage, leaving as 3 


prey to juſtice the two hermit-robes, with the White 


and red beards, two pallats, a table, a rotten cheſt, two 


old ſftraw-bottom'd chairs, and the image of St. Pa» 


como. 

We walked all night, and began to feel ourſelves 
very much fatigued, when, at day-break, we perceived 
the wood to which we were bound. The fight of a 
port gives new vigour to ſailors tired with a long voy- 
age, We accordingly took "courage, and at laſt ar- 
rived at the end of our journey before ſun riſe, Pe- 
netrating into the thickeſt 
at a very agreeable {pot upon a ſmall glade, ſurrounds 
ed with a good many tall oaks; the branches of 
which meeting, formed an umbrageous arch, imper- 
vious to the heat of the day, Here we unbridled the 
horſe to let him feed, aſter we had unloaded him, and 
ſiting down together, took out of brother Antony's 
wallet ſome Jarge pieces of bread, with a good many 
ſlices of roaſted meat, and began to attack them as 
if for a wager. Nevertheleſs, in ſpite of our appe- 
tites, we often leſt off eating to embrace the bottle, 
which inceſſantly circulated, paſſing from the claſp of 
one into the embraces of another. 

Towards the end of the repaſt, Don Raphael ſaid 


to Don Alphonſo, “ Signior cavalier, after the con- 


hdence you have honoured me with, it is but Juſt, 
that I recount to you the hiſtory of my life, with the 


ſame ſincerity.” „ lt will give me great pleaſure, 


replied the young man. © And me in particular, 
cried I; for I have an extreme cufftolity to hear your 
adventures, which are, doubtleſs, well worth our at- 
tention,” „ That l' an{wer for, rephed Raphael ; 
and I intend to commit them to wriung one day. 
That ſhall be the amuſement of my old age; for 1 


part of the wood, we ſtopt 


_—_ 
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am ſtill young, and would have the volumes enlarged; 
but at preſent we are fatigued. Let us refreſh our. 
ſelves with a ſew hours of ſleep: while we three en. 
Joy our reſt, Ambroſe will watch againſt all ſurprize, 
and then ſleep in his turn. Though I believe we are 
very ſafe in this place, it is always good to be upon 
our guard.“ So ſaying, he ſtretched himſelf upon 
the graſs, Don Alphonſo did the ſame, I followed 
their example, and Lamela ſtood ſentry. 

Don Alphonſo, inſtead of taking ſome repoſe, kept 
himſelf awake with reflefting upon his misfortunes j 
and I could not cloſe an eye. As for Don Raphael, 
he ſoon fell aſleep; but awakening an hour after, 
and ſceing us diſpoſcd to liſten, he faid to Lamela, 
Friend Ambroſe, thou may'ſt now take a comfort- 
' able nap.” . * No, no, replied Lamela, I have no 
inclination to ſleep; and though I am well acquainted 
with all the paſſages of your life, they are ſo inſtruc+ 
tive for peo le of our proſeſſion, that I ſhall be very 
well entertained in hearing them recounted once 
more.“ Don Raphael immediately began the hiſtory 
of his life in theſe terms. 


BOOK v. 


C M AF. I. 
The Hiſtory of Don Raphael, 


AM the ſon of an actreſs at Madrid, whoſe name 
was Lucinda, famous for her theatrical talents, 
and ſtill more for her gallantry, As for my father, 
I cannot without — aſſume any one in 
particular. I is true I might tell what man of quali» 
| | ty 


a 


+ - ww rw 1 ai3qMqMtz 


— A 


MELEE ͤĩꝰ¹é ²˙ ¾ 0‚ 2 ⁰ RES SR TP oo Sg WW”: _ 


6 1L BL As. 12 


ty was in love with my mother when I came into 
the world; but that epocha would be by no means a 
convincing proof of his being the author of my birth. 
A woman of my mother's profeſſion is ſo little to be 
truſted, that even while ſhe appears the moſt attached 
to one nobleman, ſhe almoſt always ſubſtitutes in his 
place ſome other for his money, 

There's nothing like putting one's ſelf above ſcan» 
dal : Lucinda, inſtead of bringing me up in obſcurity 
at her own houſe, took me by the hand, without ce- 
remony, and carried me to the theatre in a very 
honourable manner, without giving herſelf any trou- 
ble about the diſcourſe that paſſed at her expence, or 
the malicious ſneers that the fight of me never falled 
to excite—In a word, I was her darling, and careſſe 
ed by all the men that viſited her, ſo much, that it 
looked as if nature pleaded with them in my behalf. 

I was allowed to paſs the twelve firſt years of my 
life in all ſorts of frivolous amuſements : ſcarce was 
I taught to read and write; and ſtill leſs pains were 
taken to initiate me in the principles of my religion 3 
I learned only to dance, ſing, and play upon the guts 
tar,—This was all I could = when the Marquis de 
Leganez aſked me as a companion to his only ſony 
who was pretty much of my age. Lucinda willingly 
complied with his requeſt, and it was then I began to 
think ſeriouſly. Young Leganez was not farther ad- 
vanced than I: that little nobleman did not ſeem 
qualified by nature for the ſciences. He hardly 
knew one letter of his alphabet, although he had 
been under the inſtruftion of a preceptor fifteen 
months. His other maſters ſuceeded no better i he 
exhauſted their patience. They were not, indeed 
permitted to uſe rigour ; but expreſsly ordered to in- 
ſtruct, without tormenting him; and that order, 
Joined to his natural dullneſs, rendered all their leſſons 
of little or no effect. A 

But the preceptor invented an excellent expedient 
to intimidate the young nobleman, without coptrae 
dicting 
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difting his father's order. He reſolved to flog me, 
when his pupil deſerved puniſhment : and he did not 
fail to put his reſolation in practice. Not reliſhing 
this expedient, | I ran away, and complained to my 
mother of ſueh unjuſt treatment; but, in ſpite of alt 
her tenderneſs for me, ſhe had ſtrength enough to re- 
fiſt my tears, and conſidering that it was a great ad- 
vantage for her fon to live with the marquis de Le- 
ganez, ſent me back immediately. I way now aban- 
doned to the preeeptor, who perceiving that his inven- 
tion had produced a good effect, continued to flog me 

ill, inſtead of the young nobleman ; and, in order 
to make the deeper impreſſion upon him, diſciplined 
me with great ſeverity. 1 was ſure to pay every day 
for young Leganez ; and I may venture to affirm, that 
he did not learn one letter of the alphabet which did 
not coſt me an hundred laſhes, Judge you what his 
rudiments ſtoed me in. 

The birch was not the only diſagreeable thing I ſufe 
| fered in this houſe; as every body knew me, the mean- 
| eſt ſexvant, even the ſcullions, reproached me with m 
| birth. This diſguſted me ſo much, that I ran away 
one day, after having found means to ſeize the pre- 
| ceptor's whole ſtock of ready money, which might 
amount to an hundred and fifty ducats. Such was 
| the vengeance I took for the ſtripes he had ſo unjuſtly 
| beſtowed upon me. I performed this {light of hand 
with admirable dexterity, though it was my firſt 
eſſay; and having had the addreſs to baffle the ſearch 
| that was made for me during two days, left Madrid, 
| and repaired to Toledo, without being purſued, 

Il was then juſt going into my filteenth. year, What 
| a pleaſure it was to be independent at that age, and 
entirely mafter of my own actions! I ſoon contracted 
acquaintance with young people, who poliſhed me 
up: and aſſiſted me to ſpend my ducats; I aſſociated 
with knights of the poſt, who cultivated my happy 
diſpoſition ſo well, that in a lutle time, I became one 
| of the moſt dextrous of the order. At the end of tive 
; | years 


years, being ſeized with an inclination to travel, IL 
quiited my conſederates, and beginning my peregrina- 
tions by Eſtremadura, went as far as Alcantara: but 
before I reached that place, finding an opportunity of 
excrting. my talents, I did not let it elcape. Being 
2-:00t, and moreover loaded with a pretty heavy knap- 
lack, I frequently haulted to repole myſelf under the 
trees, that offered me their ſhade, at a Iutle diſtance 
from the highway. In one of theſe reſting places, 1 
found two lads very well dreſſed, talking merrily on 
the graſs, while they enjot ed the coolneſs of the ſhade. 
I {aluted them very courteouſly, and entered into con- 
verſation with them, at which they did not ſeem diſ- 
pleaſed. The eldeſt was not more than fifteen, and 
they ſeemed both to be extremely raw. * Signior 
cavalier, {ſaid the youngeſt to me) we are ſons of two 
rich citizens of Plazencia, who longing extremely to 
ſee the kingdom of Portugal, in order'to ſatisfy our 
curioſity, have taken an hundred piltoles each from 
our parents: and as we travel —— hope to go a 
great way with that ſum. What is your opinion of 
the matter ?** * If I had ſo much (I replied) God 
knows where I ſhould go; I would vihi the four cor- 
ners of the world. What the devil! two hundred 
piitoles! 'tis an immenſe ſum, and you'll never ſee 
the end of it. If it be agreeable to you gentlemeny 
(added I) 1 ſhall have the honour of accompanying 
you, as far as the city of Almeria, where I am going 
to take poſſeſſion of the eſtate of an uncle, who has 
been ſettled in that place twenty years, or thereabuuts,?? 
The young citizens aſſured me, they would be glad 
of my company. Whereupon, having reſted ourſelves 
a little, we ſer forwards altogether, towards Alcantaray 
where we arrived a good while before night, and went 
to lodge at a good inn. We aſked for a room, and 
were ſhewn into one, where there was a preſs Wüh a 
key in it. Having beſpoke ſupper, I propoſed to my 
comrades, that we ſhould go and lee the town, while 
it was gettivg 16ady, They accepted the propoſals 
i we 
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we locked our knapſacks in the preſs, the key of 
which one of the citizens put in his pocket, and going 

out of the inn, went to view the churches. While we 
were in the cathedral, I pretended all of a ſudden, to 
have an affair of conſequence in hand, and ſaid to 
my companions, ** Gentlemen, I have juſt recolleQ 
ed, that a perſon of Toledo deſired me to deliver'a 
ſhort meſſage to a merchant, who lives near-thiz 
church. Pray wait for me here, and I'Il be back in 
an inſtant,” So ſaying, I left them, ran to the inn, 
flew to the cheſt, forced the lock, and rummaging the 
knapfacks of my young cits, found their piſtoles. 
Poor children! I did not leave them ſo much as one 
to pay for their night's lodging. I carried all off, 
quitted the town as faſt as poſſible, and took the road 
to Merida, without-giving myſelf any farther concern 
about them. 

That adventure put me into a condition to travel 
agreeably : though I was young, I found myſelf ca- 
pable of conducting myſelf with prudence; and T 
may ſay, I was pretty old, conſidering my years, 
Having reſolved to buy a mule, I put my reſolution 
in practice at the next village. I even converted my 
knapſack into a portmanteau, and began to aſſume a 
little more of the man of conſequence. On the third 
day, I met a man ſinging veſpers, as loud as he could 
roar, on the highway. Judging, by his appearance, 
that he was a chanter, 1 accoſted him with courage, 
« Signtor batchelor, you ſing purely, your heart goes 
with your profeſſion, I ſee.” * Sir, (anſwered he) 
1 am a chanter at your ſervice, and amuſe myſelf 
with clearing my pipes, as you hear.” 

In this manner we emered into converſation, and 
J perceived that J had got in company with a molt 
witty and agreeable fellow, about four or five and 
twenty years old. As he travelled on foot, I made 
my mule walk ſlowly, that I might have the plealure 
of converſing with him; and among other things, the 
diſcourſe turning on Toledo, I know that * Loon 
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fectly well, (ſaid the chanter) having lived a 
while in it, and I believe have ſome friends chere.“ 
« In what place (anſwered I, interrupting him) did 
you hve at Toledo ?” He replied, 4 In the new ſtreet. 
I lived with Don Vincent de Buena Gara, Don Mat- 
thias de Cordel, and two 'or three more gentle- 
men of honour: we lodged, eat, and paſſed our 
time ngreeably together.” Theſe words krprized 
me; for it muſt be obſerved, that thoſe gentlemen, 
whoſe names he mentioned, were the very ſharpers 
with whom 1 had kept company at Toledo, * Stgnior 
Chanter (cried I) thoſe gentlemen, whom yeu have 
named, are of my acquaintance, and 1 lived with 
them in the new ſtreet.” I underſtand you, (he 
replied, ſmiling) that 1s to ſay, you are entered in the 
company, fince 1 left it three years ago. © I have 
(laid I) quitted theſe gentlemen, becauſe I was ſeized 
with an inclination to travel, I intend to make the 
tour of Spain; knowing that I ſhall improve by ex- 
perience.“ * Without doubt (he 8 one muſt 
uavel before he can have a finiſhed education: it was 
for this reaſon that I left Toledo. where 1 hved very 
agreeably. I thank heaven (added he) for having 
met, when I leaſt expected it, a knight of my own 
order, Let us join, travel together, make attempts oh 
our neighbour's purſe, and lay hold of every occaſion 
thet preſents itſelf, of exerting our {kill.” i 
He made this propoſal ſo frankly, and with ſuch 
good grace, that I accepted it. He won my confi- 
dence all of a ſudden, in beftowing his upon me, and 
we unboſomed ourſelves to one another. I recoun- 
ted my hiſtory to him, and he made no myſtery of 
his adventures to me: letting me know, that he was 
juſt come from Portalegro, whence an unſucceſsful 
trick had obliged him to eſcape with precipitation, 
in the dreſs he now wore. After he had communi» 
cated to me his whole affairs, we reſolved to go to 
Merida together, in order to try our fortune, by 
liriking ſome lucky Rroke, if pollble; and then im- 
ö ; mediately 
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mediately decamping, to remove elſewhere. From 
that moment, our ſtock became common betwixt 
us; indeed Moralez (ſo my companion was called) 
was not in a very brilliant ſituation. His whole for- 
tune conſiſted of five or {ix ducats, with ſome bag- 
gage that he carried in a wallet; but if I was richer 
than he, in ready money, he, on the other hand, was 
more conſummate than I, in the art of deceiving man- 


We mounted my mule by turns, and, in this man- 
ner, arriving at Merida, halted at an inn of the ſub- 
urbs, where my comrade took out of his wallet a 
dreſs, in which he was no ſooner cloathed, than we 
went to take a turn through the town, reconnottre 
the ground, and look for an opportunity of going to 
work. We conſidered every object that preſented 
itſelf, with great attention, and, as Homer would 
have ſaid, reſembled two kites that caſt their eyes 
abroad, to look for birds on which to prey. In ſhort, 
we waited, in hopes that chaace would afford an oc- 
caſion, on which we might employ our induſtry, 
when we perceived in the ſtreet, an old grey haired 
gentleman, fighting againſt three men, who puſhed 
hard at him. I was ſhocked at the inequality of the 
combat, and, es I am naturally a tilter, flew to the 
aſſiſtance of the old man: Moralez following my ex- 
ample, we attacked the gentleman's three enemies, 
and obliged them to ſeek their ſafety in flight. 

The ſenior was mighty thankful. 4 We are very 
glad (ſaid I to him) that we happened to be here ſo 
ſeaſonably, to give you aſſiſtance: but let us know 


at leait, who we have had the good fortune to ſexve; 


and pray tell us, for what reaſon thoſe three men 
would have aſſaſſinated you.” * Gentlemen (he te: 
plied) 1am too much obliged to refuſe the ſatistaction 
Fog dehire. My name is Jerome de Moyadas, and 1 
ive on my fortune in this city: one of thoſe aſſaſſins 
from whom you have delivered me, made love 10 
my daughter, aſked lier of me in marriage ſome day? 
260 
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go; and as he could not obtain my conſent, attack- 
ed me ſword in hand, in order to be revenged.” , 
« And may one aſk (I replied) your reaſon for re- 
fuſing your conſent to that gentleman ?” „ I will 
tell you (ſaid he), I had a brother, a merchant in 
this city, whoſe name was Auguſtin; two months ago 
he was at Calatrava, and lodged at the houſe of Juan 
Velez de Menbrilla, his correſpondent, with whom 
he was ſo intimate, that, in order to ſtrengthen their 
friendſhip ſtill more, he promiſed my only daughter 
Florentina in marriage to his ſon, not doubting that he 
had credit enough with me to perform his promiſe. 
Accordingly, my brother, upon his return to Me- 
rida, no ſooner mentioned the affair, than I, out of 
love to him, conſented to the marriage. He then ſent 
Florentina's picture to Calatrava ; but, alas! had not 
the ſatisfaction of finiſhing the work, for he died 
three weeks ago; conjuring me, on his death-bed, to 
diſpoſe of my daughter to none but his correſpon- 
dent's fon. This I promiſed, and on this account 
refuſed Florentina to the gentleman who aſſaulted 
me, although he 1s a very advantageous match. I 
am a ſlave to my word, and every moment expect 
the ſon of Juan Velez de Menbrilla, on whom I 
will beſtow my daughter in marriage, though I ne- 
ver ſaw either him or his father. I beg pardon, 
(continued Jerome de Moyadas) for troubling you 
with this relation; but you yourſelf exacted it of 
me.“ 

I liſtened to him with great attention, and reſolv- 
ing upon a trick, that ſtruck me in the head of a ſud- 
den, affected great aſtoniſhment, lifted up my eyes 
to heaven, and turning towards the old man, ſaid, 
in a pathetic” tone, „Ah, Signior Moyadas! is it 
poſſible, that on my firſt arrival at Merida, I ſhould 
be ſo happy as to ſave the life of my father-in-law !'? 
The old citizen was ſtrangely ſurpprized at theſe 
words, as well as Moralez, who ſhewed by his 
countenance, what a great rogue he took me to be. 
| | « What 
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What do I hear ? (replied the ſenior) how | are vo dur 
the ſon of my brother's. correſpondent?” „ Yew ff of 
Signior Jerome de Moyadas, (anſwered I, with an I that 
audacious countenance, while I threw my arms about Ih 
his neck) I am that happy mortal for whom the the 
adarable Florentina is deſtined. But before I ex» con 
preſs my joy in entering into your family, allow me © im: 
to ſhed into your boſom the tears which the remem- $ 
brance of your brother Auguſtin: renews ! I ſhould che 
be the molt ungrateſul of all mankind, if I was not bad 
ſenſibly touched with the death of a per ſon to whom | the 
Lowe all the happineſs of my life!“ 80 ſaying, 1 bag 
again embraced honeſt Jerome, and covered my eye Citi⸗ 
with my hand, on pretence of wiping away my tears my! 
Moralez, who, in a twinkling, perceived the advan vas 
tage we might reap. from a trick of this kind, did I cam 
not fail to ſecond the impoſture, and paſſing for my I not 
valet, even topped me in the ſorrow I had meaifeſted If cout 
far the death of Sigmor Auguſtin. Monſieur Je BE * Y 
rome, (cried he) what a loſs you have ſuffered in ¶ to y 
your brother's death! he was. ſuch. an honeſt man air) 
the very phœnix of commerce, a diſintteſted mers Nami: 
chant, a merchant of integrity; there are few of his I grav 
fellows to be met with.” hear 
We had to do with a imple and credulous man, only 
who, fo far from ſuſpecting the cheat, was himſelf I me 
an aſſiſtant in it. And why (ſaid he) did you nat I be t 
come itraight to my houſe ? you, ſhould nat have too! 
gone to lodge at an inn: conſidering the terms on Eto 11 
which we are, no ceremony ought, to have been ob» Ncour 
ſe ved.“ Sir, (anſwered Moralez, taking upon Bthe f 
him to ſpeak for me) my maſter is, I grant you; @ BYhis | 
little ceremonious: not but that he is excuſable in (aid 
ſome ſhape, in being unwilling ta appear hefare you Hand, 
in his preſeat ſnuation: for we have been robbed in F(anſy 
our journey hither, and laſt all our baggage.” 4 The 
young man (ſaid I, interrupting him) tells yau uc. 
thing but the truth, Signior de Moyadas. This mis 
tortune did nat permit me to same ta. your — — 
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of a miſtreſs, whe has not as yet ſeen me; and for 
that reaſon, I waited the return of a valet, whom 
I have (ent to Calatrava.”* „This accident (replied 
the ald man) ought not to. have hindered you from 
coming to ſtay at my houſe, where I intend you ſhaik 
immediately take up your lodging.” ; 

So ſaying, he carried me home with bim; and by 
the way, we talked of the pretended robbery that EF 
had ſuffered, when I aſſured him, that what gave me 
the greateſt concern, was my having loſt, with my 


baggage, the picture of Florentina- Whereupon the 


citizen obſerved, with a ſmile, that I muſt conſole 
myſelf for that loſs, the more eaſily, as the original 
was better than the copy. In effect, as ſoon as we: 
came to his houſe, he called his daughter, who was 
not above ſixteen years of age, and might have been 
counted an. accompliſhed young lady; ſaying to me, 
« You ſee the object which my late brother promiſed 
to you,” Ab, Signior! (cried I, with a paſſionato 
air) you have no. occaſion to tell me, that this is the 
amiable Florentina.! theſe charming ſeatures are en- 
graved on my. memory, and fiill more upon my 
heart, If the picture which 1 loſt, and which was 
only a ſhght ſketch of ſuch perfection, could inflame 
me with the moſt ardent paſſion, judge how I muſt 
be tranſported at this moment!“ „ You flatter me 
too much {ſaid Florentina) for I am not vain enough 
to imagine that my qualifications juſtify your diſ- 
courſe,” © Goon with your compliments,” (ſaid 
the father.) At the ſame time he let me alone with 
his daughter, and taking Moralez aſide, „Friend, 
(ſaid he to him) you have loſt all your baggage then, 
and, without doubt, your money too.” * Yes, Sir, 
lanſwered..my comrade) a great number of banditti 
poured upon us, near Caſtil Blazo, and left us no- 
thing but the cloaths on our backs ; but we ſhall in a 
very ſhort time receive bills of exchange, which will 
&t all things to rights again, 


But 


durſt not preſent myſelf in this garb, before the eyes 
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But until thoſe bills arrive (replied the old man, 
taking a purſe out of his pocket) here are an hundred 
piſtoles at your ſervice.” „ O fir! (ſaid Moralez) 
my maſter would not accept them for the woald. I 


find you don't know him. Zooks! he is a man of 


=_ delicacy on theſe occaſions. He is none of thoſe 
aſhionable youngſters, who are apt to take up from 
every body. He does not love to be in debt, and 
would rathcr beg his bread than borrow one farthing.” 
1 So much the beiter{ſaid the honeſt citizen) I eſteem 
him the more on that account: I cannot bear to ſee 
young men contract debts: I pardon it indeed in peo- 


ple of quality; becauſe it is a priviledge they have 


poſſeſſed a long time. I won't (continued he) af- 
front thy maſter, and ſince it will only give him 
pain to offer him money, we muſt ſay no more about 
it.“ With theſe words, he was going to put the purſe 
in his pocket again, but my companion held his 
hand, ſaying, © Hold, Signior Moyadas, whatever 
averſion my maſter has to borrowing, I don't deſpair 
of prevailing upon him to accept your hundred 
piſtoles. *Tis only from ſtrangers he is ſhy of bor- 
rowing : he is not ſo ceremonious with his own fa- 
mily : he can even demand of his father with a good 
grace, whatever money he has occaſion for. The 
young gentleman, you perceive, knows how to diſtin» 
guiſh perſons, and ought to look upon you, Sir, as 
a father.” 
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